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Rival candidates ceasefire in finance pipelines of striking compromise 
ig claim victory Maguindanao of terror groups deal with Marcoses 


Most endangered 
crocodiles found in RP 


Sex, soccer don’t mix 
very well in Germany 


BERLIN—TO THELIST By Blanche S. Rivera 
cof pernicious things that WILL THE PHILIPPINES SOON LOSE ALL ITS 
have not happened at this “buwaya"? 


World Cup, add one 
‘more—a spike in the sex 
trade. 


The indigenous Philippine crocodile has been 
declared by the Australia-based Crocodile Spe- 
alist Group (CSG) the most endangered 


‘Why am I 
singled out? 
This is 
lamentable’ 


By Jerome Aning, 
Leila B. Salaverria 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


ELECTION COMMIS- 
sioner Resurreccion 
Borra is angry at the Of- 
fice of the Ombuds- 
man’s findings that the 
House of Representa- 
tives could use to opén 
impeachment proceed- 
ings against him for his 
role in the anomalous 
P1.3-billion poll au- 
tomation contract. 


“My position is [that] I'm a vic- 
tim of circumstances and Tm 
ready to face any charge and de- 
fend myself because I know [that] 
Thave not done anything wrong in 
this project,” Borra said in an am- 
bush interview yesterday. 

‘The Supreme Court voided the 
contract in January 2004, saying 
the Commission on Elections had 
disregarded the law and its bid- 
ding procedures. 

‘On Friday, the Office of the 
Ombudsman said Borra was li- 
able for allowing the bids and 
awards committee of the Com- 
elec to declare Mega Pacific con- 
sortium eligible to take part in the 
bidding for the automation pro- 
ject. 

Borra also allowed material 
deviations from the bidding re- 
quirements and recommended 
that the award be given to Mega 
Pacific despite its “ineligibility 
and technical failure,” the Om- 
budsman said. 

‘The Ombudsman ordered the 
dismissal of five members of the 
Comelec bids and awards commit- 
tee for authorizing the purchase of 
automated counting machines 
from Mega Pacific. 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los and the rest of the commis- 
sioners who approved the award 
of the project to Mega Pacific 

BORA AIS 
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ANNA Liza Franco waits for her 


Inquinek artist Steph Bravo. 


All the talk before the 
World Cup about mobile 


souas 


had 


Mexican foes on Sunday. 
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AJUBILANT President Macapagal-Arroyo raises the hands of boxing champions Manny Pacquiao and Jimrex Jaca, who defeated their 
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Pacquiao gets Palace Hall of Fame award 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Tina G. Santos 


BOXING: SENSATION MANNY 
Pacquiao yesterday became the 
first Filipino to be enshrined in 
Malacafiang’s version of the Hall 
of Fame honoring the country’s 
bold and beautiful—the sports- 


men and the beauty queens. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
gave the millionaire prizefighter 
the honor by conferring on him 
the Order of Lakandula with the 
rank of “Champion for Life.” 
Executive Order No. 540 creat- 
ing the new rank in the 3-year-old 
Honors Code system, also named 


Miss International 2005 Precious 
Lara Quigaman, the Southeast 
Asia Games gold medalists and 
the Mount Everest conquerors as 
initial recipients of the tite 


“Champion for Life.” 
But Pacquiao was the 
first—and, so far, the only 


one—to have actually received 


Malacafiang, bishops tangle 
anew on impeachment case 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY TOLD 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines that opposition 
moves to impeach President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo were nothing more 
than “plain and simple political ha- 
rassment" that should not concem 
es. 

Fourteen human rights activists 
yesterday signed the opposition’s 
impeachment complaint in what 
leftist Bayan Muna party-list Rep. 
‘Teodoro Casifio said was the start 


ofa move to enlist signatures in the 
next three weeks to the citizen-led 
initiative to be filed on July 24 at 
‘Congress’ reopening. 

‘Among those who signed the 
complaint were Nicanor Briones, 
leader of the National Federation 
of Sugar Workers in Bulacan who 
narrowly escaped an assassina- 
tion attempt; Camarines Sur ac- 
tivist Jariz Vida, whose brother 
survived an ambush; and Alberto 
Ramirez, a farmer who claimed 
to have witnessed the kidnapping 
allegedly by the military of Uni- 


versity of the Philippines stu- 
dents Karen Empefio and Shirlyn 
Cadapan. 
Last week, four impeachment 
complaints were filed in the 
House of Representatives as part 
of a serial effort by the opposë 
tion to avoid dismissal of its 
charges on a technicality be- 
cause it did not know exactly 
when the one-year period to 
bring a case against the Presi- 
"dent began. 
‘The Constitution only allows 
MALACANANG/ AIS 


the award. 

The honor was Ms Arroyo's 
gift to Pacquiao, who came to the 
Palace like a conquering hero for 
the second time in six months, 
after he vanquished Mexican 
boxer Oscar Larios in 12 rounds 
at the Araneta Coliseum Sunday. 

PACQUIAO! AIS 
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species of crocodile in the world. 


FOREIGN Secretary Romulo and US Ambassador Kenney open the 
Philippine-American Friendship Garden on the US Embassy grounds. 


MOSTIAIS 


BORRA: Victim of circumstances? 


PCGG: No 
deal with 
victims on 
US award 


By Alcuin Papa 


IT'S NODEAL. 

The Presidential Commission 
on Good Government (PCGG) 
has rejected any compromise 
agreement on a $35-million ac- 
count in the United States with 
victims of human tights viola- 
tions during the Marcos regime. 

PCGG Chair Camilo Sabio yes- 
terday said any deal with the vic- 
tims would relinquish the coun- 
try’s right to sovereign immunity’ 
under international law. 

The doctrine of “sovereign im- 
munity” provides that the govern- 
ment cannot commit a legal 
wrong and is immune from civil 
suit or criminal prosecution. 

‘The PCGG is tasked with recov- 
ering Marcos’ alleged ill-gotten 
wealth. 

Judge Manuel Real of the US 
District Court in Hawaii autho- 
rized on June 27 compensation of 
$2,000 each to about 7,500 vic- 
tims of human rights, but no im- 
mediate payment can be made 
because the move had been 
blocked by the PCGG. 

Last month, the US 9th Circuit, 
Court of Appeals awarded to the 

PCGG/ AA 


‘cross-examination, as sketched by 


uf ByVolt Contreras 


AS “NICOLE” PREPARES FOR HER FIRST PUB- 
lie confrontation with her alleged rapists on 
‘Thursday, the four accused American Marines 
will have a “small party” to mark US Indepen- 
dence Day today. 

‘The Makati City Regional Trial Court has ap- 
proved a motion by the soldiers’ Filipino 
lawyers to hold no hearing today since the US 
Embassy would be on holiday for the Fourth of 


DY July. The embassy acts as custodian of the 


four, 


them enjoy their Independence Day,” 
said Francisco Rodrigo, counsel for S/Sgt. 


« ‘Nicole’ readies for bigday ` 


Chad Carpentier, He said the defense lawyers 
would take advantage of the one-day break in 
the trial to confer with their clients at the em- 
bassy today. 

“We'll have a small party. We'll go there and 
talk with them,” Jose Justiniano, lawyer for 
Lance Cpl. Keith Silkwood, told the Inguier 
when asked if he, too, had Fourth of July plans 
with his client. 

The Subic rape trial is being heard at the 
sala of Judge Benjamin Pozon every weekday 
except Wednesdays, 


Private Prosecutor Evalyn Ursua told the + 


court the prosecution would finally present 
‘NICOLE AA 


‘Time for us to move 
relationship forward’ 


By US Ambassador Kristie A. 
Kenney 

(EDITOR'S Note: The author ar- 
rived in the Philippines on March 
17, 2006, A senior 


free and independent nation, The 
festivities of the Fourth of July re- 
call the signing of the US Declara» 
tion of Independence on July 4, 
1776, and they evoke the Ameri- 


US diplomat, she FPS people's 
us diplomas, sie FCOMMENTARY, | sussie for 
as the US ambas- self-determina- 


~ tion and democracy. 
ander o Bundo) Here in the Philippines, July 4 
AMERICANS AROUND THE also recalls this nation’s indepen- 
world are celebrating today the dence and the establishment of 
birthday of the United States as a TIMEAS 
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* WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Southern Luzon, Visayas and Easter Mindanao wil 
‘perience mostly cloudy skies with scattered ralnshowers and th 

sderlons. Tha rest fe country wil have partlycloudy to al timos 
cloudy shes wi isolato rainshowers or thunderstorms most in 
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State of RP education ‘alarming’ 


No basic mastery 
of key subjects 


AN “ALARMING” NUMBER OF 
students about to enter Philip- 
pine universities lacked a basic 
mastery of key subjects, while 
those entering high school fared 
only marginally better, a report 
said Monday. 

Barely any fourth year students or sixth 
‘graders achieved the 75 percent “mastery” 
‘benchmark for mathematics, science, Filipino 
‘and English languages, and social studies, the 
‘National Statistical Coordination Board said. 

‘While somewhat better than the 2003-2004 
scores, the results of a national achievement 
test for the 2004-2008 school year “revealed 
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GOOD COPS 
Inquirer Publisher Isagani Yambot, center, welcomes the Country's Outstanding Policemen in the Service (COPS) of 2006. 
The outstanding police officers visited the INquInER yesterday. At right Is Aniceto M. Sobrepeña, president of the 


Metrobank Foundation Inc. which sponsored the search for the outstanding police officers. ARs 
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Strong 
typhoon 
threatens 
country 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


DESPITE THE NEARLY SCORCH- 
ing heat in most of Luzon, a ty- 
phoon ushered in the month of 
July, dubbed by the weather bu- 
Teau as the peak of the rainy sea- 
son in the country. 

‘Typhoon “Ester” (international 
name Ewiniar) entered the Philip- 
pine Area of Responsibility yester- 
day, packing winds of 120 kph and 


that the quality of basic education in the coun- 


‘ary remains poor," it said in a statement. 

“Science was the least of the'competencies 
of both elementary and secondary students,” 
‘the government-backed study said. 

“Only one out of five grade six pupils and 
ione out of 200 fourth year students had ac- 
quired mastery of the required education 
competencies for their respective grade/year 
levels,” the report said. 

“Itis alarming to note that there were barely 
ny fourth year students with mastery of Fili- 
ino, while for Science, there were only 1.8 

‘percent students with the required mastery” 

Those belonging to smaller classes and 
‘who had more textbooks “performed slightly 
better” than those belonging to classes with 
91-100 pupils. 

The agency said the study was similar to 
the results of a 2003 Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study. 

Filipino fourth-graders in that study 
ranked third last in both math and science 
‘among 25 countries, while second-year Fili- 
pino high school students ranked 41st in 
‘math and 42nd in science among 45 countries 
“tested. AFP 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


demiology Center, 


because there were 


THE COUNTRY HAS REGIS- 
tered a 51.4-percent decline in 
reported cases of infectious dis- 
eases like dengue, malaria, and 
meningococcemia, during the 
first half of the year, according 
tothe Department of Health. 
From January to June, there 
were only 6,461 infectious 
cases reported compared with 
the 13,299 cases registered 
during the same period last 
year, according to the Disease 
Surveillance Summary Report 
of the DOH’s National Epi- 


‘The reduction came largely 
less 
dengue incidents reported dur- 


Cases of infectious diseases drop by 51% 


ing the period, Dr. Eric Tayag, 
the government's chief epi- 
demiologist, told the InquiRER, 
“And this is because the 
country isn't ripe for another 
dengue outbreak this year," he 
said, explaining that the 
mosquito-borne disease at- 
tacks ona three-year cycle, 
‘The last attack was in 2005 
when more than 20,000 cases 
were reported around the 
country, Tayag said the next 
‘one was expected in 2008. 
This year, he said the 
dengue strain most likely pre- 
sent in the country was similar 
to the one that surfaced in 
2005. He said new infections 
come when another one of 
four dengue strains attacks. 


During the first six months 
this year, there were only 
4,992 dengue cases reported, 
a 51.4-percent reduction com- 
pared with the 10,282 cases 
registered during the same pe- 
riod in 2005. 

The National Epidemiology 
Center also reported a drop in 
meningococcemia cases by 88.4 
percent, from 353 in January- 
June 2005 to only 41 this year. 

Tayag credited the decline 
to the successful effort against 
the disease particularly in the 
Cordillera Administrative Re- 
gion. 

‘Cases of measles were also 
down by 85.5 percent, from 
110 cases in 2005 to only 16 
this year. So were malaria inci- 


gustiness of up to 150 kph. 

Based on satellite images, it 
was located at 1,000 km front 
northern Samar, moving north- 
‘west at 9 kph, according to the 
Philippine Atmospheric geophys- 
ical and Astronomical Services 
Administration. 

es still too far to affect the 
Philippines, but if it continues 
moving northwest, we can expect 
rains by Thursday or Friday. We 
can have a wet weekend," Pagasa 
weather branch chief Nathaniel 
Cruz said in a phone interview. 

Based on its current direction; 
the typhoon'is not expected to'hit 
any Philippine land mass, but it 
can still change its course in the 
next 24 to 36 hours, he said. 

‘es gaining strength as it ap- 
proaches the Philippines... We're 
lucky that it will not hit us,” Cruz 
said, adding there was very litle 
chance that the typhoon would 
bring rains to Metro Manila. 


dents which dropped by 71.3 
percent, from 1,165 to 334. 

Hepatitis B was also down 
by 46.6 percent, from 221 to 
118, and typhoid fever by 42.9 
percent, from212 to 121. 

‘Ablotiin the latest report on 
infectious diseases came from 
leptospirosis, a disease con- 
tacted rat's urine. Leptospiro- 
sis incidents increased by 92 
percent, from 89 to 171. 

Tayag said the increase was 
brought about by flooding 
during which people wi 
open wounds were exposed to 
the disease. 

“Tes also because we have a 
more efficient reporting system 
nowadays and people are more 
aware of the disease,” he said. 
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At the inauguration, the Hon. Patricia A. Sto. Tomas, Secretary 
of the Department of Labor and Employment and Guest of 
Honor cuis the ceremonial ribbon assisted by Mrs. Mercedes 
F. Oca, wife of AMOSUP President, Capt. Gregorio 8. Oca. 
Also in picture are from left, Dr. Roudel Rebong, 
Ophthalmologist: Dr. Ramon Reyes, Cardiologist; Dr. Luis V. 
Vizcarra, Medical Director; Capt. Gregorio S. Oca; Mr. Juju 
Evangelista, Sales Director of PMSI; and Dr, Conrado F. Oca, 
Hospital Administrator. Also in picture is Dr. Eduardo Nievera, 
Radiologist (partially hidden). 


bee 


medical service. 


At the highest level In the Philippines when It comes to CT 
scanners, the Toshiba Aqullon 64 sice CT Scanner boasts 
of many superior features: 


\While other brands claim a lot of things, the Toshiba Aquilon 
64 can acquire a volume of 64 x.0.5mm slices {the thinnest 
sice, unparalleled by any other 64 slice CT Scanner in the 
world), able to visualize stents in the body clearly. 


Now, only a few heartbeats are required to take cardiac 
Images without compromising Image-quallty while still 
guaranteeing an effective voxel resolution of 0.36 mm. This 
allows visualization of the lumen In coronary arteries and 
presents you with a detall of soft-ploque structures. The short 
scan-time eliminates influence from the patients heartbeat, 


With the recent purchase of the Toshiba Aquilion 64 slice CT Scanner, 
Union of the Philippines (AMOSUP) continues Its pursuit to provide Its members and dependents with world-class quailty 


UEP P TENET MIT TEAL 
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the Associated Marine Officers’ and Seamen's 


The Toshiba Aquilion 64 has been designed for easy and 
fast workflow, Automated features, such as “%*Cardio", 
enable the operator to monitor the heart rate of a patient 
prior to the actual scanning. The Toshiba Aquilion 64 will 
automatically set the optimal scanning conditions, This 
assures the bast possible Image-quality of the heart In any 
patient and largely facilitates operator interventions, 
Diagnostic outcome has never been more certain as today 
with the Aquillon 64. 


With the leadership of Capt. Gregorio $. Oca of AMOSUR, 

“the acquistion of the Toshiba Aquillon 64 brings him one 
step closer to his vision to provide world-class medical care 
for every member of AMOSUP.and Its dependents, 


Mutlssco HELICAL CT SCANNER 


From fat. Dr. Conrago F. Oca, Hospital Administrator; Capt. 
Gregorio S. Oca, President of AMOSUP; Hon. Patricia A. 
Sto, Tomas, Secretary of the Department of Labor and 
Employment: Mre. Mercedes F. Oca; and Dr, Luis V. Vizcarra, 
Medical Director. 


Seamen's Hospital 
Associated Marine Officers’ and Seamen’s 
AMOSUP-PTGWO-ITF 
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Union of the Philippines ‘Suite 4A Venada, 


Philippine Medical Systems Inc. 


IZD Amorsolo Si Legaspi Vilage, Makati Chy 


1 Condominium, Mein 892-4044 wo? 
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Does your savings account 


give you this much power? This one does. 


e High daily ATM withdrawable limit 
e No transaction fees in over 6,500 ATMs nationwide 


e No maintaining balance 


© p.a. interest rate 


Only from Citibank Savings, 
the new Power Savings Account. 


Now ready to serve you nationwide, Citibank Savings gives you 
what you've been looking for: a savings account that meets 
the demands of your high-powered lifestyle. 


Start earning 2% p.a. with a P20,000 deposit. 
The higher the balance, the higher the interest rate. 


Open a Power Savings Account today. 
Call or visit any Citibank Savings branch for more details. 


METRO MANILA BRANCHES LUZON BRANCHES 

Alabang - 7711664 Legaspi Village - 894-0581 Batangas : (043) 723-3776, 

Ayala - 817-3514 Ortigas - 667-3979 Dagupan City « (075) 515-3728 
Congressional - 920:2342 Pasong Tamo- 893-4950 San Pablo City - (049) 562-6418 
Del Monte + 712-1252 Pasay Road - 887-4539 

Ermita - 524-9233 Sucat + 829-8160 VISAYAS-MINDANAO BRANCHES 
Kalookan + 361-7060 Tomas Morato 929-1061 Bacolod (034) 435-4176 
Katipunan - 929-9230 West Triangle = 376-6910 Davao « (082) 228-6259 
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Introducing FluorOxygen+C, the skin 
lightening treatment that gives your skin a 
naturally fairer complexion. Unlike other 
whitening treatments, FluorOxygen+ 
effectively works on your skin without 
dryness and other skin irritations. 

É FluorOxygen+C works by using a 3-Step 
whitening process: 


EXFOLIATES 

= glycolic acid removes dead skin cells 
for better absorption of whitening 
ingredients 


EVENS 
= corrects uneven skin tone, lightens 
dark spots and post acne marks 


4 
i WHITENS 

Es ~ powerful whitening formula contains 
4 Vitamin C that suppresses melanin 
4 production and whitens without 


ers. Call 896-6000 NOW! soni 5:10 on 


live 


“YES” to paving by cash or credit card. Say “YES” and SUBSCRIBE! 


AY “YES” 


yellowish or greenish undertones 


FluorOxygen+C = whiter skin. 
Call Facial Care Centre now and ask about 


FREE issues. Say 


The Philippine Daily Inquirer Del 


emer 
Say 
reei a 


our whitening treatment. 


AGET2 FREE WHITENING TREATMENTS 
upon enrollment from July 3-8, 2006 only. 


CALL 892-SKIN (7546) 


facial care 


CENTRE 


waw facilearecente.com.ph 


BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA (961-3404) CEBU (233-7631) 
— > < 


JUST S 


AYES" to FREE delivery. Say “Yi 
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PCGG:Nodeal ‘Nicole’ readies for ‘big day’ 
with victimson ~~ A sito oe rs: urease ates 


the 22-year-old Filipino com- ing forensic pathologist, Dr Raquel into signing the document. mass since, according-to him, 
plainant on Thursday. Fortun, had finished her testimony Yesterday's hearing only took there was a relation between “the 
; as an expert witness. But comple- just about an hour, with the de- effect of alcohol” and the 
awar Abig day tion of Fortun’s testimony hasbeen fense panel finishing its cross-ex- drinker’s weight. 
Talking with the Inqumen, Ur- delayed by defense questions amination of prosecution witness d 
sua said Thursdays hearing about her credentials. Anna Liza Franco, Nicole's step- Size of the pizza 
would be a big day for Nise” seem aye mule on snc Ursua said she would agree to 
the She said the complainant was whether toadmit Fortunasanex- w ae the query about the weight but 
Gasca ee Philip- being prepared emotionally and pert witness and allowherto give Weight and waistline notto that about the waistline. 
PEIE cane Hat cece be: bese apie a eestate psychologically by her therapists her opinion on the medical find- — Pozon adjourned the proceed- Uyehara even asked Franco to 
paee pea nA = a rarei SAE for the expectedly gruelling ses- ingson Nicole. ings three hours early for lackof recall the kind and size of “pizza” 
Cee o genna decision’ oF cee = e sions. A other scheduled witnesses, which she and Nicole ate before 
tes aie e prayaan ado CoE oF peiri ald bee Nicole, who hails from Zam- More witnesses Though brief, the hearing was going to the Neptune Club, where 
gamen Seno US appeals canbe ts ne ae = i boanga City, has only missedone Ursua also reported to the notshorton colorful exchanges. they had alcoholic drinks and met 
per rd de di po legal ight to. the pedar Told b ma ee kar since the trial began on Pa might a oki oe eaten asked = ‘accused soldiers on the dance 
3 june 2. not be available on lay. y defense lawyer Enrico Uye- floor. 
the a” opened Speedlite ene Shielded from the media glare Nicole “will not be our last wit- hara to recall Nicole's “weight” Prosecutors contend that 
sei e a ty owhen. a seri seth by female supporters, anti-US ac- ness,” Ursua clarified to re- and “waistline” on the night of Nicole got too drunk at the Nep- 
ie aai, PON HES i asai aiar gea tivists, and members of her fami- porters, saying there mightbeat the alleged rape. tune to have later consented to 
Bied a pakoa ke nieba mi aa eena to the tateditien, 5 Nicole broke down ia teers or east five to six more witnesses “This is relevant,” the counsel sex with Smith. The defense, on 
ral spe sores se es pee g ok the p Walked out of the courtroom dis- before the prosecution would rest for Duplantis insisted, after Ursua the other hand, has been grilling 
o ae mee k. i paet pani district traught during the first few hear- its case. wondered aloud what those vital witnesses to establish she was 
pealis court last week. court, and we are immune. The US ings, ‘She said these included For- statistics had todowiththecase. sober enough to have consented. 
Party-list Rep. Etta Rosales of district court has no power over the tun; medico-legal officer Rolando 
Akbayan, a member of Claimants Republic of the Philippines, unless A glance away Oniz; a forensic. psychologi 
1081 that filed the rights cases in it does (relinquish its immunity) so 4 P e 


: iya ~ In each court appearance, anda toxicologist. 
1986 in Hawaii, said she feltbad voluntarily,” Sabio said. i ; 4 
Tear dhe DOGG decided to bk Nicole always found herselfafew Ortiz already testified last 


oo : UptoCongress seats away from Silkwood, Car- week but might be recalled to the 
on A a Soca wili realize pherson wa he amag a me ra ee 4 = tie Jade Sen A 

ne r cused, Lance Corporals Dominic fense motion to further 
E E E eea A Seana enc tin ed oa 
a eei an justice ean help regime but the determination of ge ooet vepresented by [rma aaa gare aia 
Rosales said last week. who the victims were and the just Elizabeth Berdal told Pozon they : 

"Reacting to the court order compensation for them should be were allowing the general public Controversial Soriano 
eng oe Oe eee Sean ae Ree eed ne er meen a Tere 
Sr eS Cams, said "It ls a Sabio related that he found it eyes that "there may be parts” in ep ge a topes 
tragedy that the government “very difficult” to take his current Nicole's narrative of the alleged driver of the hired van, where 
Wants to preventthe poorest ofits position on the issue, saying he rape which prosecutors would Nicole was allegedly raped by 
einans fom recovering forbru. madeavowwhenhewasayoung want delivered in a closed-door Smith as the other Marines 
talhhuman rights violations.” lawyer to take the side of the hearing See ed bios tat onthe E ok 

‘At a press conference, Sabio “poor and the oppressed.” k aN anos acts POE Bay, 
said the consequences of giving “We would like the Philippine Earlier than planned pes 
up the country's sovereign immu- Congress and the Supreme Court “We will informthe courtatthe Ursua deferred comment when 


epee be neal to determine this matter. The bill proper time,” she said. asked if the prosecution had got- TWISTED TIES? A member ofa militant women's group attends 

in Congress provides for the pro- "Nicole's expected testi p aie 

Grafecharges in Congres provides forthe po- "Nicole expected eatimony on ren hold of Soriano who, months press conference te dengunesa vised Kind of enti between 

; t g ‘Thursday was earlier than initial- before the trial, recanted his the Philippines and the United States, citing as example the ongoing 

Because a deal with the victims tims can be identified. We should Jy planned. ce N e] e SA pesti al 

would be “grossly disadvanta- not submit to the jurisdiction of a ae riding 

zous to government any PCG the US cou Sabio said, sefer, Gyr A Š ; 

Sfficial who took partinit“would ring to a bill in Congress that T fe | h fe d 

ofa Pe a a Nne NC LOL US to move relationship torwar 

Whether or not he would profit victims. 

thereby” Sabio said. Bills seeking to indemnify the From page At 


saniran eee 


From page Al tims, other claimants include the 


f eeking t rorism and other threats, funding our citizens and governments to This requires private commit- 
Besides, the funds from which human rights victims have been for improved healthcare, expan- challenge themselves. A dedica- ment, not just public funding. 
the compensation would be taken stuck in the House of Representa- one of our most important rela- sion of antitrafficking in persons tion to work together to prioritize This requires personal concern 
‘are indisputably belonging to the tives whose members include @ tionships—that of the American programs, and funding to ensure goals. A dedication to tackle the more than party politics. This xe- 
goveffiment” based on a July 16, daughter of Marcos and her sup- and Filipino peoples as close sustainable farming. rootsof problems rather thansole quires- perseverance, not passing © 
2003, ruling of the Supreme Court. porters. friends and full partners from in- As befits our close relationship, ly their symptoms. A dedication to interest. 
The ruling awarded some $650 President Macapagal-Arroyo dependent but closely inter- the United States is the Philip. dowhatisbestforthecountyand- 1 know'that the thousands of 
million in frozen Swiss Marcos has said she will support legisla- twined free and democratic na- pinès' largest aid grantor, top for: not the individual. Adedication to everyday heroes in the Philip 
bahk accounts tothe government. tion to set aside a certain amount tions, eign investor, and number one refrain from politics as usual when pines, many of whom I'm privi- 
‘On Feb. 3, 1995, Judge Real ofthemoneyascompensationfor So today—July 4, 2006—we trading partner. candor and vision are needed. leged to have met during my trav- 
awarded a $2-billion judgment to victims of human rights viola- celebrate not only the Indepen- Now, standing together tocele- With the announcement of a els, will never cease trying to cre- 
victims of the Marcos regime. tions under Marcos. dence Day of the United States, but brate the beginning of many $21-million anticorruption grant ate peace and prosperity for their 
PEE Since 1986, the government also the 60th anniversary of Philip- more decades of friendship, we by US Millennium Challenge families. | We can't—we 
has recovered a total of P60.8 bil- pine-American Friendship Day. must be prepared to scale even Corp., the American people recent- won't—let them down. 
Part of the amount was to be lion in ill-gotten wealth fromthe (See related storyon PageA6.) higher. The new millennium has ly showed their dedication to help- x 
taken out of a Merrill Lynch ac- Marcoses and their cronies, a- On July 4, 1946, the United brought unheard of challenges to ing the Philippines help itself in Strengthening democracy 
count totaling $35 million under cording to the PCGG. States returned full leadership of both our countries—indeed, to tackling the problem of publicand Our partnership with the Fil- 
the Arelma Foundation, adummy Under Republic Act No. 6657, the Republic of the Philippines to the world community. private corruption, which affects ipino people is working toward 
corporation formed by the Mar- or the Comprehensive Agrarian the Filipino people, initiating 60 every Filipino citizen, yet prevents strengthening not only the Philip- 
coses sometime in 1972. Reform Law of 1988, allil-gotten years of a cooperative parner- Global partners many from challenging threats to pines’ democratic institutions but 
Merrill Lynch asked the court wealth recovered from the Mar- ship between our two nations Itis time for us to move our re- their own prosperity and security. also the abilities of individual 
to resolve the claims on the mon- coses should be spent on land re- based on the deep respect and in- lationship forward, to coordinate _ Ive said many times Since Tiy families and citizens to prosper 
ey. Besides the human rights vic- form. tance tes we fashioned over each of our responsibilities as arrival that as ambassador to the without fear of violence or vic- 
many years, including fighting parmers in a global neighbor- Philippines, it is my job to repre- timization. 
side by side during World War Il, hood. sent the United States in every The US mission in Manila, 
Sex, soccer don tmix as well as during the Korean and As the Philippines prepares to corner of the country. which 1 am proud to lead, has 
y Vietnam wars. accept the high honor of chair- And Tve been fortunatetohave nearly 30 agencies working in the 
> Tor the pastsixdecades, ourbi- manship of the Association of had the opportunity to meet citi- Philippines in partnership with 
very well in Germany lateral relationship has been like Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), zens fom myriad cities and the national and local govern- 
a ladder—presenting myriad op- it is clear that today, more than provinces, from Luzon to the ments, nongovernment organiza- 
portunities to climb further up- ever, democratic governments Visayas to Mindanao, from pover- tions and businesses; 
From page At seid Stephanie Klee, a prosti- | ward and take new steps toward are responsible not only to their ty-stricken rural communities to We are dedicated to helping 
tute who leads a group that | an expanded partnership as the owncitizens butalso tothe global well-off urban areas. our Filipino friends meet the 
“sex garages,” multistory lobbies for the rights of sex | Philippines matured intoastable, community to ensure stable and an challenges of the 21st century. 
brothels and ee workers. established democracy. secure environment that fosters Confidence of Filipinos And we will continue to ty on 
cross-border sex_ trafficking ane prosperity, res human During my travels, I have al- our gracious, experienced and ca- 
may have kepta lid onthe high Regulated trade Endless possibility gee, A lant oe ce aye been ruck by the confi- pable Filipino friends and col- 
Jinks, according to people in In fact, prostitution is | My travels here have shown leaving this world a better place dence expressed by Filipinos in leagues for advice and assistance. 
the sex business. It may even well-regulated in Germany, | me the Philippines is a land of for our children. the strong and close relationship As we move further into the 
the sex put away some of the where about 400,000 people | endless possibility, from tsboun- As old and close friends, we our nations have. And l'm hon. 21st century itis my goal to help 
regular clientele, workin the sex trade. tiful warers to its evergreen hills, must speak with openness about ored that so many Filipinos have the American-Pilipino relation- 
fhile clubs have been busi- Since 2002, prostitutes have | from its bucolic beauty to its ur- the challenges facing us as indi- shared with me their deepest ship also move forward and reflect 
er le cubs hot gomes, the been guaranteed the same | ban bustle. Naturally enough, vidual nations, and as concerned hope—for peace and prosperity not only the changing, dimot in 
cr thar evel as generated rights as those in other indus- | any nation's most valuable re- allies both regionally and global- for their families, their towns and which we live but else the matur- 
nowhere near the surge in de- tries. They must register with | source is its people. In this re- ly. We must stand together as their country. ing partnership that we cherish. 
sont for prostitution or the the authorities and pay taxes, | gard, thePhilippinesisblessed by equal partnersanduseourdemo- _ Their determination to move Although we share a deep his- 
saa erenporary prostitutes and they receive health insur- | milions of energetic, dynamic cratic institutions to fight nontra- forward is inspiring, and their op- tory that we wit continue me, hon- 
from Eastern Europe and ance. citizens. ditional threats to our citizens, timism is contagious. or for generations to come, we 
Asia—that many experts pre- Critics say this legal status | Tve felt the warmth of Fil- such as international terrorism, But we realize that money must focus now on the future and 
dicted. emboldens traffickers to send | ipino-American friendship and natural disasters, drug trafficking alone can't—and won't—solve the possibilities that we can to- 
“Our business is OK, butit's prostitutes, often against their | seenthe results ofthe talent, hard and global pandemics. this problem, Both public and pri- gether achieve for our children, 
not great,” said Egbert will, to Germany. work, and intelligence of Fil- We must ensure that our citi- vate institutions, public officials our citizens and our nations. 
Krumach, ‘the public rela In its annual report on | ipinos, from dedicated teachers zens have the tools and skills to and private citizens, needto dedi- My coway i honored to join 
Kamei ager for Artemis forced labor and trafficking in | atthe Ayala Foundation’s Centex successfully challengethese evils. cate themselves to moving for. hands with our Piping friends in 
sons rie Benin. We get persons, issued just before | schoolin Tondoto brave veterans However, we mustalso recognize ward and creating a stronger this endeavor, and we ae in 
Sauna Club in Berlin "We get peeo Cup, the US state | honoring their fallen comradesat that this is no easy task, and we democratic spirit in the Philip- spired by the openness and will 
game day. We'd be happier department described Ger- | Mt. Samar, to health clinic work- must muster all of our collective pines so every Filipino citizen has ingness of the Filipino people to 
getting 600 a day.” samy as a “source, transit, | ers using their skills to save lives courage and commitmenttofight achancefor peace and prosperity partner with us as well. Happy 
Soccer and sex, it appears, and destination country” for | in Jolo, to businessmen creating these threats, inhis or her lifetime. anniversary, fiends. 
do not mix very well—even in prostitutes. Jobs for their countrymen in Ce- Our relationship has surpassed 
Germany, where prostitution — While crediting Germany's | bu. These are the everyday stumbling blocks over the past 60 s 
is legal and the World Cupor-_ efforts to prosecute traffick. | heroes whose efforts help the years. But as close allies and | Correction 
ganizers have pushed the slo- ing, the report said: "Due to | country grow and succeed. friends, we can discuss our differ- = 
gan ‘A Time to Make the sheer size of the event, ‘The’ American people have ences sensibly and productively, | INTHE Se oe, Soe al v 
Friends.” the potential for increased | steadily supported this growth in when they arise. Sees pke maraghei wise te Mare Seals Dee 
There are plenty of friend- human trafficking surround- | all sectors of society through pro- It is indeed a sign of our strong oe a ee rity receives coraplaints, One of the cell phone 
ly fans here, most of them ingthe games remains acon- | grams, such as development partnership that we are always amea tie MAA Mulkimedie-Aided Monitorin peirard 
male and many pie-eyed by cern.” grants to build infrastructure for able to see beyond our disagree- 0920 2009675, 0 0920-9389873. 8 
alcohol. The bad news for | The German fodera! Bur | keal povem, Job waning menes: look forward instead of és Meet er a ae 
the sex trade is that fans reau of Criminal Investiga- | for out-of-school youth and for- backward; and keep our focus on jer i = iti wont 
would rather guzzle another tion said it had “no knowl- | mer combatants, loans for small our shared goals and the promise | ro ender ay se tae Daly gues POL Siting, Gino foe A: 
beer than go looking for a edge or oranan, about | businesses, US Peace Corps vol- ofa bright future for our peoples. p ere eres Makart iy, fo Ne 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
prostitute, any cases of forced prostitu- | unteers, transformational pro- address: daydesk@inquirencom:ph | 
When clients see police at tion during the tournament, | grams for the Armed Foreesofthe Dedication Foo teu ck of one oe pA d 
the brothels, they think that aspokespersonsaid. New | Philippines and the Philippine _ Moving forward to meet the | ercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
sex work is linked to crime,” York Times News Service National Police toimprovesecuri- challenges of the coming decades | number is 897-8808 Local 342 
> ty and their ability to combat ter- will require a dedication by both 
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By Alcuin Papa 


THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- 
sion on Good Government com- 
missioner remains hopeful that it 
could still make a deal with the 
Marcoses, after former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos announced over 
the weekend that she would not 
enter into any compromise. 

“I am sad this is her reaction. 
But I am still hoping. A compro- 
mise can only be reached if both 
sides are willing,” PCGG Commis- 
sioner Ricardo Abcede said yes- 


ains 


hopeful of striking i 
deal with Marcoses © 


compromise with the Marcoses, 
the principals in the ill-gotten 
wealth cases, nor could the com- 
mission grant tax exemptions to 
the Marcos family. 

Abcede said he would find out 
if Marcos had already “closed her 
mind to a settlement.” If she 
would still consider it, “we will 
pursue” a settlement, the PCGG 
commissioner said. 

Abcede also had a theory that 
Marcos wanted to be “exonerated 
judicially” from all her cases. “If 
there was a deal, the cases would 
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LEADING the Philippine-American Friendship Day parade in Jersey 
City are, from left, Deputy Mayor Ador Equipado, Consul General 
Cecilia Rebong, Batangas Rep. Hermilando Mandanas and Jersey City 
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AFILIPINO-AMERICAN beauty waves during parade to celebrate 60 
years of Philippine-American friendship in Jersey City. The June 25 
festivities drew the participation of thousands of Filipino-Americans 


be dismissed without going 
through their merits. There will 
be no trial to find out if she is 
guilty or not,” he said. 

PCGG Chair Camilo Sabio, 
meanwhile, said he was taking 
Marcos’ 
value.” 

“As I've said, I have not partici- 
pated in negotiations with the 
family of the late President Mar- 
cos. As chairman, I am open to 
the possibility of a compromise,” 
Sabio said 

Robert Sison, a lawyer for Mar- 
cos, said he backed out of talks at 
the request of his client. 

“For now, we will avoid thean- 
gle of a compromise. 1 can’t go 
against the wishes of my client,” 
Sison told the INQuIRER. 

He said he would prefer to fin- 
ish the cases against his client. “It 
should be up to the court to de- 
cide the merits of the case.” 

Sison also said that the talks 
with Abcede were only explorato- 
1y. "They never reached the level 
ofan actual deal.” 


terday. 

Abcede speculated that Mar- 
os’ statement was a reaction to 
negative comments about a possi- 
ble deal. 

Abcede had been holding “ex- 
ploratory talks” with representa- 
tives of the Marcos widow on the 
possible dropping of 500 cases in- 
volving her and members of her 
family in exchange for a part of 
the Marcos wealth estimated to 
be $5 billion to $10 billion. 

The first time the PCGG tried 
to make a deal with the Marcoses 
was in 1993 under former chair 
Magtanggol Gunigundo. This 
was, however, disallowed by the 
Supreme Court. 

Ina Dec. 9, 1998 decision, the 
high tribunal ruled that “the com- 
promise settlement” between the 
PCGG and the Marcoses was ille- 
gal and void, and the stipulation 
to drop pending criminal cases 
against the Marcoses was an en- 
croachment on judicial power. 

The high court also ruled that 
the PCGG had no authority to 


statements at “face 


Mayor Jerramiah Healy. conmeuTeo MOTO 
‘GREAT DAY FOR GREAT FRIENDS’ 


Fil-Ams celebrate 60 years of friendship 


By Rita Villadiego 


Contributor 


in New Jersey. conTuauTD RIOT 


pinos,” said Danao-Salkin. 

The cultural group Bibak 
rocked the stage with ethnic 
dances on Filipino courtship and 
marriage. 

“Ies a milestone celebrating 60 
years of friendship with Americ. 
This is our once-a-year chance to 
get together and show our 
strength as a community," said 
Filipino-American Ador Equip: 
do, deputy mayor of Jersey City. 

New York Consul General Ce 
cilia Rebong said that this yea. 
the Filipinos in the US were cele 
brating 100 years of immigration 
Over three million Filipinos had 
contributed to the economic, so 
cial and political life here, she 
said. 

Jun Hornilla, grand marshal of 


Philippine-American 
ties in full bloom’ 


By Nikko Dizon 


JERSEY CITY—UNDER A GRAY 
sky on June 25, Filipino-Ameri- 
cans here celebrated 60 years of 
Philippine-American friendship 
with a colorful parade and a con- 
cert. 

“Sixty years ago, Filipinos and 
‘Americans fought against the 
Japanese for freedom and the 
years of partnership have contin- 
ued. We have become great 
friends,” said Jersey City Mayor 
Jerramiah Healy. 

“We should have a great day to 
honor our Filipino-American 
friends,” said Healy, who joined 
the parade wearing a traditional 
barong Tagalog 


minds us that our world is a re- 
al community of nations,” 
added Kenney, the first female 
US ambassador to the Philip- 
pines. 

July 4th is America's Inde- 
pendence Day. On this date, 
the Philippines also gained in- 
dependence from America. 

In the Philippines, July 4th 
has since been called Philip- 
pine-American Friendship Day. 

For the 60th anniversary, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 


A GARDEN BURSTING WITH 
the colors of two nations’ flags 
symbolizes 60 years of friend- 
ship between the Philippines 
and the United States. 

Yesterday, the Philippine- 
American Friendship Garden 
on US Embassy grounds was 
inaugurated by Foreign Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo and US 
‘Ambassador Kristie Kenney. 

“I wanted to inaugurate 
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‘The mayor had proclaimed the 
month of June as Philippine 
month in Jersey City in a special 
ceremony few weeks ago. The 
Philippine flag has been flying 
high alongside the American flag 
at city hall until today. 

The message of the festival was 
‘one of unity and camaraderie. 

“The Filipino community has | 
done a great job. Our relationship 
with the US is one which is mutual- 
ly beneficial. America is helping us 
to improve our lives and Filipino- 


something here at the embassy 
that will last forever,” Kenney 
said in a statement released by 
the US Embassy. 

“The plants are all Philip- 
pine and American plants, and 
they are the colors of our 
flags—red, white, blue, and 
gold. This garden reflects the 
living and growing relation- 
ship that we have, and it re- 


and the US Embassy will hold 
‘events throughout the year. 

The official celebration be- 
gins today, with the photo ex- 
hibit entitled “Parmership at 
60," showcasing six decades of 
Philippine-American friend- 
ship and partnership will be 
unveiled at the DFA lobby. 

Romulo and Kenney will at- 
tend the event. 


the parade, was elated with the 
success of the festival, although it 
rained in the afternoon. 

Atthe waterfront, thousands of 
people checked out the street fair, 
showcasing Filipino food and 
souvenirs. The mood was jovial 
and the air was filled with the 
smell of barbecue. 

It was a golden moment ‘tor 
thousands of Filipinos in Jers 
City. The women glowed in their 
elegant Maria Claras and the men 
looked dashing in their ebro 


troops from 1942 to 1946. and Rachel Anne Wolfe per- 


‘Americans here contribute to the He said Americans came to formedsongsofloveand hope. dered barong. 
economy back home," said Batan- colonize the Philippines from  Fiipino-American Broadway “Im proud growing up both 
gas Rep. Hermilando Mandanas, 189910 1946.Sincethen,thetwo star Julie Danao-Salkin American and Filipino. It's fun to 


CLennon,” “Aida” and “Saturday 
Night Fever”) belted out songs 
like “God Bless our Love ” and 
“Grow Old with Me.” 

“Tm honored to be here. It’s 
fantastic to perform for Fili- 


who flew in from the Philippines to 
attend the festivities. 

‘Mandanas, a former Batangas 
governor, also paid tribute to Fili- 
pino veterans of World War II who 
fought side by side with American 


Lafayette awaits gov't OK to resume operations 


SYDNEY—LAFAYETTE MINING 
Led. said it was awaiting final ap- 
proval to restart a copper and 
gold mine on Rapu-Rapu island 
in Albay after it was shut for pol- 
lution violations last year, push- 
ing its shares up 9 percent. 

‘Australia-listed Lafayette in 
June paid a fine of P10.4 mil- 
lion imposed by the Philippine 
government after two cyanide 
spills in 2005 at its Rapu-Rapu 
mine. 

Lafayette said the Mines Reha- 
bilitation Fund committee over- 
seeing the mine's clean-up work 


countries have nurtured a special 
relationship. 

‘Thousands of Filipinos trooped 
to Exchange Place to join the pa- 
rade and enjoy the concert. 

Jazz singers led by Annie Brazil 


join the parade on a float,” said 
17-year-old Erika Hughes, Miss 
Pafcom 2006 and daughter of Fil- 
ipina-American community lead- 
er Ludy Hughes and her Irish 
American husband, 


had passed a resolution on June 
29 confirming the company had 
complied with a set of pre-condi- 
tions before operations could 
restart. 

Lafayette said two weeks ago 
the Department of Environmen- 
tal and Natural Resources in the 
Philippines had verified the com- 
pany's remedial environmental 
measures and that a temporary 
lifting order allowing operations 
to restart on a 30-day trial would 
beissued. 

‘The government is pushing a 
revival of the mining sector to at- 


tract foreign investment and re- 
duce poverty, but has come under 
pressure from influential Roman 
Catholic bishops voicing con- 
cerns about: the environmental 
impact. 

Lafayette, the first foreign firm 
to develop and run a mine in the 
Philippines in almost 40 years, es- 
timates the lode will generate 
revenues of $350 million a year 
from annual production of 
10,000 tons of copper in concen- 
trates, 14,000 tons of zinc, 
50,000 ounces of gold and 
600,000 ounces of silver. 


Lafayette shares jumped as 
nuch as 9 percent. The stock was 
7 percent higher at A$0.092 by 
early afternoon in a flat broader 
market. The stock sank toa three- 
year low of A$0.081 in early 
June. 

A fact-finding committee in- 
vestigating the spills in October, 
chaired by a bishop, called for the 
permanent closure of Lafayerte's 
operations, a moratorium on 
mining on the island and a review 
of the law allowing 100 percent 
foreign ownership of local mines. 

Reuters 
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‘Tuesday, July 4, 2006 
13th Week in Ordinary Time 
Elizabeth of Portugal 
Ist Reading: 
Gospel: 


Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Without 
‘warning a fierce storm hit the lake, with waves sweeping the boat, But 
Jesus was asleep, 


PRICE CUT! anseyan onw 


SAME PIE DOR They woke him and cried, "Lord save us! We are lost!" But Jesus an- | 
mepemamervoun | | swered, "Why are you so afraid, you of little faith?" Then he stood up 
Strictly from GIOIA ALAR, and ordered the wind and sea; and it became completely calm. | 


July 7-16.06. CisecRescoums ‘The people were astonished. They said, "What kind of man is he? 
ai Even the winds and the sea obey him.” 
Commentary 

God is crying out in the voice of Amos that his people refuse to listen to 
him no matter what he does or what happens to them. Even though he 
has favored them since the beginning, it makes no difference. Now “pre- 
pare to meet your God, O Israel." This is the cry of every prophet in every 
‘age, including our own. 

Jesus is in the boat with his disciples and he sleeps. A storm comes up 
and they panic, grabbing at him. They still do not know whose presence 
they live in/with, We must remember the power of Jesus that dwells with 
us ahvays. And we have no reason to be afraid 
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NEW LABOR Secretary Arturo Brion stands 
behind President Macapagal-Arroyo during 
the oathtaking of new officials held at Camp 
Aguinaldo in Quezon City. unuon 


New labor 
chief spells 
out priorities 


By Jerome Aning 


LABOR DISPUTE AVOIDANCE IS ONE OF 
the priorities of newly-appointed Labor Sec- 
retary Arturo Brion, who formally assumed 
his post yesterday. 

In his first press conference, Brion told re- 
porters that he would be proposing a new 
method whereby union and management 
could call on the government for intervention 
in an ongoing labor dispute. 

‘The new instrument, to be called request 
for intervention, would allow workers to call- 
on the Department of Labor and Employment 
to settle differences between labor and man- 
agement, he said. 

‘Under the current setup, government will 
intervene in a dispute only if workers file a 
notice of strike, after which the DOLE's Na- 
tional Conciliation and Mediation Board steps 
in and undertakes compulsory arbitration, 

In the new method, the filing of a request for 
intervention would be open to both manage- 
‘ment and labor, Brion explained. It would be 
purely voluntary and would bind the filing par- 
ty not to do anything to exacerbate the dispute. 

‘The DOLE circular for the new instrument 
for intervention would be out within two 
weeks, he said. 

The new department chief said he would 
implement the various policies and programs 
of his predecessor, Patricia Sto. Tomas, for the 
rest of the year “with some fine-tuning and 
new initiatives." 

Brion’s first day at the DOLE was marked 
by protests organized by members of the Par- 
tido Manggagawa and the Bukluran ng Mang- 
gagawang Pilipino. 

The protestors presented their “Workers Re- 
form Agenda,” a list of pro-labor reforms, and 
challenged the secretary to act on the workers’ 
grievances within his first 100 days in office. 

Yuen Abana, PM campaign officer, said: 
“Workers do not expect a miracle from the new 
labor secretary. What we want is a step towards 
the resolution to our long-standing problems 
such as starvation wages, insecure jobs, unem- 
ployment, capitalist abuse, union busting, and 
Violations of labor rights and labor standards.” 


NEWSBRIEFS 


It’s people who suffer 

‘THE COUNTRY and the people will suffer the 
most from the new impeachment cases flied 
against the President, according to Sen. Ra- 
mon Bong Revilla Jr. Revilla cited the country's 
experience from the previous attempt to Im- 
peach the President, saying that it was the 
economy and not the President that took the 
hardest hit. Revilla cited the fall of the peso, 
diving a whopping 4 percent in only a month, 
reaching one of its lowest levels at P56.44 to a 
dollar, with the key stock index falling 8.5 per- 
cent In only three weeks. 


Free ride for disabled 
PERSONS with disabilities can ride the Metro 
Rall Transit 3 (MRT)-Edsa route free of charge 
for one week beginning July 17. This was an- 
nounced by Roberto Lastimoso, general man- 
ager of Metro Rail Transit Authority, in connec- 
tion with the celebration of the 28th National 
Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week 
‘on July 17-23. PWDs who wish to avail of the 
{ree rides must present upon entry and exit at 
MRT3 stations thelr Transportation Discounted 
Fare I issued by the National Council for the 
Welfare of Disabled Persons. 
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Palace wants Senate to censure Jamby 


By Christine O. Avendaño, T] Burgonio 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


MALACAÑANG WANTS THE SENATE TO 
take action on the "inappropriate action” of 
Sen. Jamby Madrigal, who met with Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines founder Jose Ma. 
Sison and other communist leaders in The 
Netherlands recently. 

Saying that Madrigal “cannot masquerade 
as a peace advocate,” Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye yesterday urged the Senate to take 
punitive action on what he described as the 
senator's “betrayal of trust given to her by the 
Filipino people as an elected official.” 

Madrigal met last week with Sison and is- 
sued a joint communique with him that called 
for the resumption of peace talks between the 
government and the CPP-New People's Army- 
National Democratic Front, among others. 

‘The communique also criticized the all-out 
war the government had recently declared 
against the NPA, stating that the military oper- 
ations would only lead to “economic ruin and 
further escalate human rights violations.” 

“Her action was that of a traditional politi- 
cian engaged in a dark conspiracy with the 
enemies of the Constitution,” Bunye said in a 
statement, “She is straddling positions be- 
tween the democratic Republic and the revo- 
lutionary left just to satisfy self-serving ends.” 

Bunye's call closely hewed to a letter Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez sent to the Senate also 
yesterday, where he asked the chambers lead- 
ership to sanction Madrigal for having “commit- 
ted acts tantamount to treason” and for violat- 
ing ethical standards for public officials. 

Gonzalez. said Madrigal showed disloyalty 
to the government since the communique 
“appeared to be derogatory to the Republic.” 

Gonzalez. also told reporters in an inter- 


Vidal aide insists 
cardinal didn’t 
join One Voice 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—CEBU ARCHBISHOP RICARDO 
Cardinal Vidal has not joined the multi-see- 
toral coalition that opposes moves to amend 
the Constitution and adopt a parliamentary 
form of government. 

‘Vidal, who was still in Spain, issued the clarifi- 
cation through his spokesperson, Msgr. Achilles 
Dakay, Cebu Archdiocese media liaison officer 

Dakay said that during a meeting with One 
Voice convenor Christian Monsod, Vidal only 
agreed to facilitate a dialog between the coali- 
tion and Malacafiang, 

“That's what he (Vidal) said. He did not at 
all say yes to all the five points, and he did not 
sign anything,” said Dakay. 

Monsod, in a faxed statement to the Inguin- 
sn, said that he had personally met with Vidal 
on June 26 at a residence in Wack-Wack sub- 
division, “during which time the Cardinal 
gave his express permission for us to an- 
nounce that he had joined One Voice.” 

“On the matter of an unsigned form that is 
in possession of Msgr. Dacay ... perhaps [he] 
was not privy to the conversation between the 
Cardinal and Fr, Diola or to my meeting with 
the Cardinal,” Monsod said. 

Meanwhile, Lito Monico Lorenzana, chair of 
the Charter Change Advocacy Commission crit- 
icized Monsod for allegedly misrepresenting Vi- 
dal as having joined One Voice. With a report 
from Norman Bordadora 
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view that Madrigal’s act supported the gov- 
emment’s belief that the opposition had 
forged an alliance with the left. 

“Considering that a state of rebellion exists 
between the Sison-led NPA and the Philippine 
government, Sen. Madrigal had, in effect, com- 
mitted acts tantamount to treason punishable 
under Article 137 of the Revised Penal Code ‘by 
adhering to the enemies of the Republic and/or 
giving them aid or comfort. While we are not at 
War with any foreign state, there is ‘actual as- 
semblage of men for treasonable purposes that 
would be sufficient even if not actual clash of 
arms took place,” Gonzalez said in the letter. 

According to the justice secretary, visiting 
Sison per se was not illegal since Madrigal 
could have done that out of a noble purpose, 
but he said the issuance of the joint commu- 
nique was a different matter. 

Malacafiang’s call and Gonzalez’s request 
may come to naught as Senate President 
Franklin Drilon yesterday scoffed at Gonza- 
lez’s letter. 

“Justice Raul Gonzalez is over-reacting when 
he invoked the crime of treason against Sen. 
Jamby Madrigal for meeting with NDF leader 
Jose Ma. Sison,” Drilon said in a statement. 

Drilon argued that his colleague could not 
have committed the crime since the Philip- 
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pines is not at war with another 
country, an essential element for 
treason under Article 137 of the 
Revised Penal Code. 

“"f talking to Sison is now a 
crime, then Iam afraid a number 
of other government officials 


TeraBreatt 
‘Kit System 


should also be prosecuted by Sec- 
retary Gonzalez,” he said. 

æ “We recall that no less than Speak- 
er Jose de Venecia and several House 
‘members met, at one time or anoth- 
er, with Sison and other NDF officials 
in The Netherlands," he added, 
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Economics congress at UP 
‘THE UNIVERSITY of the Philippines School of 
Economics Student Council and the UP Eco- 
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| By Nikko Dizon 


AN UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION OF 
Filipino migrants groups worldwide 
has protested the seeming exclusion of 
“global Filipinos” from the proposed 
revisions to the 1987 Constitution. 

‘The Global Forum on the Consti- 
tution noted that global Filipinos 
‘would lose their right to suffrage if 
the system of government shifts to a 
parliamentary form. 

It was only in 2004 that Filipinos 
abroad with dual citizenship were 
able to participate in the elections 
with the enactment of the Overseas, 
Absentee Voting (OAV) Law. 

Under the OAV, Filipinos with du- 
al citizenship can vote but only in 
national level elections, 

With a shift to a parliamentary form 
of government, as proposed in the 
Charter change, global Filipinos will be 
unable to vote for members of parlia- 
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: lobal Filipinos want sd 


ment because they are district repre- 
sentatives elected in the local level 

According to the group, there are 
over 12 million “global Filipinos,” 
including migrant Filipinos living 
and working in different parts of the 
world as well as the eight million 
‘Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs). 

“The Charter revision versions so 
far produced by different official bod- 
ies shut out all global Filipinos from 
taking direct participation in the 
country mainstream governance,” 
the group said in a press statement. 

“They cannot vote, they cannot 
run for public office, and they have 
no one to represent them in legisla- 
ture,” the group added. 

Ata forum held at the Manila Polo 
Club yesterday, leaders of Global Fo- 
rum met with members of the Advo- 
cacy Commission led by former UP 
President Jose Abueva. 
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hposed Cha-cha, The Global Forum also said that 
utiertez, edit most global Filipinos were not con- 
ne News, the sulted on the Cha-cha. However, 
inerican-Filipino Abueva said that he went to San 
Francisco, USA, when he was chair 
of the Consultative Commission last 
Filipinos could year and met with Filipino groups. 
‘ongoing debate Aside from being able to vote “in 
Hhad helped keep 2007 and beyond,” Global Forum 
ly afloat, making said that a new Constitution should 
e $12 billion re- also allow global Filipinos to be rep- 
year: resented in parliament, just like on- 
brum convenor, shore Filipinos, and allow global Fil- 
Victor Barrios, ipinos to run for office under the 
jns among vari- party-list system. 
zations world- The group also said that the Con- 
global Filipinos stitution should adopt the principle 
yin the need to “Once a Filipino, Always a Filipino,” 
ion.” where only a renunciation would 
fever, divergent lead to the loss of one’s citizenship. 
Intandthe mode Global Forum stressed that global ‘A! > tom smse Arteen aa ra Sasa ree ates Sat ees 
iges. The group Filipinos should be “included in the 
position on the process leading to the final version x 
Barrios added, ofthe revised Constitution.” Pea 
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Love-hate relationship 


Ti PHILIPPINES AND THE UNITED STATES HAVE 


had a continuing love-hate relationship in the 60 
years since the US restored the independence of the 
Philippines, For 18 years, July 4 was called Philippine In- 
dependence Day, until in 1964 President Diosdado Maca- 
' pagal decreed that Freedom Day should be celebrated on 
‘June 12, in commemoration of the republic that was pro- 
claimed in Kawit, Cavite, by President 
EDITORIAL Emilio Aguinaldo. 

Tt has been a love relationship be- 
cause Filipinos look up to the US as Mother America, a 
teacher and guardian that taught them English, laid 
down the foundation of a modern educational system 
and set up many of the institutions of democracy. Soon af- 
ter the American colonizers took over in 1898, Filipinos 
yéered away from Mother Spain and quickly took a liking 
tọ Hollywood, Coca-Cola and jazz. Now, the dream of 
many Filipinos is to emigrate to the US and become green 

card holders, if not naturalized US citizens, 

Butit has also been a hate relationship because over the 

. years, irritants keep cropping up. Some Filipinos resented 
the fact that after World War II the US gave more atten- 
tion and aid to a former enemy nation, Japan, than to its 

* ward whose capital, Manila, was the second most devas- 
fated city next to Warsaw. The US, to add insult to injury, 
demanded parity rights from the Philippines at a time 
when it was lying prostrate from the ravages of war, The 
US also asked for and got military basing rights in the 
Philippines. The US military bases were a frequent source 
of irritants, including questions over the custody of US 
soldiers accused of crimes. 

But in general, the relationship between the Philip- 
pines and the United States continues to be good. The US 
is still the Philippines’ No. 1 trading partner, the biggest 
investor in the Philippines and the largest donor of for- 
eign aid. Americans make up the biggest group of tourists 
to the Philippines. And Filipinos still prefer to go to the US 

„than to any other country when they do post-graduate 
studies. 

Hundreds of thousands of Filipinos have become natu- 
ralized citizens or permanent residents of the United 
States. The US is the biggest beneficiary of the brain drain 
from the Philippines. Thousands of doctors, nurses and 
other professionals yearly leave the Philippines for the. 

_ US, where they get better pay and enjoy better opportuni- 
‘tigs for further training and professional advancement. 
““@nly recently the US government increased its aid to 

-the Philippines by 42 percent, from the original $92.7- 
million allocation to $131.2 million for fiscal year 2006. 

“In May, the two countries formalized a new security ar- 
rangement to bolster their campaign against terrorism 
and other threats. The Philippines continues to be a part- 

mer of the US in the global war against terrorism, The US 

“jg giving the Philippines assistance in fighting drug traf- 
ficking and smuggling. 

The US is intensifying its economic relationship with 
the Philippines through the Trade and Investment Frame- 
work Agreement. Recently it removed the Philippines 
from its “priority watch list” of countries that do not prop- 
erly enforce intellectual property rights, and in May rep- 
resentatives of the two governments and private sector’ 
leaders met to assure stronger IPR protection. The Philip- 
pines has also made it out of Washington's human traf- 
ficking watch list and moved to a category of countries 
that have made substantial progress in combating this 
crime. 

‘There has been a resurgence of some bad feeling about 
the United States recently because of the alleged rape ofa 
22-year-old Filipina by four US Marines in Subic. The in- 
sistence of the US government on retaining custody of the 
four accused Marines has angered many Filipinos who 
say that the US is treating the Philippines not as a co- 
equal state but as a colony. But some Philippine officials 
have explained that the present situation obtains because 
of the provisions of the Visiting Forces Agreement. A rene- 
gotiation of the VFA has to be started soon. 

“On the 60th anniversary of Philippine-American 
„Friendship Day, the relations between the two countries, 
despite occasional irritants and problems, continues to be 
strong and vibrant, It is a relationship that should re- 
_dound to the good of both countries and to the security 
and well-being of their respective regions and the world. 
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Duckin 


FROM WHAT REGIONS DO MOST FILIPINO 
overseas workers come? And how do the cash 
and goods they send back affect food on family 
tables, schools that kids attend and poverty in 
their own home regions? 

Ernesto Pernia of the University of the Philip- 
pines School of Economics grapples with these 
questions in a new study titled, “Diaspora, Re- 
mittances and Poverty Alleviation.” 

“Remittances (have become) the new devel- 
opment finance,” as migrants the world over 
send money home. Filipino OFWs ranked third 
in terms of padala, after Indians and Mexicans. 

Pernia does not recycle the question earlier 
studies addressed: Do remittances help lift fam- 
ilies out of penury? (They do.) 

‘An increase of P1,000 in a padala packet re- 
sults in a P2,543 additional outlay for food, 
clothing and other basic needs, per person 
among the poorest 40 percent of households, 
Pernia writes. This holds true “even in lagging 
regions." 

The analysts focuses on "hoime-country” con- 
sequences. “The more developed regions send 
more OFWs than the less developed ones,” the 
study found, 

“Appreciably greater shares of the total re- 
mittances are going” to the better off, “Remit- 
tances overall may contribute to a widening of 
the economic disparities across regions,” may 
be one unintended spinoff. 

‘OFWs from poorer regions send home signif- 
icantly higher average remittances than those 
from more affluent regions. Altruism? That one 
is hard to pin down. But there seems to be a 
“higher propensity to send more money to as- 
sist their more deprived families.” 

“Remittances matter significantly for region- 
al development,” the study asserts. “But overall 
increases in regional incomes do not seem to 
benefit low-income families as much as the up- 
per-income ones.” 

Tn 2004, over 1.1 million migrants made 
tracks for, as the pop song put it, those “far 
away places with strange sounding names.” 
Barely a decade earlier, 795,000 left. This exo- 
dus rose, on average, by 3.7 percent yearly. 


I DON'T GREATLY MIND THAT THEY'VE MADE 
it appear as though GMA has conquered the 
hearts and minds ofthe Italians and Spaniards, 
1f they want to delude the Filipino people along 
with themselves, well, that has always been 
their favorite sport. Though while at that, clear- 
ly the bright boys in Malacafiang did not do 
their homework. Nobody seems to have won- 
dered if going to Europe at this time wasn't a 
thoroughly stupid idea. The reason for it being 
that a monumentally earthshaking event, one 
that has been known to stop wars and time it 
self, was even then taking place up north in Ger- 
many. An event called the World Cup, 

Had George W. Bush called on the Pope and 
Jose Luis Zapatero, he himself would have met 
‘with rulers of heaven and earth in the throes of 
distraction. Oh, yes, the Pope watches the World 
‘Cup, too, and might have found a visitation from 
a worldly vassal an ungodly intrusion into a di- 
vine preoccupation. Certainly, the media of both 
countries would have been at best marginally 
aware that the president of the most powerful 
country on earth had landed on their shores, 

As for the visit of a fake president from a 
country called Lilliput, well, only the Lilliputians 
could be made to believe it actually created rip- 
ples, But like 1 said, I don't mind that greatly. 
‘What I do mind is that GMA actually visited the 
monument of Jose Rizal in Madrid, images from 
which were splashed in newspapers and TV last 
weekend, Prospero Nograles was just proposing 
last week that a strict separation be made be- 
tween Church and State, I myself am proposing 
that a strict separation be made between Rizal 
and GMA. Or that an injunction be made pre- 
venting GMA from coming within 100 yards of 
any monument, street or bakery that has the 
word “Rizal” on it, 

“The only two things GMA and Rizal have in 
common are their height and their fluency in 
Spanish. Everything ends there. By his works 
and deeds, Rizal showed he stood 10 feet taller 
than all of his countrymen, with the possible ex- 
tepon af Andres Bemitacio By her works and 


VIEWPOINT 3 T 


tao 
á 


Juan L. Mercado A zi 


Remittances outpaced that by surging at an 
average of 12.1 percent yearly. This was “more 
than thrice faster than the increase in the num- 
ber of OFWs.” 

“This steady cash swell contrasts sharply with 
foreign direct investment, “whose growth has 
been erratic and on the downtrend more re- 
cently” Official development assistance has 
been shrinking. 

Precise data on remittances is difficult to pin 
down. “It’s easier to hide cold cash than warm 
bodies," Pernia admits. Last year remittances 
were officially recorded at $11,7 billion or 
about 10 percent of GDP The real amount is 
double, maybe more, the World Bank esti- 
mates. Many remitters skip banks and ship via 
“carrier pigeons:" couriers, money changers 
and other informal channels, Half of OFWs in 
Hong Kong “do not have bank accounts in their 
home country” the Asian Development Bank 
found 

Pernia reports that one out of every five mi- 
grants come from Southern Tagalog: Batangas, 
Cavite, Laguna, Quezon and Rizal lumped as 
Calabarzon. The National Capital Region ac- 
counts for 18 out of every 100 migrants. The 
proportion in Central Luzon is 14. “Metro 
Manila and adjacent regions of Southern Taga- 
Jog and Central Luzon together account for at 
least half of OFWs.” 

Other significant senders of OFWs are Ilocos, 
Western Visayas and Cagayan Valley. These 
three account for close to a quarter of the total. 

Relatively smaller fractions of the total were 
reported from the poorer regions of Mindanao, 
Eastern Visayas and Bicol, Clearly, the poor are 
less able to migrate 

‘Average six-month remittance per OFW in 
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deeds, GMA shows she stands four feet shorter 
than all of her countrymen, with the possible ex- 
ception of her husband. As to being able to speak 
Spanish, well, Rizal spoke a host of other lan- 
guages, but the one that he was truly proud of 
was the language of truth, quite apart from the 
language of love. He paid dearly for the lan- 
guage of truth as much as he gained sublimely 
for the language of love. 

At the very least, my proposal for the separa- 
tion of Rizal and Gloria comes from the fact that 
she has done him a horribly ill tum already. For- 
ever engraved the mind of this country will be 
the image of her in Baguio in December 2002, 
on the day devoted to recalling the heroism of 
Rizal, which was the day he was shot to death in 
Bagumbayan, vowing not to torment this coun- 
try some more by attempting to lead it one sec- 
cond longer than the remainder of Erap's term. 
Because, as she said presciently there, to do so 
‘would to be to plunge this country into “never- 
ending divisiveness.” That was the last time she 
would tell the truth, Rizal is still waiting for her 
toapologize. 

At the very most, my proposal for the separa- 
tion of Rizal and Gloria comes from the fact that 
the latter is the very antithesis of the former. Glo- 
ria is the very opposite of what Rizal was and is. 
Rizal loved this country so much he was willing 
to die for it. Gloria loves power so much she is 
willing to kill activists and journalist for it, 

As | wrote during Rizal's birthday last month, 
Rizal was an exceptionally gifted man, a jack of 
all trades and master of all, He was a doctor, 
ophthalmologist, novelist, poet, essayist, 
fuotenuist, hmguist spratsinan (excclling. in fene 
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1995 was P34,207. This rose to P72,795 in 
2004. And out of every dollar remitted, from 18 
to 27 cents went to Metro Manila. Souther 
Tagalog got 18 to 22 cents and Central Luzon 
12 to 15 cents. “Thus, over half of OFW remit- 
tances went to the country’s three most devel- 
oped regions.” 

Western Visayas, locos and Central Visayas 
got a fifth to a quarter of the total “Predictably, 
the poorer regions were recipients of much 
smaller shares.” 

“The pattern of average remittance per OFW 
by region is intriguing," Pernia writes. "It de- 
parts from the regional distribution of OFWs 
and total remittances." 

Regional data on average remittances in 
1995 show that Central Visayas got the highest 
‘average remittance per OFW. It was 1.6 times 
the national average, Metro Manila came sec- 
ond at 1.3 times, Western Visayas followed at 
1.2times. 

‘They were trailed by Northem Mindanao, 
‘Southern Mindanao,’ and’ the Cordillera Au- 
,tonomous region, in that order. Southern Taga- 
‘og and Central Luzon were only ninth and sev- 
enth in the ranking, while Bicol was eighth. 

But by 2004, there were telling changes. The 
‘Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
ranked first in average remittance, 1.4 times 
the national average. Metro Manila came in 
second again. Central Visayas, Southern Taga- 
log, Southern Mindanao, Eastern Visayas, 
Caraga, Northem Mindanao, Central Luzon 
and Bicol followed, in that order. 

‘Though fewerin number, OFWs from less de- 
veloped regionals may be more highly skilled. 
Hence, they earn higher average incomes. 

Labor migration is not entirely an unquali- 
fied blessing, Pernia writes. It exacts no mean 
sacrifices from migrant workers and their fami- 
lies. 

At the national level, the remittance bonanza 
has kept government cobbling difficult but es- 
sential policy reforms, Remittances are transi- 
tory. They should not be an excuse for govern- 
ment “to buckle down and do long overdue 
home work” 


ing and shooting), a veritable Renaissance man, 
He could have taken the safe path, living the sa- 
Jon life in Barcelona, tolerated, if not entirely ac- 
cepted as peer by his colonial masters, content 
to eam a living doing marginal OFW work ifhe 
could not eam a license to practice his art or 
craft, Instead he chose to risk life and limb by ex- 
posing the tyrannical rule of the friars in particu- 
Jar (they were a temporal power as much as a 
spiritual one, and ruled in both respects vicious- 
1y) and came back to his patria adorada despite 
the importuning of his friends not to, and paid 
the ultimate price for telling the truth. 

If GMA has any bone in her body inducing a 
capacity for self-sacrifice, only she knows about 
it. The only self-sacrifice she has taken before 
and after she was accidentally thrust into power 
by Edsa Ii was exiling her husband to Las Vegas 
during the height of the “Hello Garci” scandal, 
"That was a sacrifice? That was a reward—for 
both of them. And for a crime the likes of which 
has not been seen in this country before, In any 
case, it made about as much sense as Charter 
change: GMA has stolen the vote? The solution 
is to exile her husband. GMA is not the rightful 
president of this country? The solution is to 
change the Charter, 

T don't know which is worst: GMA acting as 
though she is president of this country, as 
though she is in constant communication with 
God, or as though she is the repository of the 
legacy of this country’s heroes. Rizal did dream 
of Filipinos being proud and free. Yet today, we 
see n nation where people, especially journal- 
ists, are murdered for telling the truth, where 
selfishness and ruthlessness and lust for power 
are paraded as virtues, where the youth, who 
are the hope of the motherland, are pilloried as 
upstarts for heckling impostors, and we do noth- 
ing, Well, we send text jokes, 

T myself wish GMA would have a third thing 
in common with Rizal, which is that she would 
be shot at Bagumbayan. I can at least safely say 
she will not go on to become a hero, national or 
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‘THE POLICE REPORTED LAST SUNDAY THAT 
there was zero crime across the nation, as the 
people, including criminal elements, paused to 
‘watch their champ, Manny Pacquiao, beat Oscar 
Larios of Mexico, But elsewhere in the nation, an- 
other great sport was being followed in the wee 
hours of the morning in various venues, such 
some Global City restaurants and the Moro 
Lorenzo Gym at the Ateneo: the World Cup. What 
heightens interest in this year’s Cup is that it looks 
like the two traditional European protagonists, 
host Germany and France, will fight for the cham- 
ionship—unless Portugal spoils that prospect by 
saring France on Wednesday at 3 a.m. (Manila 
time). Champagne flowed at Champs Elysees last 
Saturday when France beat Brazil, eliminating 
the last ofthe great South American teams. 

Brazil's defeat was particularly bitter, for in 
1998 they had also fought for the championship 
which France won. Last weekend's return bout 
was supposed to break the jinx for Brazil, but it 
‘was equally important for France. My husband 
‘was assigned as our ambassador to Cambodia 
at that time, and I recall that the French victory 
came on Bastille Day. That day, the French Em- 
bassy in Phnom Penh, instead of hosting just the 
customary evening reception, opened its doors 
from morning till night, with wines, cheeses 
and caviar flowing. Will the fates bless France 
this yeas, or will Portugal ruin its chances? 

By the way, so big is the World Cup craze that 
the Saudi king was ready to give each player of 
the country’s team an extra bonus of $160,000 
hadit gone to the quarterfinals. 

Dr. Jose V. Abueva, former UP president and now 
president of Kalayaan College, who chaired the 
Constitutional Consultative Commission, made a 
strong pitch for people's initiative at the recent 
d2RH program 1 co-host with Cecile Alvarez. He 
was reacting to the full-page ad that One Voice had 
just published, rejecting this method of changing 
the Charter. Abueva noted that in 1986 President 
Cory Aquino did not call a constitutional conven- 
tion, but instead appointed the 49 members of the 


ODDS WERE SO OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR 
of Manny Pacquiao that it made little sense to lay 
bets on the outcome of Sunday's fight. Still, those 
who bet on a victory for Chololo Larios must have 
salivated just a bit at the prospect of a windfall 
when, in the third round, Pacquiao appeared to 
be in trouble, trapped against the ropes and try- 
ing to fight off a barrage from the Mexican. 

‘But once he managed to slip away from this 
tight spot, Pacquiao had the rest of the 12- 
rounder sewed up. Twice, local fans thought the 
fight was finished, but Larios showed that, de- 
spite his underdog status he still had alot of heart 
in him, getting on his feet again and even grin- 
ning widely, as if to taunt his opponent. 

Still, the duel at Araneta Coliseum lacked some 
of the edge and sparkle of the Pacquiao-Morales 
fight in Las Vegas, where the outcome was far 
more uncertain than in Sunday's match. Maybe 
we've just gotten used to seeing the Pacman bring 
down his opponents, or perhaps the relentless 
promotions had numbed our excitement. 

IT DIDN'T help, either, that Pacquiao himself 
seemed distracted, with concerns other than 
prevailing in the ring perhaps stirring in his 


He had not just his reputation and his 
health on the line, after all, but even a consid- 
erable monetary interest, since he had also 
helped promote the fight. Then, too, in the 
months since the Las Vegas victory, Pacquiao 
has become a one-man endorsement con- 
glomerate, his face and even that of his wife 
and boys used to sell products as diverse as 
gin and beer, to fast food chicken and even a 
muscle relaxant. 

His commercial activities and undoubtedly 
vastly improved material circumstances may 
have taken some of the bloom off Pacquiao's 
image, and yet, there's no denying that in 
Manny Pacquiao Filipinos have found a hero 
after their own heart. 

IFYOU'REa serious fan of science fiction and fan- 
tasy classics, like "Lord of the Rings,” "Star Wars,” 
“Star Trek” and even "Harry Potter,” you might 
want to take part in "New Worlds 4: A Broken 
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WITH ONE-THIRD OF THE PALESTINIANS’ 
Hamas-led government now under arrest by Is- 
rael, the escalation in Israeli-Palestinian relations 
has moved beyond military confrontation. A far 
more fundamental question has come into view: 
Can a Palestinian government that draws its au- 
thority from an agreement with Israel stay in 
power when it is led by an organization commit- 
ted to the destruction of Israel? 

The abduction of an Israeli soldier in the Gaza 
Strip, as well as the abduction and subsequent 
murder of an 18-year-old Israeli civilian in the 
West Bank, have brought to the fore that ques- 
tion, which has haunted Israeli-Palestinian rela- 
tions since Hamas won parliamentary elections in 
January. 

The international community, led by the 
“Quartet” (the United States, the European 
Union, the United Nations and Russia), has put 
three conditions to the Hamas government if it 
wishes to achieve international legitimacy and 
continue to be supported financially: Hamas 
must recognize Israel's right to exist, stop all ter- 
rorist activities, and commit itself to carry out all 
previous international agreements signed by the 
Palestinian Authority. These look like reasonable 
conditions to any outside observer. To Hamas, 
however, they appear to undermine its very rai- 
son d'etre. 

After all, this is an organization committed 
tothe destruction of Israel—its charter calls for 
a holy war against all Jews—and the establish- 
ment of an Islamic state in all of historical 
Palestine. Indeed, Article 22 of that charter re- 
veals that Hamas views the Jews (together with 
the Freemasons and other nefarious organiza- 
tions like Rotary International and the Lions 
Club), as responsible for the French and Bol- 
shevik Revolutions, World Wer land World War 
I, So it is no great surprise that Hamas rejected 
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Constitutional Commission wihich worked for six 
months on the new constitution without consulta- 
tions with the people. By contrast, said Abueva, the 
Consultative Commission conducted workshops 
across the country He also noted that all the consti- 
tutions we've had—the 1899, 1935, 1971 and the 
1987—expressly recognized that sovereignty re- 
sides in the people and all authority emanates from 
them, Now, says Abueva, if we grant that the people 
are sovereign, then lets respect their decision to 
back up a people's initiative to amend the Constitu- 
tion, and not deride them, as One Voice is doing. 

Abueva pointed out that one million people at 
Edsa I succeeded in ousting a dictator and in- 
stalling a new president and about the same num- 
ber also succeeded in ousting “a second president 
whom we didn’ like.” Why is it, he asked, that 
when 10 million people, backed up by about 1.7 
million local officials, sign the people's initiative, 
theyarebelittied? | 

Spain and the Philippines signed a mutual 
agreement against terrorism during President 
Macapagal-Arroyo’s recent visit to Madrid. It 
will be recalled that Spain had its own “9/11” 
two years ago, with the bombing of the big rail- 
way station and other places in the capital. The 
agreement is a good prelude to the Asean Sum- 
mit to be held in Mactan this December, since 
the member nations will continue to be preoc- 
cupied with this problem. The Madrid pact is 
the logical follow-through to the first Counter- 
‘Terrorism Experts’ Conference (CTEC) held at 
Mactan Shangri-La in Cebu a few months ago. 
Organized and chaired by retired Gen. Ben- 
jamin Defensor, the international conference 
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‘Time Machine,” the fourth Philippine Science Fic 
tion and Fantasy Convention which kicks off on 
July 16 at the Rockwell Tent, under the auspices 
of the New World Alliance. 

New Worlds 4, what members of fandom call 
their “con,” features booths and displays of the 
various fan groups as well as the ever-popular 
Cosplay Contest” where fans dress up as their fa- 
vorite science fiction and fantasy characters, with 
crowds coming just to ogle blue- or green-skinned 
creatures, androids, Jedi, Sith, Federation offi- 
cers and even futuristic vehicles! 

‘Another feature of this year's “con” is the New 
Worlds Amazing Race, where teams compete 
against each other to complete a series of chal- 
lenges. Organizers promise that this year, the 
challenges will be “more outrageous, the race 
more exciting, and the finale a bigger surprise 
than ever” Teams planning to join the Amazing 
Race are encouraged to brush up on their knowl- 
edge of science fiction and fantasy. 

‘An exciting addition to this year’s convention is 
the New Worlds Auction, which will feature fan 
memorabilia, collectibles, and general merchan- 
dise at great prices. The New Worlds Alliance 
counts hundreds of dedicated science-fiction and 
fantasy fans among its ranks, so expect a wide 
and colorful selection of items. 

‘This will be a silent auction. Participants will 
be able to keep track of the auction by watching 
large bulletin boards set up a the auction booth 
and at various places in the convention area. 

‘This year, too, marks the return of the “Storm- 
balls,” a group of young men who walk around 
with Storm Trooper helmets and tight pants 
(hence the name) who were sorely missed last 


year. 
‘Another feature of this year’s “Con” are Neil 
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drew close to 500 participants from 56 coun- 
tries and four international organizations, in- 
duding the United Nations and the European 
Commission, led by Margrethe Loj, who chairs 
the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee. The con- 
ference, whose theme was “Defeating Dilem- 
mas in Counter-Terorism,” also drew ambas- 
sadors from various countries. 

Thad occasion to chat with Benjie Defensor about 
the CTEC and he was all praises for the “special ex- 
tras of everything," among them, “creative protocol, 
secure and ‘terrorfree’ arrangements, cooperation 
among and resourcefulness of government agen- 
cies that participated, volunteerism, Cebuano hos- 
pitality, military efficiency and fiesta reception for 
all the delegates.” The highlight of the conference 
was the signing of the “Cebu Concord” that encour- 
aged each region to develop its own counter-terror- 
{sm strategy, even as it batted for international co- 
operation, Defensor also paid tribute to the all-Fil- 
ipino moderating team that handled the conference 
discussions, led by Secretary Cerge Remonde, Un- 
dersecretary Antonio Santos Jr. and Dr. Carolina 
Hernandez, and notable media personalities. 

‘But it was Pinoy hospitality and the fabled Cebu 
lifestyle that the delegates will remember long af- 
ter they have returned home—the Pinoy touch, Ce: 
bu Gov. Gwen Garcia and Pagcor Cebu helped 

srt them to the rich cultural stream and mu- 
sical traditions of the region, as showcased by Sug- 
buanon music and dance. Ultimately, what loos- 
ened up the delegates and the ambassadors was 
the dancing, led by famed Cebu ballroom dancers 
Ed and Eleanor Hayco, who were part of the group 
that helped the Philippine team win several gold 
medals in dancesport in the recent SEA Games. 
Music was provided by various bands, including 
Sounds of 69, courtesy of the Philippine Military 
Academy Class of 1969, to which Defensor, the 
‘counter-terrorism czar, belongs. As one PMA class- 
‘mate quipped, the counter-terrorism czar was free 
to terrorize everyone with his music. One delegate 
was heard remarking, "Filipinos have an amazing 
national rhythm and the fair of a musically gifted 
people.” 


Another heroic turn 


Gaiman's First Philippine _ Graphic/Fiction 
‘Awards on July 15, where the best of locally cre- 
ated graphic novels and works of fiction and fan- 
tasy will be honored with a cash prize of up to 
P100,000. 

‘THE NEW Worlds Alliance (NWA) was founded 
in 2003 by seven local science fiction and fan- 
tasy fan groups: Via Astris—The Star Trek Club 
of the Philippines, Star Wars Philippines, The 
Philippine Tolkien Society, Pinoy Harry Potter, 
Pinoy X-Philes, Pinoy Slayers, and The Alliance 
of Eclectic Gamers and Interactive Story- 
tellers. Its aim was to provide a venue for Fil- 
ipino science fiction and fantasy fans to inter- 
act, hold activities, and express themselves 
and their love for their respective fandoms. In 
March of that same year, Via Astris hosted 
“New Worlds: The First Philippine Science Fic- 
tion and Fantasy Convention,” at the Premiere 
Cinema Complex to celebrate the release of 
“Star Trek: Nemesis.” 

In January 2004, it was The Philippine 
Tolkien Society's turn to host “A Long Expected 
Party: The Second Philippine Science Fiction 
and Fantasy Convention,” to mark the end of 
the “Lord of the Rings” movie saga and the re- 
lease of “The Lord of the Rings: The Return of 
the King.” The original seven Alliance mem- 
bers groups were joined by The Matrix Philip- 
pines, Arkham Philippines, Pinoy Fremen, The 
Talon, and the Philippine Highlander Society 
in the two-day event at the Powerplant Mall 
Parking Quad. 

With the advent of “Star Wars Episode II: 
Revenge of the Sith,” Star Wars Philippines or- 
ganized “New Worlds Episode II: The Third 
Philippine Science Fiction and Fantasy Con- 
vention” in May 2005 at the Glorietta Activity 
Center. Four new groups were welcomed into 
the Alliance this year: Mechapinoy, Sci-fi 
Philippines, The Philippine Order of Narnians, 
and CharmedPinoy. Wheel of Time Philippines 
also participated as a guest group. 

‘This year, the New Worlds Alliance and Fully 
Booked present “New Worlds 4: A Broken Time 
Machine,” with a new member-group Bat- 
tlestar Galactica-Philippines. 
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the Quarter’s conditions. 

‘At the same time, Palestinian President Mah- 
moud Abbas (Abu Mazen), who represents Fatah, 
which lost the January elections, has tried in vain 
to find common ground with Hamas through an 
ambiguous text known as “The Prisoners’ Docu- 
ment." This document was intended to serve as an 
implicit acceptance of Israels right to exist, But 
nothing of the sort appears in the truncated text 
approved by Hamas. On the contrary, the text le- 
gitimizes continuing attacks against Israeli civil- 
{ans in the West Bank, making it unacceptable to 
Israel—and to the international community. 

But the current crisis cannot be solved by 
words alone. One of the paradoxical results of 
‘America’s almost messianic belief in elections as a 
panacea for all the ills of the Middle East is that 
Hamas—the winner of democratic elec- 
tions—has gained a degree of legitimacy that it 
never had before. On the other hand, Hamas’ his- 
tory and current behavior clearly indicate that it 
regards elections as merely a political tool, and 
that it is devoid of any commitment to the norms 
and values underlying democracy. 

Fascist and communist regimes of the past, 
which followed a similar instrumentalist ap- 
proach to democracy, come to mind here. Yet, at 
the same time, the US supports Abu Mazen, try- 
ing to undermine the Hamas government, thus 
casting a shadow on the credibility of its own 


commitment to democracy. 

‘The current violence may esealate further, and 
could bring down the Hamas government. On the 
other hand, diplomatic means may bring about 
the release of the Israeli soldier and put a stop to 
the firing of Qassam rockets from Gaza into Israel 
Za daily occurrence that has challenged the 
credibility of the new Israeli government under 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. 

But the fundamental problem is that, until 
now, at every historical juncture, the Palestinians 
have refused to accept & compromise and conse- 
quently failed in nation-building. In 1947, they 
refused the UN partition plan, which called for 
the establishments of two states in British Pales- 
tine, In 1993, after the Oslo agreements, the 
Palestinian Authority established under Yasir 
Arafat became another militarized authoritarian 
regime, very much like Syria and Egypt, and did 
nothing to alleviate the suffering of the Palestini- 
an refugees. It was this failure that brought 
Hamas to power. 

‘The current crisis is obviously the first serious 
test for Olmert and his plans for further with- 
drawal from Israeli-occupied territories. But it is 
an even greater test for the Palestinians: ‘Will they 
once again be led by a radical and fanatical lead- 
ership into another national catastrophe? Or will 
they finally realize that a future of independence, 
sovereignty and dignity is open to them—but on- 
Iyif they grant he Israelis what they rightly claim 

for themselves? 

‘The international community can urge the 
Palestinians toward a decision. But that decision 
and its moral costs remain in the hands of the 
Palestinians alone. Project Syndicate 


Shlomo Avineri, a former director general f he 
Israeli foreign ministry, is professor of Political Sci- 
ence at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 


ANEW PHYSICIAN HAS MANY THINGS TO BE BOTHERED 
about these days, from an eroding public image of the doctor, 
the crisis of health worker migration to the lack of access of 
many Filipinos to health care. These issues have been often 
talked about, so I would like to raise another. I am bothered 
by the fact that our class graduation party was largely paid 
for by a drug company. The company took care of the 
P150,000 bill for dinner. 

Lets be clear about this, It was a party, not a scientific 
meeting, not a course 
designed for continu- 
ing medical educa- 
tion. People went 
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our class allowed it. It 

We want to know what the young 
= Laren a mat- are thinking about. What are their 
5 reig the dh ~ thoughts on current issues? We 
gether Inu welcome contributions from the 


geng ee Our twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Many of us felt that 

they could rise above it all and resist such schemes. I think 
that is being quite naive. Drug companies employ such 
schemes because they work. There is clear evidence that 
physicians are influenced by such marketing efforts when 
they prescribe medicines. 

‘And even ifa doctor really cannot be swayed by these mar- 
keting schemes, where is the marketing money coming 
from? Does anyone honestly think that it is out of the good- 
ness of their hearts that drug firms undertake such activities? 
Or their fondness of physicians? 

Marketing costs are passed on to the patients. The costs of 
‘maintaining an army of cute and dapper medical representa- 
tives, distributing cups of coffee, sponsoring golf toura- 
ments, giving free lunches, tours, and various freebies to 
physicians, etc. contribute to the high prices of medicines in 

country. All these freebies come from the pockets of pa- 
tients, many of them poor and unable to afford the complete 
course of medications their doctors prescribe. 

The prices of drugs in this country are at par with those in 
Western Europe, the United States and Canada, Since our 
country does not have a pharmaceutical industry of its own, 
it has become one of the favorite playgrounds of the three big 
pharmaceutical firms. And these firms are now challenging 
even the band-aid effort of our government to make essen- 
tial drugs accessible to poor Filipinos through parallel drug 
importation, Expensive marketing schemes compound the 
problem of unjust drug pricing. 

Will taking a stand now against unethical practices 
change the situation? Our daily choices may seem too puny 
to have any significant effect. But how else can we change 
the situation? Who will take a stand ifnot us? sz 

There is no such thing as a free lunch—or a free gradua- 
tion party. 


Raoul A. Bermejo III, MD, 27, graduated from the University 
of the Philippines College of Medicine last May. $ 


Mane contention 


Portia Marie M. Silva 


EVER SINCE UNILEVER'S CREAM SILK CAME OUT WITH 
its “choose to be beautiful” campaign, I've never stopped 
fussing with hair. With the screen goddess Gretchen Barretto 
flipping her jet-black, lengthy and slimming sleek hair be- 
hind an entourage of equally to-die-for babes sporting the 
same gorgeous hair, who wouldn't fidget over her wavy, un- 
ruly locks? 

Obviously, not me. And now that my hair has grown al- 
most three inches below shoulder-length, I cannot figure out 
‘what to do with it next. Some of my friends suggested that I 
have a relaxing or rebonding treatment at any established 
salon. My Mom recommends that I have it trimmed to get rid 
of split ends. My sister thinks it is best to maintain my hair 
and even make it grow some more. With different sugges- 
tions coming from the people I trust the most, I'm confused. 

‘Why am I uncertain—even afraid—to have my hair pam- 
pered at the salon? 

“Two years ago when layered hair was the “in” thing, the 
stylist 1 went to convinced me that my wavy hair ‘would look 
high-maintenance if 1 went with the trend. After what 
seemed like hours of cutting, brushing and finger-styling, I 
ended up looking like someone who badly : ‘needed help with 
her hair. It was that ugly. 

Before our junior prom last year, my Mom had my hair 
chopped off almost up to chin level to give me the “modern 
version of the bob.” Sure I ended up looking like Bob, some 
pre-pubescent schoolboy. No kidding. 

My trips to any salon, even the reputable ones, have al- 
most always been a disaster. No matter what Ido, Ihave nev- 
ter had the perfect cut, And that’s why I've decided to stick to 
using hair products that work, as fashion icons swear. 

Tve tried a variety of shampoo-with-conditioner or sham- 
poo-then-conditioner formulas, but to my dismay, my hair 
just doesn't cooperate. My hair has always been a sea of 
messy waves, something Piandre hair ‘stylists would want to 
give an emergency fix anytime soon. 

But on second thought, is getting that perfect hair the real 
problem or am Ijust showing my insecurities again? 

think is, the second. In a world where sporting luscious, 
Jong hairdos scream beautiful, you can't blame anyone who 
wonders where the heck these models got their magnificent, 
almost impossibly straight locks. And why can't I get enough 
satisfaction from the varied hair products the market offers, 
with the promises to turn me into one of those ladies? 

“That is the problem, We have been made to believe that 
beautiful hair can bring out the best in us, when in fact it 
does not. With all the hair-related commercials shown on TV, 
people have become obsessed with styling creams, instant 
conditioners, hair waxes, etc. Most of us refuse to appreciate 
what we already have. 

‘Come to think of it, why should 1 compare myself with 
that chick in that ad? On a higher level, why should I devote 
my precious time bothering about my hair? Their locks are 
reel, mine's real and that’s the realit line has never been 
treated or altered in any way. My hair is 100-percent natural 
and I can flip it the same way they do on TV. 

So after a lengthy discussion about the texture, form and 
over-all appearance of my hair, I'm finally ditching the "I 
choose, I choose to be beautiful” jingle. Simply because I al- 
ready am, After all, hair alone does not define authentic 
beauty. 


Portia Marie M. Silva, 16, is an AB Communications fresh- 
man at the Ateneo de Manila University. 
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Yes to sex education 
but condoms not enough | 


1 AGREE WITH MICHAEL L, TAN'S COM- 
ment in his column “Yari” (PDI, 
6/21/06): “W]e do little to talk about 
sex, about learning to be more discerning 
with relationships.” Tan also stressed that 
there is a need to do some serious sex ed- 
‘ucation to prevent unwanted pregnancies 
and sexually transmitted diseases, espe- 
cially among the youth. 

However, real sex education is not the 
same as safe-sex education. Sex educa- 
tion cannot be reduced to contraception 
education, A real and effective means to 
educate the youth about sex and human 
sexuality entails not merely an education 
about techniques, but an education on 
values and selfsmastery. Here, the par- 
ents’ role is crucial 

Unfortunately, many parents find the 
idea of talking to their children about sex 
distasteful. They would rather let the 
school take care of this sticky subject. Per- 
haps, they themselves never benefited 
froma sincere discussion of sex from their 
own parents and so, feel some under- 
standable uneasiness about discussing 
such an intimate part of their married life 
with their children, 

But to neglect to talk about sex with 
our children is a great disservice to them. 
We live in such a sexually charged envi- 
ronment and our children are bombarded 
with sex or sexual innuendoes on a daily 
basis, whether we like it or not. Now, 
more than ever, our young people need 


the advice and 
insights of 
their par- 
ents to 
equip them 


ria to make 
sound judgments about 
sex. 

A common misconception among the 
youth is that when you love someone, the 
best way to show that love is by sleeping 
with that person. This may be the roman- 
tic message of most feel-good teen-age 
movies, but the reality is far from this 
idea, The sad truth is that no one wants to 
be used or abused, so, when a person is 
discarded after his/her sexual charm 
wears off, the thrill of sex often gives way 
to the agony of emptiness, 

In the end, sex needs to be understood 
in the context of a sincere and complete 
gift of oneself. Sex is an experience more 
of giving than receiving, so the more sin- 
cere and complete the gift, the more ful- 
filling is the sexual act, In reality, such a 
gift is difficult to give in a relationship 
that is non-exclusive and non-permanent, 

Yes! It’s high time we talked about sex 
with our kids, but let’ talk about it the 
right way, because there's more to sex 
than just condoms. 

—STEPHANIE C. OLIVARES, 
Ayala Alabang Village, 
Muntinlupa City 


IBP leadership row remains unsettled 


THE WHEELS OF JUSTICE ARE MOVING 
exceedingly slow on the row over the 
leadership of the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines. Leonard De Vera, the duly 
elected IBP executive vice president, 
should have assumed the presidency on 
July 1, 2005, But as if cue, a few weeks 
before the scheduled changing of the 
guards, a case was filed against De Vera, 
based on the same grounds invoked in an 
earlier case filed (by the same com- 
plainant) to disqualify De Vera from run- 
ning as IBP governor, and thus prevent his 
being elected as EVP That first case was 
decided by the Supreme Court in favor of 
De Vera, paving the way for his election as 
IBP governor and EVP. 

Inthe second (recycled) case, however, 
the Court issued on May 10, 2005 a tem- 
porary restraining order enjoining De Ve- 
ra from assuming the IBP presidency. 

Later, the IBP board of governors, 
whose terms were about to expire, con- 
vened a last-minute kangaroo meeting to 
expel De Vera as governor and EVP with- 
out due process. 

‘The recycled case was apparently trig- 
gered by the withdrawal (at the instiga- 
tion of the majority of the IBP board) of 
the petition (earlier filed with the unani- 
mous approval of the same board) ques- 
tioning the constitutionality of Republic 
‘Act 9227. The law doubled the compensa- 
tion of members of the judiciary, the in- 
crease to be funded by the increase in 
court fees, instead of revenues from taxes. 
‘The law thus led to a substantial increase 


rane livein 
Bms Now 


in court fees (500 percent in certain cas 
es) and set a dangerous precedent by dis- 
guising “taxes” as “fees.” 

De Vera, together with several IBP gov- 
ernors and chapters, strongly opposed the 
withdrawal as a betrayal of the IBP objec- 
tives and its membership. To dramatize 
their protest, they staged a rally before 
Congress demanding repeal ofthe law. 

‘Without meaning any disrespect for the 
high court, the issuance of the TRO may 
have been too harsh and precipitate. The 
second case was based on an earlier case 
Which the Court had dismissed. The timing 
of the filing of the second (recycled) case 
and the expulsion was suspicious. The 
twin moves had the earmarks of an orches- 
trated, last-minute attempt to prevent De 
Vera ftom taking over the IBP presidency. 
As the duly elected EVR De Vera should 
have been allowed to take over as IBP pres- 
ident, without prejudice to the cases pro- 
ceeding independently Or, the cases 
should have been resolved expeditiously 

Despite appeals for their early resolu- 
tion, the cases remain pending, with one 
year of the two-year term already lost. A 
growing number of disgruntled IBP mem- 
bers feel that the IBP may have outlived 
its relevance by its failure to fulfil its 
‘mandate “to elevate the standards of the 
legal profession, to improve the adminis- 
tration of justice, and to enable the bar to 
discharge its public responsibility more 
effectively.” 

—SENEN Y. GLINOGA, 
IBP, Quezon 
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POLITICAL billboard litter the countryside. 


TUESDAY, JULY 4, 2006 


More dangerous than commercial billboard ads 


‘THE GOVERNMENT WANTS TO REGU- 
late billboard ads because they are road 
hazards. This is a reasonable decision. 
But the government must also regulate, if 
not ban, all electioneering ads of politi- 
cians disguised as greeting materials and 
public service programs. 

‘The billboard ads of politicians are the 
real road hazards since they are placed on 
electric posts, telephone wires, trees and 
even on road signs. Filipino politicians 
are known for their obsession to hang 
streamers everywhere in order to greet 
their constituents during Christmas, New 
Year, graduation, fiesta and even Valen- 
tines Day. The most trivial occasions are 


Solving Sudoku 
by fading sunlight 


1AM NOT WRITING ABOUT CRIME OR 
politics. I just wanted to thank the Inquir- 
ER for including Sudoku on the comics 
page. Yes, Sudoku, that's it. 

Tam a US Peace Corps volunteer as- 
signed to workin a beautiful, but isolated, 
rice-farming village in Palawan. Every af- 
ternoon, I look forward to the arrival of 
the jeepney bringing my newspaper from 
the town. So Sudoku—and often, togeth- 
er with the crossword puzzle—by the fad- 
ing dusk or (occasionally) by electric 
light, makes the bulk of my evening enter- 
tainment, 

(I also have to admit that Super is a 
Saturday pleasure. But please ask Tim 
Yap to entice Celine Lopez to come over 
from The Star) 

In summation, I'd like to thank the IN- 
quier for Sudoku. I hope it stays in the 
paper for the length of my service here. 

MICKEY KNOX, Coron, Palawan, 
qxj731@hotmail.com 
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exploited by grandstanding politicians. 

Perhaps the politicians think their smil- 
ing, ugly faces plus their greetings on 
cheap hanging streamers will make peo- 
ple forget their destitute lives and enjoy 
the illusion of a merry Christmas or what- 
ever holiday the community is celebrat- 
ing. 

‘At least billboard ads have colorful de- 
signs and beautiful models. They also 
contribute to the revenues of the govern- 
ment and help propel the economy. But 
the politicians’ ads are uncreative, unpro- 
ductive and unnecessary. Improving the 
image of leaders is not bad. 

Informing the public about the com- 


pletion of road repairs or health centers 
is not appalling either. But is it right to 
boast that this infrastructure project X is 
a gift from councilor Y or senator Z when 
public money was used to finance the un- 
dertaking? Is it right to name govern- 
ment centers after incumbent officials? 
The kind of vanity perfected by our lead- 
ers is the cause of the misery of our long- 
suffering people and definitely a mani- 
festation of trapo politics in the 21st cen- 
tury. 
RAYMOND PALATINO, 
president, 
Kabataan Party, 
‘mongpalatino@gmail.com 


Gov't should strengthen NPO 


WHETHER THE CHARTER CHANGE 
movement succeeds or not, elections will 
be held—they could either be the regular, 
constitutionally mandated elections in 
2007 or a plebescite on Cha-cha. 
Whatever, the government needs the 
service of the National Printing Office and, 
therefore, the Senate should reconsider its 
stand on the budget of this office. Al- 
though I believe that the NPO has deviated 
from its normal function by becoming a 
mere agent or bidding office of govern-~ 
ment agencies for printing jobs, its budget 
should not be set aside so as not to affect 
the preparation of the printing of ballots 
forthe forthcoming electoral exercise, 
Removing from the NPO its exclusive ju- 
risdiction (EO 378) over the printing of 
government standard and accountable 
forms, election ballots and other govern- 
ment paraphernalia, and placing the agen- 
cy in competition with the private printers, 
just made irregularities easier to commit 
‘within che system. This is so because every 


time there is a work order, the NPO has to 
conduct a bidding. It is common knowl- 
edge to almost all government agencies 
and even to the private sector, that when- 
ever there is a project, aside from the 
"SOR" under-the-table deals are prevalent. 
Unlike before, when the printing jobs of 
government agencies were automatically 
done by the NPO. 

‘The government should scrap EO 378 
and instead strengthen the NPO through 
the gradual upgrading of its printing ma- 
chines and other facilities, including its 
manpower 

Likewise, NPO officals and employees 
should strictly observe office hours. They 
should leam the value of  self-disct 
pline—wihich certainly also means not ac- 
cepting bribes and not entering into anoma- 
lous arrangements with private dealers. 

—JOSEFINO S. BISDA, 
National Printing Office, 
Comer NIANorthside Road, 
Diliman, Quezon City 
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MILF declares Maguindanao ceasefire 


Townsfolk’s 


shifts from 
fear to anger 


By Jeoffrey Maitem 
and Edwin Fernandez 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


SHARIFF AGUAK, MAGUINDANAO 
—Even as mortar bombs explode 
from a distance, Oga Abloy says its 
no longer fear that she feels but 
anger 

It’s “anger against the violence 
that continues to wreak havoc on 
my life and my family,” the moth- 
er of six children told the INQUIRER 
on Saturday. 

Abloy said she had lost count 
of the number of times she and 
her family had to leave Barangay 
Iganagampong here for the last 
19 years because of clashes be- 
tween government forces and 
Moro rebels. 

‘As she watched her grandchil 
dren play inside the house owned 
by her landlord, Abloy delivered 
a clear message to the warring 
parties: Stop disturbing our lives. 

“Ie already nearing noon and 
we had not eaten breakfast yet. 
We do not have anything to eat 
because of this war” Abloy, a 
Muslim convert, said. 

She gazed around the house. 
‘Atleast 30 people there had yet to 
eat, she said, because they did not 
have money to buy food. 


500 families 

By the latest count from social 
welfare officials, Abloy's family is 
‘among the more thay. 500 fami; 
lies forced out of their homes and 
livelihood when clashes between 
government forces and Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
rebels erupted on Wednesday. 

Most of them subsistence farm- 
ers, according to Elsie Amil, provin- 
cial social officers. 

Nearly in tears as she tried to fig- 
ure out how to feed her family that 
day, Abloy said they would not be in 
a miserable situation if both sides 
did not go to war. “For the sake of 
‘poor people like us,” she said. 

Kagi Uram, a village official, 
said he narrowly escaped death 
when mortar shells landed on his 
rice field. He said the people had 
already grown tired of fleeing but 
the desire to live had forced them 
‘toabandon their homes anew. 

“We were in this situation be- 
fore, now here we are again. When 
will this conflict stop?" he said. 

‘The situation appears to be 
worsening. 


Mayors’ militias 

Mayors from Maguindanao's 
27 towns have pledged to send 
more militia units to support the 
so-called antiterrorist campaign. 

And the way the war is being 
conducted, the “terrorists” included 
MILF rebels, whose two comman- 
ders, Jamil Ombra and Sajid Paki- 
ladato, have been blamed for the 
June 23 blast that Killed seven peo- 
ple near the local public market 

‘Authorities said the target was 
Gov. Andal Ampatuan, who was 
travelling in a convoy of vehicles 
when the explosion occurred. At 
least 10 people were wounded. 

The MILE which is talking 
peace with the government, has 
denied that its two leaders were 
involved in the bomb attack. 

Provincial administrator Norie 
Unas said the mayors had declared 
that ifthe “terrorists” were not con- 
tained, they would carry out simi- 
Jar offensives against civilians, 

“They did it to the provincial 
governor, they can always do it to 
anybody,” Unas quoted the may- 
ors as telling Ampatuan. 

Officials of the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao have of- 
fered P5 million for anyone who 
can provide information leading to 
the arrest of two other MILF com- 
manders, Abdulwahid Tundok and 
Ameril Kato Umbra, Both are sus- 
pected of coddling local and for- 
eign terrorists in their hideouts in 
Maguindanao, according to Unas, 

“We are not blaming the MILF 
as an organization, but there are 
some people in it whose agenda 
transcend the common battlecry 
of the organization,” Unas said 


COTABATO CITY—THE MORO ISLAMIC LIBERA- 
tion Front (MILF) has declared a ceasefire to save 
mood ON War the peace process and to avoid the displacement of 
more people, a rebel spokesperson said yesterday. 


ss had spread to Datu Unsay 
Mamasapano, Datu Piang and 
Datu Saudi towns. 

“We are addressing the needs 
of displaced families from these 
towns but we are worried of the 
long term effect of this conflict on 
the image of the province, its 
economy and on the people," he 


Officials said the number of 
displaced persons has reached 
20,000, 

‘The hostilities started in Shar- 
iff Aguak town in Maguindanao 
on Wednesday last week after 
MILF rebels fired at government 
security forces serving warrants 
on two MILF commanders 
blamed for the June 23 explosion 
that killed at least seven people, 
according to Supt. Lumala Gun- 
ting, Maguindanao police ci 

The MILF has claimed other- 
wise. 

Norie Unas, Maguindanao 
provincial administrator, said 
that from Shariff Aguak, the hos- 


said. 


But Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesper- 
son, said unless attacked by govem- 
ment militia allegedly controlled by 
Maguindanao Gov. Andal Ampatu- 
an, their guerrillas were told to stop 
firing effective Sunday evening. 

He said the directive was issued 
by MILF chair Ebrahim Murad. 


said. 


“They were told to maintain 
defensive position and should on- 
ly fire their guns if attacks from 
the other side continue,” Kabalu 


Muhammad Ameen, Murad’s 
aide, said in a statement that they 
were doing their best to normal- 
izethe situation. 

He said the MILF disengage- 
ment plan revolves around a 
four-point premise namely—the 
MILF does not consider Datu An- 
dal Ampatuan as an enemy; the 
MILF is willing to cooperate with 
the governmentin the joint inves- 
tigation of the explosion through 
the mechanism of the ceasefire; 
to return the evacuees to their 
places of origins as soon as possi- 
ble; and cease firing as soon as 
the Army-backed militias put a 
stop to their aggression in MILF 
areas or positions. 


their homes. 


the International 


chair, said. 


FAMILIARIZATION 
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[ING GONZALES?" MINDANAO BUREAU 
‘community in Davao City was shown different types of bombs and explosives 
that could be used in terrorist acts during a lecture conducted by the Army's Task Force 
Davao, The military is seeking the help of the Muslim community in its war on terror, 


Execs say 
town is no 
war zone 


HAGONOY, BULACAN—REFUT- 
ing reports that their town had 
been turned into a war zone with 
the presence of government 
troops, local officials declared 
here they would not allow any 
abuse from the military or the 
communist New People's Army. 

During Mass in front of the mu- 
nicipal hall here on Monday, May- 
or Felix Ople said the local gov- 
ernment is in full control of the 
situation and is doing its best to 
protect the residents. 

He said the local officials are 
keeping the communication lines 
open as they assert their role as 
mediator between’ the military 
and the militant groups. 

“As long as the military and 
the militants respect the authori- 
ty of the local officials, there will 
be peace and order here,” he 
said. 

He also appealed to the media 
to be extra careful in reporting 
accounts placing Hagonoy as an 
embattled town, “These reports 
(on alarming presence of the mil- 
itary in Hagonoy) are not true,” 
he said. 

“These reports may affect the 
business here. We hold this ecu- 
menical Mass to seek divine inter- 
vention for peace and order not 
only for Bulacan but for the 
‘whole country,” he added. 

‘According to Ople, the military 
has put up detachments in only 
five of 26 barangays in Hagonoy. 
He also said no atrocities or hu- 
man rights abuses have been re- 
ported in the town, 

Military detachments 
manned by seven to eight per- 
sonnel have been established in 
the coastal villages of Tibaguin 
and Pugad and in Barangays 
Sagrada Familia, San Pascual 
and Mercado. 

Military detachments have 
long been set up in Barangays 
San Pedro (Hangga) and Iba, 

Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 


Police file raps vs suspect in Boracay murder 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—POLICE HAVE FILED CRIM- 
inal charges against suspects in the killing 
of a resort owner on Boracay Island last 
month, 

‘The Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Group (CIDG) filed robbery with 
homicide complaint on June 27 at the Ak- 
lan Provincial Prosecutors Office in the 


capital town of Kalibo against Jesus Pal- 
baquer, 26, of Sagay City in Negros Occi- 
dental and an unidentified suspect, 

The complaint was backed by affi- 
davits of eight witnesses, said SPO4 Rey- 
naldo Francisco, CIDG Aklan team lead- 
er 

Palbaquer, a townmate and former em- 
ployee of the victim, remains at large. 

Investigators said the testimony of wit- 
nesses and other pleces of evidence point 


to Palbaquer as the alleged killer of resort 
owner Araceli Villanueva-Hug. 

Hug, 48, and married to a Swiss na- 
tional, was found dead inside her room 
on the third floor of the family-owned 
Bamboo Beach Resort last June 20. Her 
body bore multiple stab wounds. 

Members of the resort staff said they 
saw Palbaquer, leaving the resort com- 
pound around the time the murder was 
believed to have been committed. 


As this developed, government 
and MILF negotiators have also 
agreed to establish a peace zone 
in Shariff Aguak and nearby 
towns to allow people to return to 


“Last night (Sunday), we met 
with the military and members of 
Monitoring 
‘Team (IMT). We discussed how 
we can defuse the fighting," Von 
al-Hag, MILF ceasefire committee 


Al-Haq said the peace zone will 
be maintained by peacekeeping 
forces that include the military 
and MILF rebels not involved in 
the four-day hostilities, 

The IMT, which is led by 
Malaysia, is a body that oversees 
a truce between the MILF and 
government forces. It was creat- 
ed after the government and the 
MILF agreed to a ceasefire in 
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2001 as both sides pursued nego- 
tations for a peace agreement, 

Gunting said more policemen 
were also deployed to secure the 
national highway and the evac- 
ees. 

Auxiliary Bishop Colin 
Bagaforo, of the Archdiocese of 
Cotabato, has appealed to the 
warring parties to give civilians, 
the opportunity to live in peace. 

He said the problem between 
the warring parties could be bet- 
ter resolved in roundtable discus; 
sions. 

“The fighting will not help in 
the peace talks, The important 
thing right now is to achieve gen- 
uine peace ... to talk and to reach 
an agreement on how this prob- 
Jem will not affect the people,” he 
said. Edwin Fernandes, Jeoffrey 
Maitem and Charlie Sefiase, PDI. 
Mindanao Bureau 


Rounpup 
2 car theft suspects held 


‘CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Two alleged mem- 
bers of a car theft syndicate, including an employee 
of the Land Registration Office (LTO), were arrested 
by members of the Criminal Investigation and Detec~ 
tion Group (CIDG) in an operation in Gen. Mariano, 
‘Alvarez, Cavite over the weekend, police said yester- 
day. Senior Supt. Gil Blanso Lebin, CIDG-Calabarzon . 
director, identified the suspects as Redentor Centeno, 
43, employee of the LTO office in Pasay ity, and ` 
Jose Marco, 23. The two were arrested in a police 
Taid inside Genteno's house at about 5 p.m. last Sat- 
urday in Barangay Pulipo, Gen. Mariano Alvarez 
town. Lebin said the operation was part of their anti- 
car theft project dubbed as "Oplan Clean Sweep.” 


CopsnabSrobsuspects , 
CALAMBA CITY—Five suspected highway robberg `" 
were arrested by the police shortly after victimizing ` 
passengers of a jeep at a business district here on 
‘Sunday, police said yesterday. Supt. Roland Bustos, 
city police chief, identified the arrested suspects as 
Efren Montecillo, 50; his brother Romel, 26; Ramil?! 
‘Umar, 38; Virgilio Correa, 44; and his brother Dexter, 
22, Bustos sald they received information that a jeep 
‘bound for Tanauan City, Batangas was held up by thë. 
knife-wielding suspects at about 5 a.m. after passifig ry 
at the central terminal in Crossing, Calamba. He said 
he sent a police team to check on the report. Along’a 
national highway in Barangay Real, six suspicious- 
ooking men alighted a jeep and suddenly ran in dif-' 
ferent directions. Policemen caught up with them 
and they turned out to be the holdup suspects 
‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Camarines IT park 


CAMARINES Sur Gov. 

Lray Vilafuerte expressed 

‘optimism that the intor- 

mation technology park 

established by the provin- 

al government would 

become a major hub for 

the information and com- 

‘munications sector not 

oniy inthe Philippines but 

Inthe Asia-Pacific region 

as wel. The Camarines Sur Information Technology 
Park, which is in a S-hectare portion ofthe 118-hectare 
provincial capitol complex, was established in 2005, 
‘and was granted a special economic zone status by the 
Philippine Special Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) in 
March of the same year, the first-ever LGU-run and op- 
erated information technology park In the country 
(ranted such a status. Two weeks ago, Vilafuerte led a 
delegation ot senior provincial government officials and 
FTconsultants on a promotional tour in the United 
States. The group traveled to key US cities, particularly 
those where major American IT fims are based, 


299 new cops welcomed 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, La- 
‘guna—The Calabarzon 
police yesterday wel- 
comed 299 new police 
recrulis in simple rites 
heid atthis camp. Chlef 
‘Supt. Prospero Noble, 
Calabarzon polos direc- 
tor, led the oath-taking 
caremonies of the new 
police officers as he re~ 
minded them of the tough challenges ahead of them. 
‘The newest batch of police personnel, who took their 
oath in front of thelr relatives, Included 39 women who 
underwent tha same arduous three-month training as 
thelr male counterparts. 

‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Medical group helps Puerto Princesa tribes 


By June Diokno 
Contributor 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—AS 
soon as the sun colored the early 
morning skyline with a tequila 
hue on June 24, 2006, tens of 
thousands of residents here 
boarded every kind of vehicle at 
the city coliseum to form a cara- 
van for the Irawan watershed, 
Irawan was the site of the cele- 
biain of the 16th year of the 


Pista y ang Cagueban or Feast of 
the Forest, an annual mass mobi- 
lization aimed at rehabilitating 
the forest, 

‘The Pista attracted droves of 
people from all walks of life 
bound by a love for nature, and 
none joined more willingly than 
the tribes from indigenous com- 
munities like the Tagbanua and 
the Batak. 

‘The civic group, Operation Tu- 
Jong tank advantade nf rhe faerie 


val to embark on a parallel mis- 
sion, Members came to plant not 
only tree seedlings but also 
“seeds of benevolence” with their 
“Gamutan sa Kagubatan.” 
Volunteers of Operation Tu- 
long, headed by DZRH veteran 
radioman Andy Verde, went to 
Irawan to provide free medical 
and dental help to the Tagbanua 
and Batak, who live in isolation in 
settlements on the mountain 
slopes nf Cleopatra's Needle. The 


clinic. 


tribes are closest to the forest, but 
they pay a price for their idyllic 
existence—they have no access to 
the medical and health care that 
are easily available to city folk. 
Operation Tulong doctors set 
up a tent-clinic complete with 
boxes of medicine and eyeglass- 
es at Irawan for their Gamutan. 
On one side Dr, Danny Detera, 
dentist and Operation Tulong se- 
nior officer, manned his dental 


One by one the tribal folk were 
examined and given treatment by 
volunteer doctors where neces“ 
sary. At the eye clinic, those with 
poor sight were fitted with free. 
eyeglasses. 

(The author; a film director at a ` 
Manila advertising agency who oc~ 
casionally makes short films and 
documentaries, participated in the 
Pista and the medical mission. He 
said he was touched deeply by the 
experience, —Ed.) 


Ai 


Mining permits 
issued by gov, 
says labor group 


By Norman Bordadora 


A LABOR GROUP YESTERDAY 
urged the filing of usurpation of 
authority charges against Bula- 
can Gov. Josephine de la’ Cruz 
for allegedly issuing mining per- 
mits in her province's quarry 
sites, 

Dave Diwa, president of the 
National Labor Union, alleged 
that De la Cruz has arrogated up- 
on herself the power of the De- 
partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources to issue per- 
mits and licenses to small-scale 
miners in the area. 

Diwa said the cases of plunder 
and economic sabotage filed by 
Rosemoor Mining and Develop- 
ment Corporation (RMDC) 
against De la Cruz last February 
showed that she had issued 
small-scale mining permits and 
environmental compliance cer- 
tificates, to facilitate the theft of 
marble from the quarry site of 
RMDC. 

De la Cruz answered the aceu- 
sation and said it was not true. 

. “It is impossible, We are in fact 
rationalizing all the small-scale 
mining permits now” said De la 
Cruz. 


Refused to answer 

The governor, however, re- 
fused to answer the other issues 
raised against her by RMDC. 

Diwa said that among those 
to whom De la Cruz issued per- 
mits were eight mining firms 
sharing the same business ad- 
dress. 

., “Obviously, these are fictitious 
{hning firms," Diwa said. 

RMDC, through its president 
Dr. Lourdes Pascual, has filed 
plunder and economic sabo- 
tage charges against De la Cruz 
for her alleged role in the theft 
of rare tea rose marble from 
the RMDC property in Mt. 
Nabio. 

"Pascual alleged that De la Cruz 
plundered the quarry and duped 
the country of revenues from the 
Tharble mines through the Tea 
Rose Mining and Development 


Corp. and other allegedly illegal 
miners. 

In an affidavit, Pascual alleged 
that De la Cruz benefited since 
1999 from the theft of tea rose 
marble from the quarry site oper- 
ated by RMDC. 

The case is now pending at the 
Office of the Ombudsman. 

Diwa said he received infor- 
mation that Director Angel 
Bravo of the Bureau of Mines 
has written letters to De la 
Cruz to inform her that her is- 
suance of ECCs and permits 
was illegal. 

Pascual also accused De la 
Cruz of harassment by requiring 
RMDC to secure a small-scale 
mining permit from the Bulacan 
government. 

RMDC has a permit to quarry 
from the DENR. 


Mining rights 

Sources say that De la Cruz 
and her husband, Roger De la 
Cruz, established the Tea Rose 
Marble Corp. to wrest Rose- 
moors mining rights and give it 
to small-scale miners under their 
control. 

‘Tea Rose Marble Corp. is head- 
ed by Dela Cruz's former provin- 
cial administrator Onofre Sebas- 
tian. 

According to Rep. Federico 
Sandoval, De la Cruz prevented 
Rosemoor from quarrying and 
transporting marble from Octo- 
ber 2004 to November 2005, dur- 
ing which illegal miners associat- 
ed with her, including one Ro- 
dante Pascual {later on killed by 
members of the New People’s 
Army}, raided the MPSA site of 
RMDC. 

The quarry site of RMDC is 
outside the delineated national 
park as Proclamation No. 401, 
signed by ex-President Corazon 
Aquino, reclassified parts of Bi- 
ak Na Bato as a mineral reserva- 
tion. RMDC’s quarry. site is-in- 
side the mineral reservation as 
delineated by Proclamation 
401 With a report from 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Gentral Lu- 
zon Desk 
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Across the MATION 
New growth area seen to rise as 94-km 
mer US bases 


highway project links 2 for 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—A 94-KM, FOUR- 
lane highway is being built to pass though 
‘mountains and agricultural plains in nine towns 
and two cities in Bataan, Pampanga and Tarlac. 

From end to end, this leads to the Subic Bay 
Freeport or to the Luisita Industrial Park. In 
between is the Clark Special Economic Zone. 

If the road links those three economic power- 
houses and puts a huge airport, a seaport and hun- 
reds of offices, factories, warehouses, and recre- 
ation centers to cut travel time by 30-40 minutes, 
What might become of the areas along the route? 

Businessman Renato Romero anticipates a “new 
growth area” to rise from the periphery of the up- 
‘coming Subic-Clark- Tarlac Expressway (SCTEX). 

“In-between corridor” is what Secretary 
Edgardo Pamintuan, chair of the Subic-Clark 
Area Development (Scad) Council, expects to 
happen at the borders of SCTEx. 

They foresee that coming to Dinalupihan 
and Hermosa towns in Bataan; Floridablanca, 
Lubao, Porac and Mabalacat towns, and An- 
geles City in Pampanga; Bamban, Concepcion 
and Lapaz towns, and Tarlac City in Tarlac. 

But to Romero and Pamintuan, it is not the 
neamess of these towns and cities to the highway 
that is going to spell the main difference for them. 

The synergy, especially of Subic and Clark, 
and the resolve of local govemments will 
make or break this opportunity. 

As US military bases, Subic and Clark operated 
as an integrated sea-air base complex in the Asia- 
Pacific. Converted as ecozones in 1992, they ran 
independently of each other until June 2004. 

In her State-ofthe-Nation Address then, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo sounded off the 
second phase of the bases conversion program. 


Most competitive 

Subic and Clark, she said, would become a 
single corridor and the “most competitive in- 
ternational service and logistics center in the 
Southeast Asian region.” 

How important that is can be gleaned from 
the plan's inclusion in the Arroyo administra- 
tion's 10-point agenda. 

“That's the whole context of the SCTEx, to 
be the backbone for that new economic corri- 
dorin Central Luzon,” said Pamintuan. 

Alotis at stake. 

‘Although the government left it to the private 
sector to rehabilitate the North Luzon Express- 
‘way, it took the burden of incurring a P21-bil- 
lion loan from Japan to finance the SCTEX. 

“To further boost the fusion of Subic and Clark 
and their main facilities—Subic's seaport and 
airportand Clark's Diosdado Macapagal Inema- 
tional Airport—the government took a $1-billion 
Joan from China to build the Manila North Rail 
System to link Clark to Metro Manila. 

Earlier, the government tapped Japan for a 
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MAP of the growth axis centered on the unification of Clark and Subic through the SCTEX. 


$215-million loan to build the Subic Bay port. 


Global gateways 

Pamintuan said these funds were being 
used to develop Subic and Clark as “global 
gateways” for Central Luzon. 

The highway is less than 40-percent finished 
and is set to open in December 2007, said Narciso 
‘Abaya, president of the Bases Conversion Devel- 
‘opment Authority, the proponent of the SCTEX. 

Subic and Clark cover a combined area of 
nearly 100,000 hectares. Large parts are 
forests, in the case of Subic, or disputed areas, 
in the case of Clark's sub-zone. 

It is Subic that's starting to run out of space 
in its main zone, Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thority Administrator Armand Arreza said 

“The land-use plan of Clark's 4,400-ha main zone 
(Ges 2500 has covered by the airport) has been re- 
vised for optimum use of space, said Antonio Ng, 
president of the Clark Development Comp. (CDC). 


SCTEx growth area 

Pamintuan said a study began during the 
time of his predecessor, Francisco Licuanan 
1, looked into the potentials of setting aside 
industrial parks for electronics, garments, in- 
formation and communications technology, 
furniture and agri-logistics. 

‘The concept is largely about having a “land 
bank.” 

“There will definitely be an onslaught of eco- 
nomic activities. Even without prodding, local 
‘governments shall have their own initiatives [to 
complement the objectives of Subic and Clark,” 
he said, when asked to why his office has not yet 
convened local governments to help them plan, 


Ready? 

What worries Romero, as chair of the Advo- 
cacy for the Development of Central Luzon 
(ADCL), is the lack of planning. 

“They have not yet put their acts together 
to formulate a common plan to enable them 
to fully seize the opportunities,” he said, 

“We have been trying to encourage them to 
create their niche in the new growth area. In 
the near future, Subic, Clark and Luisita will 
be full of investors and investments will spill 
over to the vicinities of the local areas. We 
have to start preparing now or else we will 
miss the boat,” Romero said. 

He said local governments could align their 
development plans with those of the three 
eco-zones. Or they 
could revise their land- 
use zoning plans and 
improve the incentive 
climate by reducing the 
cost of doing business. 

Romero said it would 
be in the best interest of 
residents and the busi- 
ness sector to identify 
problems that would 
arise from the pressures 
of migration and de- 
mands for resources 
like land and water. 

It would be best to 
start identifying what a 
particular town or city 
‘was going to specialize in so that investments 
could be directed there and there would be no 
undue competition, he said. 


ASECTION of the 94-km road project. 
conrraureomo1o mercial establishments. 


Initiatives 

‘The mayors have not been lacking in initia- 
tives, though. 

Dinalupihan Mayor Joel Payumo said the 
reclassification of land from agricultural to 
residential, commercial and industrial uses 
has been done. 

Some residential subdivision projects have 
started to absorb the need for housing in Subic. 

Because his town is nearest to Subic, the idea 
of putting up industrial parks in Dinalupihan is 
not immediate, The town will set aside land 
‘when Subic runs out of space for new industries, 

Floridablanca Mayor Darwin Manalastas 
sald the town’s land-use plan is being reviewed, 

Inthe short-term, the local government has 
asked the BCDA to repair barangay roads that 
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FROMECDA 


were damaged during their use as access to 
the SCTEx’s construction site. 

Porac Mayor Exequiel Gamboa said he be- 
lieved his town, the nearest to Clark, was pre- 
pared to take on the challenges. 

‘A new land-use plan has been approved, 
specifying which areas are to be devoted to 
agricultural or light industries. 

Talks with businessmen have. identified 
what new ventures are possible. 

Gamboa said it helped that the government 
in 2004 complete the Porac-Angeles Road 
amid Mount Pinatubo's lahar. New municipal 
roads are being built and one heads straight 
to the volcano to encourage tourism there. 

Tarlac Mayor Genaro Mendoza said the 
tourism council and two business chambers 
were closely coordinating to prepare a plan 
defining actions that will optimize the 
prospects from SCTEx. 

Like Olongapo City Mayor James Gordon 

Jc, Mendoza said he had ordered the training 
of workers and out-of-school youth on skills 
needed for new investments. 

‘The SCTEx, Mendoza said, would enhance 
mobility to where the jobs were. The Techni- 


national Cooperation in 2001, which Is 85 per- 
| cent of project cost. The other 15 percent will be 


covered by the BCDA equity contribution. 
‘The Subic-Ciark section spans 50.5 km. The 
(Glark-Tarlac section stretches a total of 44 km. 
‘The project involves the construction of thrae 
major bridges—Gumain and Pasig-Potrero in 
Pampanga and the Sacobia-Bamban in Tarlac. 
‘Several interchanges, 46 minor bridges, 218 
culverts, 13 overpasses, 51 underpasses and 
toli booths willbe bulit. 
SOURCE: BCDA 


cal Education and Skills Development Au- 
thority (Tesda), Tarlac Training Center, and 
the Tarlac State University are offering new 
curriculums attuned to the demands of the la- 
bor market. 

‘As these are undertaken, Mendoza wanted 
to ensure that agricultural areas were retained 
and their production enhanced. The Subie port 
may help in exporting crops, he added. 

‘While the Pampanga capital of San Fernan- 
do is out of the way of 
the SCTEx, Mayor Oscar 
Rodriguez has proposed 
an interchange linking 
the city to and from the 
new highway. 
} Aside from being the 

traditional gateway to 
Subic and Clark through 
the Gapan-San Fernan- 
do-Olongapo Road, the 
city is a major service 
area, hosting at least 
100 banks—more than 
50 regional government 
offices and major com- 


Rodriquez said al- 
most every aspect of governance—from traf- 
fic management, sanitation, business licens- 
ing, land-use regulation and labor train- 
ing—was being improved to make San Fer- 
nando competitive in the Subie-Clark order. 


Not another mess 

Rufo Colayco, said to be among the early 
principal architects of the Subic-Clark axis, 
believed that “if properly planned and man- 
aged, [the new corridor) could become a 
modem, efficient venue for all sorts of prod- 
uct and service industries able to compete in 
the global marke 

Colayco, a former BCDA and CDC chief, 
said that in order to ensure this desired result, 
“it is essential that the principal road arteries 
and land-use pattems be defined from the 
start, Otherwise, the exercise would merely 
create “another sorry mess like Metro Mani- 
1a.” 
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From page Al 
were still being investigated, ac- 
cording to assistant Ombudsman 
Mark Jalandoni. 

Opposition legislators said it 
was not fair to single out Borra 
because all those who took part in 
the contract should be charged. 


Collegial decision 

Asked if he should not be the 
only commissioner blamed for 
the scandal, he said, “Precisely, 
because this is a collegial body's 
decision.” 

“[S]o why am I singled out? ... 
This is lamentable,” he said. 

‘Apart from Borra and Abalos, 
retired Commissioners Luzvimin- 
da’ Tancangeo, Rufino Javier, 
Ralph Lantion and Mehol Sadain, 
and current Commissioner Flo- 
rentino Tuason Jr. approved the 
contract on April 15, 2003. 

‘To avoid raising questions that 
some Comelec officials were being 
spared, the Ombudsman should 
release the findings on who should 
be held liable for the poll automa- 
tion deal, Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez said yesterday. 

“The Ombudsman should 
make a complete finding and 
evaluation. Right now it gives rise 
to another suspicion that Borra is 
being made a scapegoat because 
the report or the recommenda- 
tion appears in installments as 
admitted by the Ombudsman 
herself,” Gonzalez told reporters. 

He said that if the Office of the 
Ombudsman found no reason to 
indict the others, it should say so. 

“F there's no evidence against 
the others, declare it already. As 


Jong as you say we're still not fin- 
ished, it will give rise to that sus- 
picion,” Gonzalez said. 


Motion for reconsideration 
Abalos met with Borra and other 
Comelec commissioners behind 
dosed doors in the morning to dis- 
cuss the Ombudsman's findings. 

Borra later disclosed that the 
second part of the meeting was to 
be held and concluded today, af- 
ter which the Comelec would give 
its official position. 

‘However, in a separate inter- 
view, Abalos said the Comelec 
‘would file a motion for reconsider- 
ation in the Office of the Ombuds- 
man. 

“We will raise points that they 
(Ombudsman's investigators) 
never saw,” he said, adding that 
the commission was throwing its 
support behind Borra and the 
other poll officials. 

Abalos, who said he himself 
signed the contract after it was ap- 
proved by the en banc, reiterated 
his position that the automation 
contract was validly awarded. 

He noted that the automated 
machines were not defective and 
that the Comelec was not given 
the opportunity to defend itselfin 
acourt rial. 


Inexplicable haste 

‘That the Supreme Court did not 
issue a temporary restraining or- 
er, which allowed the poll body to 
go on with the purchase, only 
showed that there was nothing 
wrong with the contract, according 
to Abalos. 

In its decision voiding the 
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Borra says he’s ready to face impeach raps 


ELECTION COMMISSIONER Resurreccion Borra, 
who faces possible impeachment, was in charge of 
the second phase (automated counting and consoli- 
dation of votes) of the planned automation of the 
2004 elections. 

‘There were three phases in the plan: Computerized 
registration and verification of voters, automated 
counting and consolidation of votes, and electronic 
transmission of election results. 

‘The Supreme Court scrapped in 2002 the P6.6-bit- 
lion contract for the computerization of the voters’ 
registration list, which was awarded to the Photokina 
‘group in 2000. Congress reserved only P1 billion for 
the project. 

Election Commissioner Luzviminda Tancangco 
was head of the modernization committee that en- 
dorsed the voters’ registration project to the Com- 
mission on Elections. 

The second phase was not implemented because of 
the Supreme Court's decision in January 2004 to nullify 
the P1.3-billon contract between the Comelec and 
Mega Pacific eSolutions Inc. The high court said the 
Comelec disregarded the law and its own bidding rules 
when it awarded the contract for the automation of the 


The bids and awards committee (BAC) was then 
headed by director Eduardo Melos, with Gideon de 
Guzman, Bartolome Sinocruz, Lamberto Llamas and 
Jose Balbuena as members. 

But even before the BAC issued its recommenda- 
tion that the contract should go to Mega Pacific, the 
Comelec had come out with an en banc resolution on 
April 15, 2003, awarding the contract to the compa- 
ry. 

The Comelec en banc at the time was composed of 
Chair Benjamin Abalos and Commissioners Borra, 
Tancangco, Fiorentino Tuason Jr., Rufino Javier, 
Ralph Lantion and Mehol Sadain. Tancangco, Javier, 
Lantion and Sadain have retired. 

‘The contract was finally executed In May 2003 and 
notarized the following month. it was signed by Aba- 
los and Mega Pacific president Willy Yu. 

in December 2005, the Senate blue ribbon com- 
mittee chaired by Sen. Joker Arroyo echoed the 
Supreme Court decision, saying it found that the 
BAC had manipulated the bidding to favor Mega 
Pacific. The committee also held Abalos and the 
six commissioners accountable for awarding the 
contract to the company. 


counting and canvassing of ballots to Mega Pacific. 


Mega Pacific deal, the Supreme 
Courtsaid: 

“The Comelec awarded this bil- 
lion-peso undertaking with inex- 


plicable haste, without adequately 
ing and observing 


quirements. 

preferred computer hardware and 
software even if, at the time of the 
award, they had undeniably failed 
to pass eight critical requirements 


designed to safeguard the integrity 
of elections. 

In December last year, the Senate 
demanded the resignation of all but 
one of the election commissioners 
for the “egregiously fraudulent” 
contract for the 2003 purchase of 
the automated counting machines. 

Commissioner Felix Brawner 
was not asked to resign because 
he had yet to be named to his post 
atthetime, 


Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 


“The bids and awards committee 
(BAC)-was in charge of the award- 
ing of the contract and was indepen- 
dent from the commission regarding 
that aspect, according to Abalos. 

All of the five members of the 
BAC have retired except two: Ed- 
uardo Mejos and Bartolome 
Sinocruz Jr, current heads of the 
Comelec finance and human re- 
sources departments, respectively. 

Borra said his involvement as 


A! 


commissioner-in-charge of the 
modernization program was only 
in the implementation of Phase 2, 
which pertained to automated 
counting and canvassing, (See In 
The Know) 


Turn state witness 

Impeachment proponents and 
two petitioners in the voided Mega 
Pacific deal called on Borra to tum 
state witness against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, who is facing a 
fresh impeachment complaint. 

‘The anti-Arroyo groups, howev- 
er, pressed for the criminal prose- 
cution of Abalos and the rest of the 
Comelec commissioners. 

Leah Navarro of the Black and 
White movement said Borra was 
being used as a “fall guy” by the 
administration for candidly ad- 
mitting in a Senate inquiry last 
year that the 2004 elections were 
marred by cheating. 

“We implore you, Six, think 
hard and search your heart. We 
have an impeachment complaint. 
We need all the help. Don't let 
them make a fool of yourself,” 
Navarro said. 

‘Augusto Lagman and Maricon 
Akol hit the “selective proseci- 
tion” by the Ombudsman, saying 
it could be part of the “continuing 
cover-up” to protect Ms Arroyo. 

Lagman and Akol—two of the 
petitioners who had sought to in- 
validate the automation deal be- 
fore the Supreme Court—want 
judicial proceedings, not a politi- 
‘al process like impeachment for 
Abalos et al. because they al- 
legedly committed a crime. With 
areport from Nelson F Flores’ 


Malacafiang, bishops tangle anew on impeachment case 


From page Al 
one impeachment case against 
the Chief Executive per year. 

Last year, Ms Arroyo's domi- 
nant allies in the House killed a 
move to unseat her over charges 
she rigged the 2004 presidential 
elections. She has denied the ac- 
cusations. 

The same charges were re- 
newed last week, along with ad- 
ditional claims she had engaged 
in-systematic political killings of 
activists and journalists 

One of those who signed the 
impeachment complaint last 
week was Bishop Deogracias 
Tħiguez. 

Msgr. Pedro Quitorio, CBCP 
spokesperson, said the Iñiguez 
complaint conformed with the 
pastoral statement the bishops is- 
sued in January prescribing mea- 


Pacquiao 


From page Al 

“We draw inspiration from 
great fighters, like Manny Pac- 
quiao, who can knock down the 
‘obstacles along the way and win 
the bout against all odds,” Ms Ar- 
royo said ina statement. 

“As the entire nation stood still 
in yesterday's big fight at the 
Araneta Coliseum, I could not 
help but dream that one day, we 
‘would see the same passion in the 
hearts of our leaders and all Fil- 
ipinos in supporting a common 
vision of the future.” 


Edible gloves 

Pacquiao is also set to receive a 
new commendation from 
Congress, which in 2003 award- 
ed him the Congressional Medal 
of Honor after he beat Mexico's 
Marco Antonio Barrera. 

Ms Arroyo also gave Pacquiao 
an empanada in the shape of real- 


sures to allow Ms Arroyo to re- 
solve questions of legitimacy sur- 
rounding her presidency. 


Clergy must be involved 
Yesterday, the CBCP president, 
Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, 
said that Malacañang should not 
invoke the principle of separation 
of Church and state “as an argu- 
ment against the participation 
and involvement of the Chureh in 
shaping the politics of our coun- 
we 
‘Concretely, this means that 
the bishops, clergy and laity must 
be involved on the area of politics 
when moral and gospel values 
areat take,” Lagdameo said. 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
replied: “The charges raised on 
impeachment are not morality is- 
sues but plain and simple politi- 


sized boxing gloves, a takeoff 
from the glove empanadas the 
Palace chef cooked up in the Jan- 
uary tribute. 

‘The empanada drew a smile 
from the boxer. 

Just like in his previous visits, 
Pacquiao was mobbed by Mala- 
cafiang employees and media 
members eager to have their pic- 
tures with him. 

Pacquiao said he was happy to 
see that Sunday's fight had united 
his countrymen, as his fight six 
months ago did. 

“If it's possible, PII fight every 
day just to see them like that,” 
Pacquiao said. 


Echoes of Ali 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said Pacquiao deserved 
the “Champion for Life” award 
because he had given the Philip- 
pines an international honor. 


cal harassment leveled against 
the highest office in the land.” 

Bunye said the Palace had al- 
ways respected the CBCP head, 
but on bishops joining anti-Ar- 
royo forces filing an impeach- 
ment complaint, “we beg to dif- 
fer” 

This is the second time in a 
week that the Palace and Church 
leaders have clashed on matters 
of interpretation. 

Malacafiang earlier touted 
Pope Benedict XVI's “well done” 
message to the President during 
her call atthe Vatican last week as 
extending to Ms Arroyo's plan to 
change the Constitution and 
adopt the parliamentary sys- 
tem— a move seen by her oppo- 
nents as a way out of the worst 
political crisis of her 5-year-old 
administration. 


“You'd probably notice that 
there is no other boxer that is 
talked about or written about 
more than Manny Pacquiao. He is 
a real standout in international 
boxing and this has brought great 
honor to the Philippines,” said Er- 
mita, who compared the buzz on 
Pacquiao to the popularity of 
Muhammad Ali. 


Adifferent tribute 

Based on EO 540 signed on 
June 13, the rank of “Champion 
for Life” shall be given to indi- 
viduals who win outstanding 
achievements in international 
events in sports, beauty and 
similar fields of competition, 
and achievements that foster 
extraordinary national pride 
and inspiration toward excel- 
lence. 

Ms Arroyo decided to create 
the new rank in the Honors 


But several bishops said the 
Holy Father had only referred 
to the abolition of the death 
penalty. 


CBCP meeting 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said Malacañang would 
closely monitor the CBCP’s semi- 
annual meeting this week, specif- 
ically if the group would formally 
‘endorse the impeachment, com- 
plaint. 

“Let's nor pit the CBCP and 
Malacañang against each other. 
Maybe (Bishop Iñiguez) did it as 
an individual Filipino but Tm 
hoping that would not be the offi- 
cial stand of the CBCP where he is 
a member,” Ermita said. 

Ermita also referred to the op- 
position initiative. 

“it was only last year that they 


Code—the first rank was Bayani 
or Grand Cross, whose recipients 
include taipan Alfonso Yucheng- 
coand Fr. James B. Reuter—to fill 
a void for honoring champions in 
those fields. 

Before the Palace ceremony, 
ordinary Filipinos gave Pacquiao 
more down-to-earth honors 
when he rode in a triumphal mo- 
torcade through 23 streets of 
Manila. 

For many residents, time virtu- 
ally stood still as they postponed 
their lunches, skipped classes, or 
left work to catch a glimpse of 
“Pacman.” 


Politicians, everywhere 

From City Hall to Chinatown, 
through the slums of Tondo and 
other parts of the city, people 
showered their modern-day hero 
with non-stop cheering and ap- 
plause. 


filed their impeachment com- 
plaint, now I heard they are plan- 
ning to file one hundred and one 
cases and this I think will make 
them lose their value more,” he 
told reporters. 

Ermita said the opposition 
should realize that Filipinos were 
“not that naive not to understand 
their actions and that these are all 
just part of politics.” 


UN to get involved 

‘Also yesterday, opposition Sen. 
Jamby Madrigal said the office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (UNHCHR) had expressed 
‘concern over reports of growing cas- 
es of human rights abuses under the 
‘Arroyo administration, 

She said that Ambeyi Ligabo, 
UNHCHR special rapporteur on 
freedom of expression and opin- 


gets Palace Hall of Fame award 


‘The champ shared a float with 
fellow fighter Jimrex Jaca, who 
also did the country proud by 
whipping Mexican Hector Mar- 
quez in the undercard of the Pac- 
quiao-Larios match. 

Hitching themselves on the 
two boxers’ triumphs, local politi- 
cians vied for public attention. 

Flanking the boxers were 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, Rep. 
Miles Roces and Presidential Ad- 
viser on Youth and Sports Arnold 
"Ali Atienza. Behind them stood 
a bevy of councilors and other of- 
ficials. 


‘Victory for the people’ 

But the chants from men, the 
shrieks from teenage girls, and 
the applause from employees 
hanging out of office windows 
belonged only to the ring war- 
riors. 

Many in the crowd, including 


ions, had told her during her visit 
to the UN agency's headquarters 
in Geneva that “when the Philip- 
pines comes under peer review, it 
will be under tight scrutiny” and 
that it will have to explain what is 
going on in the country. 

The Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors of Women in the 
Philippines (AMRSP) also issued a 
statement at the close of its biennial 
convention in Batangas on Thursday 
critical of the Arroyo administration. 

‘The AMRSP said it was “horri- 
fied, enraged, saddened and in: 
dignant” over issues ranging from 

lings of activists and journalists 
to the purported “deception and 
manipulation” of the people to 
accept an initiative to amend the 
Philippine Constitution. With re- 
ports from Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


squatters perched on rooftops, 
snapped pictures of the celebri- 
ties, using their cell phone cam- 
eras. 

Confetti rained down on Pac- 
quiao and his entourage when 
they arrived at City Hall. 

“Thank you for the prayers for 
my victory,” Pacquiao, an adopt- 
ed son of Manila, said in Filipino. 
“offer my victory to the people. I 
Jove my country and I'm proud to 
bea Filipino.” 

Pacquiao said he would re- 
sume training at the end of the 
month for his rematch with Mexi- 
can Erik Morales in November. 
Gee related story in Sports, 
Page A21) E3 

“The training will have to beall 
out. Morales is a fighter of a dif- 
ferent caliber,” Pacquiao said of 
the tough Mexican, whom he 
thrashed in 10 rounds in January 
to avenge a 2005 defeat. 


From pageAl 

Glenn G. Rebong, project di- 
rector of the Palawan Wildlife 
Rescue and Conservation Center, 
said the last count of adult 
Philippine crocodiles in the wild 
was less than 100, giving the 
species a critically endangered 
status, 

“The next 10 years is critical 
for the survival of the Philippine 
crocodile ... Hopefully, the gov- 
emment will give us enough 
funds,” Rebong said in a phone 
interview yesterday. 

The Philippines is a member 
of the CSG, a global network of 
biologists, wildlife managers, re- 
searchers, government and non- 
government organizations, 
traders, fashion leaders, and pri- 


vate companies working to save 
the world’s 23 living species of 
alligators, crocodiles, caimans 
and gharials in the wild. 

‘The Philippine crocodile has 
been considered the most en- 
dangered species for several 
years now, Rebong said. 


Habitat loss 

“The crocodiles have vanished 
mainly because of human activi- 
tyand habitat loss. The wetlands 
are being polluted, forests are 
degraded so they're losing their 
habitat and source of food," he 
said. 

‘The rescue center was once 
the Crocodile Farming Institute 
created in 1987 as a joint under- 
taking of the Department of En- 


vironment and Natural Re- 
sources and the Japan Intema- 
tional Cooperation Agency to 
prevent the further decline ofthe 
two known species of crocodiles 
in the Philippines. 

From 235 stocks of Philippine 
crocodiles collected from the 
wild in 1987, the center now has 
1,100 stocks of the species. 

This, however, does not 
change the endangered status of 
the Philippine crocodile as it is 
based on its population in. the 
wild and the rate of decline over 
the years. 

The saltwater crocodile, 
which can grow up to 22 feet in 
length, is also found in Australia, 
Papua New Guinea and other 
parts of Southegst Asia. 


The freshwater Philippine 
crocodile, however, is endemic 
to the country. It is found in 
Palawan, Dalupiri Island, Abra, 
northern Sierra Madre and cer- 
tain parts of Mindanao. Its aver- 
age length is six feet and lives up 
1060 years. 


Shy, not dangerous 

“Is a very shy type of 
crocodile, not that dangerous as 
people think ... Unlike the big- 
ger saltwater crocodile, the 
Philippine crocodile has no doc- 
umented record of attacking hu- 
mans,” Rebong said. 

‘The negative perception of 
people on the danger posed by 
‘crocodiles, however, has con- 
tributed to its near-demnise, The 


Most endangered crocodiles found in RP 


term “buwaya” is used to refer to 
greedy people in government or 
in basketball games. Much has to 
be done on public awareness of 
crocodile conservation, Rebong 
said. 

‘The rescue center is exploring 
areas in the Philippines where 
the Philippine crocodiles propa- 
gated in the facility could be 
eventually released into the wild 
and protected. 

“Many protected areas here 
are not really protected,” he 
said. 

Since the agreement with 
Japan expired in 1994, the 
crocodile farm has been solely 
managed by the DENR. It ex- 
panded its conservation efforts 
beyond crocodiles and was re- 


named Palawan’s rescue center 
in June 2000. 


Private funding needed 
Because of lack of funds, 7 
the government is keen on 
tapping private firms or indi- 
viduals to take up conserva- 
tion efforts of the endangered 
crocodiles. i 
“We want to pass on technolo- 
gy to the private sector and let - 
them develop it (crocodile farm- 7| 
ing) as an industry,” Rebong.-| 
said. A 
One local government in:2| 
Mindanao has expressed inter- =| 
est in creating a crocodile sanc- 3| 
tuary similar to the one in Ise: 
abela, but discussions are still, 4| 
ongoing, 
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WE ARE GIVING YOU AN OFFER 
YOU CAN’T REFUSE! 


{| A MOST PRESTIGIOUS ADDRESS 


Located at the heart of dynamic Makati City, the nation’s financial, social, and 
entertainment capital. Be five minutes away from major shopping centers, 
offices, hotels, restaurants, and top establishments. 


FULLY FITTED. FULLY FURNISHED. FULLY FABULOUS. | 


With Century's trademark fully fitted, fully furnished concept, luxury living 
starts upon turnover. No time wasted buying appliances or furniture, and 
no expensive interior decorators or contractors. Pius with a choice of three 
exceptional interior design options: Modern, Sleek, or Contemporary, you're 
sure to find a'style that best suits your personality, 


UNBEATABLE VALUE 


Units start at P1.9M or as low as P12T/month with Studio, 1BR, 2BR, and 
3BR units as well as breathtaking ʻi 
loft and skyloft configurations. 


| ; 3 Design Options to Choose F 

| 2 | Kitchen Snowe. sai 

! : | bia, ase E 
Refrigerator and Microw, 

v mg Room Set 7 

en Living Room Sad 


Airconditioning’ | 
Bedroam/Setay Every Room 


P And Cl 
Beitrom Fintan 


ony Flatscreen TV w/ 

= a i Entertainment Confer DVD Prayer 
You've come to a point in your career when you can finally afford life's finer things. 

But really... designer stilettos, nightly dinners at posh restos, or even that brand new 
executive sedan don't make for wise investments. Perhaps it’s time to re-allocate some 


of your paycheck to a purchase that will surely appreciate and be appreciated! 


Introducing Grand Soho Makati (GSM) - a 40 storey residential hi-rise from Century Properties, the same group that brought you the 
award-winning Essensa East Forbes. Rising in the heart of Buendia Avenue, between Ayala and Makati Ave, all you love about the city 
is just a short stroll away. For everything else, look no further than an elevator ride, as the building boasts of pioneering amenities like 
a breathtaking infinity pool, a world class fitness center, a full service spa, an indoor children’s playroom, a day care center, a resident's 
lounge with updated magazines and bestselling books, a DVD library, and more. Best of all, you can have your very own fully-fitted, 
fully-furnished unit, for as low as P1 2,000 a month, less than the amount on your monthly credit card bill. 


Grand Soho Makati. It’s all that you desire and more. 
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Fully Furnished. 
Grand Soho Makati sa joint venture Fall 
project of Century Properties and [aad ully Fabulous, 
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CENTURY PROPERTIES GROUP 


We see things a century ahead. . www.gsmcondo.com 
call 818-9025 | 893-7050 or text 0915-700-2000 
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Cops bust robbery gangs using minors 


Groups preyed on jeepney-riding commuters in Quezon City 


ByDJ Yap a 16-year-old boy. - >- 
Through the help of eyewit : - [CMETROBRIEFS. | 
TEN YOUTHS, INCLUDING TWO nesses, seven more suspects were d m ies ps 
minors and three women, were arrested in follow-up operations 3 idri 
BE a oprea pene aaa day Oates Sa ? Taxi drivers nabbed 
they were accused of involve- _ They were Juanito Santos, 26; TWO taxi drivers who allegedly ex- 
ment in a series of robberies Erick Tandoc, 21; Raymond i 4 torted money and threatened to 
aboard passenger jeeps in Que- Legazpi, 18; Jay-R Enriquez, 18; j P abduct the child of a rich Chinese 
cag ee le 16: ee businessman were arrested by 
The suspected thieves were Cruz, 21 and a 15-year-old girl. Sens polonia in an ontra 
caught in separate police opera- Godes said they were identi- Sn leech 
tions following the arrest ofthree fied by at least seven com- heri aerb ymaa 
of their leaders at around 8:15 plainants who were robbed in IMPD SOG) sed suspects Wi 
7 Sar er Fe napas rn 
Responding to a commotion at same day. But Mercy, Legazpi’s ‘Samson, 56, of San Jose Del Monte, 
the corner of Aurora Boulevard mother, said her son was wrongly Bulacan, were caught red-handed © 
and 20th Avenue, members ofthe accused of being part of the receiving marked money from com- 
Quezon City Police District crimi- group. k 3: f à plainant Kit Ting Chong. 56, of 
nal investigation division caught She added that her son was ATN > Caloocan City. Investigation showed 
the three in the act of robbing pushing a scrap cart at the time of that the suspects were former em- 
jeepney passengers, policesaid. the incident. Godes, however, Joyees of the complainant who owns 
The suspects were apprehend- said one of the complainants pos- J | more than 50 taxis. Chong told po- 
edafterabriefchase, butafourth itively identified Legazpi and j A fice that the suspects had been call- 
one identified only as “Butch,” even remembered the shirt he ing him, threatening to kidnap one 
who was carrying the loot, man- wore during the robbery. +f of his children it he would not give 
aged to get away, according toa Police recovered a kitchen P them P50,000 each. After negotia- 
report by case investigator PO1 knife, a fan knife and a cellular ` tion, the amount was lowered to 
Jerry Godes. phone from the suspects. But the z d = P30,000 and later to P15,000. 
The three were Jumbo rest of the complainants’ stolen a Aonta OF is MDs iinet 


Isidro, 18; Edgar Daluma and possessions were not recovered. 3 ly formed ateam and arrested the 
suspects who were charged with 


robbery extortion and grave threats. 
Margaux €. Ortiz 


Taguig high school i 4 D More blood donors 


R 5 ~ P THE PHILIPPINE National Red 
h as a new princi al Cross yesterday urged the public to 
p p celebrate Blood Donor's Month this 
July by helping the organization 
boost its supply of safe blood and 
By Jocelyn R. Uy DepEd-Taguig division office. 7 save lives in the process. "The 
“There has been a big improve- ~a#f theme for this celebration is "lama, 


bi dt PN 
‘TEACHERS OF THE TAGUIG NA- ment in our school. There are no] BENJAMIN Olalia, a former vice mayor of llagan, Isabela, went to the Quezon City police yesterday pleads bay eel i 


tional High School expressed re- longer armed men roaming his: Magian i illi i 
Hi genlale ae ie Pra Oda Te ee To dear his name allowing legations that he masterminded the kiling of llagan Mayor Definito e Leon saidin a press conterere 


ment of Education (DepEd) des- ty and water supply have re- Rosal said the a 
ignated a new principal for the sumed,” Bautista told the INQuiR- . oad dep sadesa ia 
school Sociemeeyesene | Lawyer linked to Albano slay surfaces | simesnterssin 
Dr. Judito Camacho was ap- A group of 100 protestors, D tat alna DOANAK NOt DR OF“ 
pointed officer-in-chargein place which included teachers, students anization's services. “With the pro- 
of Dr. Eleonor Abisado who had and their parents, held a rally to | By DJ Yap tactic” by the real culprits to mis- served as Albano's campaign | gram, people who could not donate 
been accused by the teachers of demand Abisado's ouster when lead investigators. manager when the latter ran | biod for health reasons could give 
misappropriating school funds, classes opened last month. EVEN BEFORE POLICE COULD , Accompanied by lawyer Oliver for mayor in 2000. cash to help poor people avail of 
lacking in school management  Abisado, however, dismissed | tag a suspect in the murder of “Lozano, Olalia clarified that he He added that Albano. was | PNRC's blood supply,” Rosal said. 
skills and of being insensitive to the allegations, describing these | Mayor Delfinito Albano of lla- was not turning himself in but his “compadre” as the slain ‘Margaux C. Ortiz 
their welfare anddevelopment. as “baseless and politically moti- | gan, Isabela, a former vice may- “voluntarily appearing” before mayor was the wedding spon- ` 3 
Bernadetre Bautista, president vated.” or of the town surfaced yester- the authorities to categorically sor of his son Harold when he | Quiason matriarch 
of the school faculty, said things “Wearereally thankful thatthe | day to deny rumors that he was declare his innocence. got married in December membered 
have gone back to normal at the DepEd heard our plea. We can | themastermind. ‘Albano was shot repeatedly by 2003. He added that he also | Fememberet 
school following Abisado’s depar- now perform well in our jobs,” Benjamin Olalia met with bonnet-clad gunmen before mid- enjoyed a “harmonious” rela- THE CLAN of former chair Serafin 
ture. Abisado is now with the Bautista said. Chief Supt. Nicasio Radovan night on June 27 inside a bar at tionship with Albano's brother, Quiason of the National Historical 
‘Jz, Quezon City Police District the corner of Scout Santiago and Energy Regulatory Commis- Institute marks today the 10th an- 
F director, to clear his name fol- Dr. Lazcano Streets in Barangay sion chair Rodolfo Albano. niversary of the death of Teofista 
Blaz e 2 nd time arou nd lowing allegations about his Laging Handa, Quezon City. Olalia told police he heard | Henson Danganan vda. de Quiason, 
involvement in the killing of  Olalia,70, said he did not have the rumor that he wanted Al- | teacher for 35 years Ms Siiman 
Albano last week. apoliticalor personal tiffwiththe bano killed because he consid- a TEE 


i i Olalia said local media re- Albanoclan, leastof all Mayor Al- ered the mayor a suspectin the 
sends firemen running ports had made what he called bano, who, hesaid, regarded him killing of his son, Benjamin ecard topes 
“unfair references” to his fami- as his political mentor. Olalia Jr., in October 2004. D. from the University of Pennsylva- 
By Jocelyn R. Uy shop at the ground floor of the | im the investigation of A Ar one point, Olalia, who has But Olalia said hehad never | pia and Camilo, former Supreme 
— Bano’ murder, adding that retired from politics butis sll a implicated Albano in the mur- | Gourt justice, through college, on 

FIREMEN WHO SPENT SUNDAY ` Firemen immediately put out | ese could be a “diversionary practicing lawyer, said he even der of his son. Tar amali salary as a teacher 
afternoon battling the blaze that the blaze that damaged P15 mil- 
žazed;an üpscale furniture shop onworthof propery i > 
în Makati Ciy rushed back o the The cause of the fire has not [Vf d | l h d d h 
in Maiani Ciyrahed acode Tis cuss of e esa Mandaluyong policeman s ot dead with own gun 
‘reignited. there were reports that it an over- 

Fire investigator SFO1 Samuel heated computer inside the shop By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. vice firearm in shooting PO2 Baybayon also said. mm handgun and shot him sever- 
Guzman said they were called could be the cause. Eliseo Versoza at least eight Versoza, 38, was siting outside al times. 
back to the MC Home Depot at “But another witness said they IN BROAD DAYLIGHT AND IN times, investigator PO3 Enrique the Tropical Hut Restaurant atthe The killers then casually 
the comerof Edsa and PasongTa- heard a small explosion from one front of customers eating inside a Jimenez told the Ingumen. corer of Shaw Boulevard and Pio- walked away and hopped on a 
mo at around 8 a.m. yesterday— of the circuit breakers in the fast food in Pasig City, two armed ‘The motive for the killing was neer Street in Barangay San Anto- red motorcycle, where another 
so eral hous ahe putang shop. an investigator told the - men shot to death a Mandaluy- still undetermined. The suspects oat 2:25 pm. whenamanbeside companion was waiting, accord 
out the fire. uinen yesterday. ong City policeman yesterday af. took the policeman's handgun him pulled out a 4S-caliber hand- ing to a tricycle driver who saw 

"Our backs had barely touched Guzman, meanwhile, said the ternon. but did not touch his black wallet gun and started shooting him, the incident. Versoza was rushed 
ug racks had barely touched establishment had no emergency ‘The killers apparently even containing more than P11,000 or The police said the other killer to the hospital where doctors pro- 
an said Guzman lights fire hosecabinerand water used the policeman's 9 mm ser- his mobile phone, POS ‘Sandy could have grabbed Versoza's © nounced him dend on arrival. 
who was among those at the reservoir. 
scene after a fire broke out at “If all those things were there, 


4:55 p.m. the other day inside the the fire would have been con- Dishonest provincial cops 


Muebles Italiano, a furniture tained immediately.” he added. 


EVEN POLICEMEN IN THE velope that we turned over tothe rary restraining order from a 
provinces, once considered more police),” Danny Areza, the vic- court prevents him from yanking 
honest than their counterparts in tim’s brother, quoted one of the out So and other collectors 
Metro Manila, have been bitten tanod as saying. Morales deems are performing 
by the bug of dishonesty. You know how much SPO1 Ed- below par. Even if the court's or- 

The family of Rodolfo Areza, E uardo Escobar, the investigator, der expires soon, Morales still has 
48, one of those who died in a ve- declared he recovered at the acei- to reckon with the powerful Igle- 
hicular accident in Calauag, Que- dent scene? P8,650. sia risto which allegedly rec- 
zon, complained to this writer Rodolfo Areza’s watch and oth- ommended So to this much-cov- 
that most of the cash Areza was _Areza and a companion seated er belongings were missing. eted post. So is a member of the 
carrying was lost. on the front seat died on the spot Escobar and the other cops powerful sect. 

‘Areza left his house at Baran- while the other passengers were who were at the scene should be Morales is making life hard for 
gay K-6 in Kamias, Quezon City, severely injured. The car was a, investigated. So by going after the latter’s al- 
with four relatives in a Honda complete wreck. Barangay tanod ate leged smuggler-friends who use 
Civic at 3:30 am. of June 26, whowerefirstatthescenetumned The “war” between Customs the MICR 
‘They were bound for Sorsogon. all the money, including Areza's Commissioner Napoleon Morales Morales wouldn't have 

Zz ‘Areza was carrying P200,000 Rado watch and the victims’ ce- and Collector Ricardo “Ding” So stooped down to the level of 

in cash intended for a banca he lular phones, to the policemen of the Manila international Con- quarreling with his subordinate if 

ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY CAR ‘would buy for another relative in who: rer later, = tainer Port is making life difficult he had been given the power to 

People check outa flexible fuel vehicle on display yesterday atan Sorsogon. “Ang kapal ng pera sa wallet at for smugglers allegedly enjoying replace ‘non-performing collec- 
exhibit set up by the Marikina City government to promote theuse of Their car had a head-on colli- sobre na ibinigay namin sa mga protection from the collector tors with trusted subordinates. 

Sltornative fuel, The car ls the firstin the country to run on fuel thats sion with a bus on the highway in pulis (There were thick wads of Morales wants So replaced for The customs chief's hire-and- 
80 percent gasoline and 20 percent ethanol. nocencano Calauag at about 7:30 a.m. money in the wallet and in an en- alleged inefficiency. But a tempo- fire power should be absolute, 
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2 rivals declare victory in Mexico race 


MEXICO CITY—TWO BITTER RIVALS DECLARED 
themselves Mexico’s next president and electoral 
officials said they wouldn’t name a winner for 
days, sparking cries of fraud and fears of violence 
äs Mexicans waited Monday for a tedious vote-by- 


{ote hand count. 


A conservative bureaucrat and 
leftist were separated by fewer 
than 300,000 votes with more 
than 30 million counted in a pre- 
liminary tally by electoral offi- 
Gials. With results tallied from 
81.7 percent of polling places, Fe- 
lipe Calderon had 37.02 percent 
to Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador’s 35.90 percent. 

But the Federal Electoral Insti- 


tute stressed those results weren't 
final—and said it wouldn't de- 
clare a victor until an official 
count it wasn't even starting until 
Wednesday. 

In the meantime, both candi- 
dates declared victory, raising 
questions about their pledges to re- 
spect an electoral process in which 
Mexicans invested hundreds of 
millions of dollars to overcome 


crowd chanted. 


ing democracy, 


decades of systematic fraud. 

“We have no doubt that we 
have won the presidential elec- 
tion,” Calderon told supporters. 

“Smile: We've already won,” 
Lopez Obrador told his. 

“We're going to defend our tri- 
umph, We aren't going to let them 
tty to make our results disappear,” 
Lopez Obrador assured thousands 
of cheering supporters gathered 
under a steady rain in Mexico 
City’s enormous Zocalo plaza. 

“Liel Liel Fraud! Fraud!” the 


‘A drawn-out period of uncer- 
tainty could rock financial mar- 
kets and unsettle Mexico's matur- 


“Tensions were already running 


high after a two-year campaign 
marked by vicious personal at- 
tacks. Calderon painted Lopez 
Obrador as a radical leftist who 
would ruin the economy, while 
Lopez Obrador called Calderon a 
liar who doled out million-dollar 
favors to a brother-in-law while 
serving as energy secretary. 

‘The campaign exposed Mexi- 
co's deep class divisions, with 
‘Lopez Obrador of the Democratic 
Revolution Party pledging to gov- 
ern for the poor and Calderon, of 
the ruling National Action Party, 
seen by many as the candidate of 
the rich. 

Many feared the close result 
could cause the tensions to ex- 
plode. AP 


Beijing-Tibet train completes maiden run 


By Alexa Olesen 


ABOARD THE BEIJING-LHASA 
Express, China—China’s first 
train from Beijing to Tibet was 
inaking the final leg of its journey 
Monday on the world’s highest 
railway, climbing to such high el- 
evations that pens and packaged 
foods aboard burst in the thin air. 
„Some passengers breathed 
piped-in oxygen from tubes as the 
train crossed Tanggula Pass at 
5;072 meters (16,640 feet) in Ti- 
þers Tanggula Mountains, which 
iife government says is the high- 
Èst point on any of the world's 
railways, 
-Tibetan antelope and wild 
donkeys grazed beneath stunning 
vistas of snow-capped mountains 
and deep-blue skies as the train 
rolled through the treeless, 
sparsely populated region 

The $4.2 billion (euro3.4 bil- 
Jion) railway is part of efforts to 
develop China's poor, restive west 
and bind it more closely to the 
booming east. Chinese leaders 
hope greater prosperity will help 
to still calls by Tibetans and other 
ethnic minorities for autonomy 
from the communist Beijing gov- 
‘ernment. 

The line has prompted protests 
by activists who say it will bring 
an influx of Chinese migrants to 
the isolated Himalayan region, 

reatening its ecology and dilut- 
ng its unique Buddhist culture. 


COMPLETED last October, the 27-bill 


‘Trains completed shorter trips 
on the line between Lhasa and Gol- 
mud while passengers on the 16- 
car train from the Chinese capital 
were in the midst of their joumey. 
State media gave heavy cover- 
age to the railway, with newspa- 
pers publishing front-page pho- 
tos of passengers singing and vil- 
lagers waving to the passing 
train. The state television midday 
news showed President Hu Jintao 


the line. 


Militants give ultimatum 
as Israel moves on Gaza 


GAZA CITYPALESTINIAN MILITANTS HOLD- 
ing an Israeli soldier captive issued a 24-hour ul- 
timatum Monday for Israel to free prisoners after 
the army kept up its military assault on the Gaza 
Sup. 

"But the demand was immediately rejected 
by Israel, which sent troops and tanks into 
forthe Gaza on Monday and launched a 
sixth straight night of air raids to pressure the 
Palestinians into handing over the soldier. 

“Faced with the Zionist enemy's persistence 
fiqtaking military measures and aggressions, we 
five it a delay expiring Tuesday, July 4 at 6 

im.” said a statement from three groups that 
Seized the teenage conscript in an attack on an 
amy post eight days ago. 

- “if the enemy does not meet the demands 
{We laid out in our previous statement ... we 
wäll consider the matter closed and the enemy 
Will be responsible for all results,” said the 


j 
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statement from the Popular Resistance Com- 
mittees, the armed wing of the ruling Hamas 
movement and the Army of Islam. 

The government of Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert, which has a force of 5,000 
troops massed on the Gaza border, has so far 
rejected demands by militants for the release 
of Palestinian prisoners in its jails. 

“We are studying the statement and for the 
moment are sticking to the official position 
expressed by the prime minister rejecting any 
negotiations with the kidnappers or giving in- 
to any blackmail,” an Israeli military official 
said. 

The latest salvos in the escalating Middle 
East crisis followed threats by the armed wing 
of Hamas—boycotted as a terror group by Is- 
rael and the West—that it would strike civil- 
ians in Israel if the Gaza offensive is not halt- 
ed. AFP 


congratulating workers who built 


Before the last leg of the trip to 
Lhasa, the train stopped in Gol- 
mud early Monday to switch its 
standard engine for three power- 
ful locomotives required to haul 
the train at high altitude. 

Passengers included a 2 1/2- 
year-old boy, a 78-year-old man 
and a group of ethnic Tibetans 
newly graduated from the Beijing 


E Bs = 
yn yuan ($3.3 billion) line to Lhasa is one of the world’s highest railways, 
‘crossing mountain passes up to 5,000 meters high, with about 80 percent of the ine above 4,000 meters. 1 


Police Academy who were headed 
home to work as police officers. 
One Tibetan passenger asked a 
Western reporter what the Dalai 
Lama, the exiled Tibetan spiritual 
leader, thought of the train. The 
man, who asked not to be identi- 
fied by name, said that with Chi- 
na's Internet monitoring, it was 
too dangerous for him to search 
news websites for the informa- 
tion himself. AP 


HAND of an Israeli soldier leans on a magazine 
as troops prepare to enter the Gaza Strip. a” 
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MEXICAN presidential candidates Calderon (right) of the National 
Action Party and Obrador of the Democratic Revolution Party. ar 


Seized file shows careful 
planning for Bali bombing 


By Raymond Bonner operation. The schedule in Bali 
even provided for 20 minutes for 
the bombers to pray. 

The 34-page document, titled 
“The Bali Project,” was found on 
the computer of Azhari Husin, a 
Malaysian engineer educated in 
Australia and Britain who be- 
came a master bomb maker and 
was one of the most dangerous 
terrorists in Southeast Asia until 
he was killed in a shootout with 
the police last November. 

The document was given to 
‘The New York Times by a person 
who requested anonymity be- 
cause it has not been officially re- 
leased. It was first reported on by 
Tempo, an English-language 
weekly newsmagazine here. 

The author, who the police say 
they believe was Azhari himself, 
begins by asking, "Why Bali?” Be- 
cause it will have a “global 
pact,” he answers. “Bali is known 
around the world, better than In- 
donesia itself,” the author writes. 
“An attack in Bali will be covered 
by the international media.” 

In Section 2, “Method of At- 
tack,” he notes that the plan must 
differ from the first attack in Bali, 
in October 2002, when a minivan 
loaded with explosives was deto- 
nated in front of two nightclubs, 
killing 202 people. 

Now, “security is tighter,” the 
author writes. NYT 


JAKARTA, INDONESIA—THE 
bombs should be small and 
placed in day packs, making them 
harder to detect. The bombers 
should dress like tourists. They 
should not bother targeting ho- 
tels because security is too tight, 
Instead they should consider 
restaurants, discos and theaters. 

A thorough survey should be 
done in advance by the bombers 
themselves. This way, they are 
more familiar with the sites, and 
no one is left behind to be hunted 
later by the police. 

“There is no escape plan be- 
cause the perpetrators will be- 
come martyrs,” the planning doc- 
ument states. “They will go to the 
targets and not return.” 

‘This is the minute-by-minute 
choreography of a suicide bomb- 
ing. Indonesian police uncov- 
ered the document from the 
computer of one of the planners 
of an attack last October in Bali 
that killed 20 people, when three 
men walked into separate 
restaurants and blew themselves 
up with day packs loaded with 
explosives. 

‘The document, experts say, of- 
fers a rare glimpse into the minds 
of terrorist plotters and the kind 
of meticulous planning that lies 
behind even a relatively simple 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Clouds force 2nd shuttle launch delay 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.—Bad weather forced Nasa to postpone the launch 
of the space shuttle Discovery on, Sunday for the second consecutive day, 
‘with the next launch attempt set for Tuesday. The decision to cancel liftoff 
came minutes after the seven crew members boarded the spaceship, even 
before the vessel's hatch was closed. Hours before, Nasa forecasters had 
estimated only a 30-percent chance that weather would favor launch, as 
thunderclouds menaced the Kennedy Space Center, Reuters 


Saddam daughter, wife in wanted list 
BAGHDAD—Iraq on Sunday named Saddam Hussein's eldest daugh- 
ter and first wife on a most-wanted list along with top Baathists and al- 
Qaida’s new leader in Iraq, a day after the bloodiest bombing in three 
months killed over 60. The 41 “most wanted” list, which offers a $10- 
million bounty for former Saddam deputy Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri, ac- 
cuses Saddam's daughter, Raghd, and her mother of using millions 
stolen by the former Iraqi leader to finance Sunni insurgents. Raghd 
has taken a leading role in organizing her father’s legal defense in his 
trial for crimes against humanity. Aged about 40, she lives in Jordan 
having been granted asylum there. Her mother Sajida is also on a list 
that includes the new head of al-Qaida in Iraq, Abu Ayyub al-Masri. 
‘The government also offered a $50,000 reward for Masri—far less 
than the $5 million the United States placed on the man named by 
‘Osama bin Laden to succeed Zarqawi. The low sum may be intended 
to insult. Reuters 


Cheaper US calls because of Internet 
COMPETITION in the phone business, intensifying this year as Internet- 
based calling has taken root, has reached the point where many industry ex- 
perts anticipate an era of cheap and even free calls. "People are going to 
look at voice communications as something they expect to get for free, 

said Henry Gomez, general manager of Skype, which eBay bought last year 
for $2.6 billion, The company usually charges a few cents a minute for calls 
{rom computers to regular phones, but in May it eliminated those fees 
through the end of the year for users in the United States and Canada. New 
competitors, including the major cable companies and start-ups like Von- 
age and SunRocket, are puting intense pressure on traditional phone com- 
panies like AT&T and Verizon, which are discounting heavily and pushing 
packages of more advanced services. In 2005, the number of subscribers to 
Internet-based calling services nearly tripled trom the year befor, to 5.5 
million, or about 3 percent of the overall market. By 2010, the research firm 
‘ToleGeography expects Internet phone providers to win about a quarter of 
the traditional local phone business. NYT 


Aussie trader jailed for rabbit torture 
SYDNEY—A Sydney financier was jalied Monday tor at least 12 months for 
torturing to death at least 17 rabbits and a guinea pig, whose mangled bod: 
Jes wore found in the city’s business district. Brandan Francis McMahon, 37, 
was Imprisoned after Downing Centre Local Court rejected his defenso that 
he was affected by the drug “ico” at the time the offenses were committed. 
Now Zealand-torn MeMahon had ploaded not guilty to 18 charges of aggra- 
vated animal cruelty relating to dead or severely njurod animais found at or 
near his Sydney office in July and August 2005. Many of the apparently 
bludgeoned animals had broken skulls, wounds to thelr genitals and eya- 
balls falling from thelr sockets. AFP 
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> for semis push Hurst return to play 
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By Roy Luarca 


MANNY PACQUIAO TOOK PITY 
on Oscar Larios that he al- 
lowed him to last 12 rounds 
when they fought on Sunday at 


the Araneta Coliseum. 

“Naaawa ako sa pagmumukha niya. 
Nababaitan ako sa kanya (1 pity him. He looks 
nice to me),” said Pacquiao of Larios. 

But against Erik Morales, come November 
18 in Las Vegas, Nevada, Pacquiao said he will 
be all bite, all fury. 

“He (Morales) will see the eye of the tiger,” 
said Pacquiao in an interview with the an- 
chors of GMA-7's “Saksi” newcast yesterday. 
“He's been saying nasty things about me.” 

Pacquiao was reacting to Morales’ pub- 
lished remarks that the Filipino icon didn't re- 
ally hit hard, insisting that it was exhaustion 
that sent him down on all fours during their 
last fight, which lasted 10 rounds when the 
Mexican’s corner threw in the towel. 

Morales, who beat Pacquiao by decision in 
their first battle, also claimed in a recent in- 
terview that it was because of him that Pac- 
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Pacquiao ‘a tiger’ in Morales ti 


quiao became famous worldwide. 

“Ipakakain ko sa kanya ang mga salita niya 
I will make him eat his words),” said Pac- 
quiao, who was conferred the Lakandula 
award as “champion for life” by President 
Macapagal Arroyo at the Malacafiang Palace 
yesterday. 

“Pag-start pa lang ng training ko mapa- 
panaginipan ko na siya (Morales) (ll be 
dreaming about him when I start training for 
our fight),” said Pacquiao. 

‘Against Larios, Pacquiao said he found no 
need to go for a knockout because he was in 
full control of the fight. 

He knocked down Larios twice and left no 
doubt of his mastery in their showdown for 
the WBC international superfeather weight ti- 
tle at the Araneta Coliseum, 

But Pacquiao is in for a serious build-up 
against Morales. 

‘Trainer Freddie Roach, convinced that Pac- 
quiao was nowhere in top form for the Larios 
bout, promised to make the training sessions 
“bloody” for his prized ward. 

Roach also set a longer time frame for Pac- 
quaio’s training, indicating that the six-week 
Pacquiao had spent at the gym for Larios was 

PACQUIAO! A23 


{ts away of life, a source of income, for some, just a simple hobby. For the 
millions who ride it's always been a passion that demands more than just 
‘il. For over 100 years, Castrol has shared the same enthusiasm, with oils 
that have helped advance the designs of bike engines worldwide. Today, 
a new generation of oils with Trizone Technology™ protects the 4T bikes 
‘Gita zone, setting new standards of performance for 

the freedom bikers have always demanded 
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PRESIDENT Arroyo presents tray of readin the shape of axing gloves to Manny Pasian during the fight icon’s 
courtesy call at Malacafiang Palace yesterday. Palace chefs baked the bread as a tribute to their hero. wNaLLon 
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By Jasmine W. Payo 


BY NOW, THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
East Warriors have become accus- 
tomed to the pre-season hype as the 
title favorites this season. 

‘There's no question that the War- 
riors have the talent, depth and ex- 
perience to win it all in the UAAP 
men's basketball tournament, which 
begins July 8. 

‘And the anxiety of meeting all 
high expectations isn't lost on UE 
coach Dindo Pumaren. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 


“Compared to past seasons, the 
expectations on UE have never been 
higher and the players are aware of 
that,” said the third-year mentor. 
“But we try not to be distracted. We 
know our team is competitive this 
‘year, but we still have to get past 
Strong teams like Ateneo and FEU.” 

‘While Pumaren would like to tone 
down the early plaudits, the War- 
riors remain the experts’ choice fol- 
lowing their unbelievable run this 
summer. 

In the last four months, UE 


Knights charge 


bagged the championship crowns in 
the Home and Away League, the Mi- 
caba and the Fr. Martin's Cup—three 
tough pre-season tournaments that 
featured the top collegiate squads in 
the UAAP and the NCAA. 

Leading the Warriors are re- 
tumnees Bonbon Custodio, last sea- 
son's top scorer at 11.5 points per 
game, forward Mark Borboran and 
‘wingman Marcy Arellano. Also 
boosting the Warriors’ solid core are 
sophomore big men Elmer Espiritu 
and Jorel Cañizares, shooter James 


Martinez and senior point guard 
Robert Labagala. 

“UEis not a one-man squad,” said 
Pumaren. “But of course, the skills 
and leadership of Bonbon, Mark and 
Marcy will be crucial in this team.” 

Hans Thiele, a 6-foot-4 walk-in 
recruit from Aklan, is the best 
among the Warriors’ talented 
bunch of rookies. 

“They're thriving in our system,” 
said Pumaren of his six freshmen. “Of 
‘course, they have to earn their min 
utes, but they're all working hard. 
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Pumaren added that the Warriors, 
‘who lost to champion Far Eastern 
University in the Final Four last sea 
son, will continue to hit the floor 
running. 

“Our advantage will still be our 
speed, our quickness,” said 
Pumaren, “But we have to be consis- 
tent. Ive been telling my players that 
even if we sweep the pre-season 
tournaments, it doesn't stop there. 

“They should continue to show 
the aggressiveness they displayed 
over the summer” 


Air Force 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


LETRAN, WITH VETERAN BOYET BAUTISTA 
leading a balanced attack, outclassed San Se- 
bastian, 81-73, yesterday and took solo top 
‘spot in the NCAA men’s basketball tourna- 
ment at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
Bautista topscored with 16 points and added 
‘wo rebounds, two assists and a steal as the de- 
„fending champion Knights picked up their second 
“straight win. 
The 5-foot8 point guard presided over the 
‘smooth transition game of Letran, which pulled 
“away by as many as 17 points, 55-38, midway 
“through the third quarter on two charities by the 
comebacking Aaron Aban. 
‘After skipping the first game with a hurting left 
wrist, Aban rejoined the Knights to score nine 
ints, including two free throws, after SSC 
{pach Raymund Valenzona was slapped a techni- 
“cal for stepping onto the court to protest a call. 
=! San Beda demolished host St. Benilde, 71-57, 
Sand moved up to second spot in a tie with idle 
ZPCU with a 2-1 record. 
Ga With coach Koy Banal deftly shuffling his tal- 
ent-laden line-up, the Red Lions pulled away in 
“he second quarter, leading by double figures the 
= yest of the way through veteran Rogie Menor and 
-“Fookies Samuel Ekwe and Pong Escobal. 
* Rookie John Raymundo and Jim Viray kept 
‘the Stags in the fight in the first half before the 
=Rnights pulled way in the third quarter. 
“T was planning to rest him (Aban) for this 
‘game, but he said he is okay,” said Letran coach 
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recent PBL series. 

The defending 
champion SSC Sta- 
glers earlier routed the 
Letran Squires, 66-47, 
for their third straight 
victory. 

The San Beda Red 
Cubs trounced La Salle 
Green Hills-CSB, 88- 
74, to post their second 
win in three games. 
The LSGH-CSB Gree- 
nies suffered their first 
Joss after posting back-to-back wins. 

‘The scores: 

Second Game (Srs) 

LETRAN 51—Bautsa 16, Bag 11, Jan 10, Mondragon 
9, Atan 9, Quinday 6, Faundo 6, Guevara 5, Daa 5, Realsta 2, 
Dangcal 2 Rarises 0. 

SSC 73—Raymundo 12, Viray 10, Juan 9. Nejorda 8, De 
Leon 8, Vente 7, Bulawan 6, Balesteros 6, Unday 3, Sagad 2, 
‘Aino 2, Oulamco 0. 

Quarters: 16-17, 4-40, 65-51,81-73 

Fourth Game (Srs) 

‘SAN BEDA 71—Aamal 13, Menor 12, Escobal 11, Maggay 
10 Ewe 8, Tecson 4, Hermida 4, Angeles 3, Gain 2, Anto- 
rio 2. Tagaras 2, Evangeista 0, Espinosa 0. Taupa O. 

‘ST. BENILDE 57— Ura Jr 29, David 8, Savila 5, Johnston 4, 
Layug3, Manding 3. Robles 2, Tillo 2, Mariapaz 1, Aldover 0. 

Quarters: 22-15, 26-43, 63-42, 71-57 
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SAN BEDA'S Nigerian tower Samuel Ekwe shoots off St. Benilde’s 
Gerald Layug in yesterday's game at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. asus 


Davao squads rule Adidas Streetball leg 


booters stay 
unscathed; 
Xavier falls 


WORKING EXTRA HARD ON DEFENSE, AIR 
Force brushed past Kaya Football Club, 4-1, to 
inch its fourth straight win, even as Xavier 
‘Alumni fell to the AFP Selection, 3-9, at the re- 
sumption of the 2006 Adidas Futsal Champi- 
onship over the weekend at the FMAC Gym in La 
Salle Green Hills in San Juan. 

La Salle trounced University of Asia & the Pa- 
cific, 8-1, in the Jone women's encounter, while 
Army, Veterans and Union FC also posted wins to 
improve their marks in their respective divisions 
inthe men's side of the tournament sponsored by 
‘Adidas in cooperation with the National Capital 
Region Football Association. 

“The Air Force booters remained on top of the 
heap in the men's First Division with a 40-0 
(win-draw-loss) card as Emelio Caligdong, PA's 
most prolific scorer, scored two of the team's four 
goals. Kaya, which came up with a lone goal from 
Ed Mallari, fell to 1-0-3. 

Nor to be outdone, the Armymen posted the 
ays lone shutout, a 10-0 rout of Superfriends. 

Led by Nestorio Margarse and Wilson dela 
Cruz, Army held Superfriends frustrated 
throughout the match for its third win in as many 
games to stay in second spot behind Air Force- 


Biggest upset 
Also gaining ground in the men's First Division 
was Veterans FC, which outsteadied Navy, 7-5" 
But the days biggest upset belonged to the 
AFP Selection, which surprised the Xavier Alum- 
ni booters with a well-coordinated attack en 
route tits second win in three starts in the men’s 


Edwin Cabalida sparked AFP’ big win with 
two goals in the 6th and 7th minute in the first 
half and chipped in two more minutes larer while 
Romeo Buyco capped AFP's runaway victory with 
two more goals. 

John Paul Tantiansu scored three times for 
Xavier Alumni, which took its first loss in four 


games. 

Inthe La Salle-UA&P encounter, Fiona McKen- 
zie sizzled with three goals, while her teammates 
had at least a goal each as the Lady Archers 
climbed into the solo lead with a 3-0-1 mark. 

Inthe only other match in the men’s Second Di- 
vision-B, the Union Football Club buried El Mag- 
istrado under an avalanche of hits for a 17-4 win. 

With the win, Union FC wrested the lead with 
a 3-0-0 slate with El Magistrado dropping to sec 


DAVAO CITY—TEAMS FROM THE HOST CITY SWEPT 
their rivals from Cagayan de Oro to bag the boys’ and 
girls’ titles of the 2006 Adidas Mindanao Streetball Chal- 
„lenge qualifying toumament yesterday at the Gaisano 
‘Mall of Davao. 

_ Jennifer Mayol, Cindy Canegas, Jaccil Rasonable and 
Diane Cangmaong of Assumption-Davao bannered Phex- 
Jaq to the girls crown, while Team Mac—made up of RR 
‘Wong, Lloyd Lacida and Marjan Pinto—from Holy Cross 


Canegas forged overtime then Mayol hit the winning 
charities as Pehxjaq nipped Climacool Slide for the title. 
Regulation play ended at 1¢-ll. 

“Team Mac had an easier time posting a 13-7 win over 
Falcon, a team from Cagayan de Oro’s Sacred Heart of Je- 
sus Montessori, 13-7, for the boys’ crown. 

Phexjaq reached the final after tripping Ikwa, 8-6, while 
‘Climacool Slide edged Ateneo de Davao's Climacool Run, 
9-7, in the other semifinal match 


Manila for the finals, apart from P20,000 in gift certificates. 

“The Philippines, bannered by a crack team from San 
Beda, won the Asian ttle last year. 

‘Adidas executives John Alonte, Goody Custodio, Joel 
Orense and Odette Velarde and PSC commissioner Leon 
Montemayor, and city administrator Wendell Avesado 
were present during the opening ceremony of the event 
that drew 36 boys’ and 12 girls’ teams. 

Vie Sai was the local or of the tournament, 


‘ofDavao topped the boys division. 


‘The winning teams eared allexpense paid tips to 


which was also supported by Viva and Central 911. 


cond spot with a 20-1 card. 


Suico has ‘strong chance’ in title crack 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


“PILIPINO CHALLENGER RANDY 
‘Suico stands a good chance of un- 
seating World Boxing Association 
slightweight king Juan Diaz when 
they meet on July 15 at the MGM 
“Grand Hotel and Casino in Las Ve- 
gas. 

Golden Boy Promotion’ vice 
president Eric Gomez, who was in 
town for the Manny Pacquiao-Oscar 
Larios showdown Sunday, said 
‘Suico has what it takes to inflict a 


first-ever career loss on Diaz, adding 
the Filipino fighter is even capable 
of winning by knockout. 

"Tve seen Suico fight in the Unit- 
ed States, and he hits so hard,” said 
Gomez. “He stands a very good 
chance against Diaz.” 

Golden Boy Promotions, owned 
by the iconic Oscar De la Hoya, is 
promoting the July 15 card where 
the Suico-Diaz clash will serve as the 
chief support to the titanic rematch 
between Sugar Shane Mosley and 
Femando Vargas. 

Ranked No. 8 in the WBC and 


No. 10 in the WBA, Suico was 
tapped to replace original chal- 
lenger Lakva Sim of Mongolia, who 
got injured while taining. 

Suico (24-2, 21 KOs) and trainer 
Juanito Ablaca left for Los Angeles 
last night. 

Solar Sports will air the fight live 
onJuly 16. 

Japan's Joe Koizumi, Suico’s 
manager who was in Manila to 
watch the Pacquiao-Larios bout, 
said Suico had already sparred 
against top Japanese fighters, and 


SUICO: “He hits so hard.” 
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Baguio hosts Shell Active chess 2nd leg 
‘THE BATTLE FOR BERTHS IN THE 2006 SHELL NATIONAL YOUTH ACTIVE 
Chess Championship grand finals resumes on July 8 and 9 with the staging of 
the second leg in Baguio City. Titles in the junior category for players 20 years 
‘ld and below and nthe kiddies dass for those 14 and below are beng dis- 
puted in the eight-leg series. The Baguio event serves as the first of the two 
‘Northern Luzon legs which will be held in cooperation with SM Supermalis 
‘and sanctioned by the National Chess Federation of the Philippines (NCFP). It 
will culminate in the grand finals in October with the champion in the juniors 
division receiving P30,000 and the kiddies winner getting P20,000. Leg win- 
‘ers in the junior and kiddies categories will pocket P5,000 and P4.00, re- 
spectively. For inquiries, call chief coordinator Alex Dinoy at 744-1664 or 
0916-5146384 or local coordinator Bricclo Domondon at 074 446-9103. 


vying in Asian Road Race of Nations 
‘THE NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SPORTS AND SAFETY ASSOCIATION 


should be ready on fight day. 


« It’s on for last part of Pacquiao-Morales trilogy 


‘By Hermie Rivera 


“HAILED BY OSCAR DE LA HOYA AS THE 
‘world’s best in the super featherweight class, 
Manny Paquiao checked in at the Big Dome 
armed with his usual tools to make his fight 

look easy against Oscar Larios. 

Bur the Mexican brawler greeted Pacman in- 
stead with a marvelously-timed left hook— 
capped by a series of hard rights that hushed the 
packed crowd that came in full force for Sunday's 
Thrilla at the Araneta Il 

Given Manny's past stoppages of the elite in 
'his weight class, say, Marco Antonio Barrera and 
Erik Morales, the bold stand put up by Larios did 
mess up Team Pacquiao's game plans, which ne- 

» cessitated a shift in gears—offensively and toa 
greater extent—defensively. 

‘And beating the Guadalajara brawler despite 
his shortened stint at his favored Wild Card gym 
in Hollywood was foremost in Manny’ priorities. 


Larios who is confronted by the daunting task 
of toppling an icon showed excellent moves. He 
dominated the third round with wicked shots 
which, for a while, seemed enough to stop Pac- 
quiao dead on his tracks. 

Close but no cigar as the oft-used cliche goes. 
Manny's adroit defensive maneuvers forced 
Larios to miss badly at times (wasiwas), resulting 

ina wind draft that could have saddled Manny 


COMMENTARY 


with an unwanted “cold.” 

‘When Pacman turned maddeningly ruthless 
in the final round with vicious headshots that 
floored the game Mexicano, the entire archipela- 
go erupted in a roar for their hero's commend- 
able performance, unseen in ages, we might add. 

Combining terrific hand speed, relentless 
punching and a warrior's heart as reflected in 
Pecah Trinidad’s authoritative "Pacific Storm"— 


nothing but a biliant future is ahead for our su- 
perstar. Not that he hasn't reached that much- 
coveted plateau yet. 

So whar’s next for Marvelous Manny, a super 
featherweight who punches like a heavyweight? 

‘Completion of his three fight deal with Morales. 

‘The concluding part of their uilogy is penciled 
for Now 18 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

“The latest sighting of Morales was at Mt. Oto- 
mi where he has started climbing his calvary in a 
desperate bid to make the weight. 

‘Speaking of weight woes, one can't help re- 
calling the ordeal Manny felt when he figured in 
a losing cause against Medgoen Banery, who 
scored an impressive kayo in Nakhon, Thailand, 
to daim his WBC flyweight title. 

“The culprit—Kid overweight. From 135 to 113 
Ibs in a month's time of arduous weight shedding. 
Manny is now on a month-long rest before 
Jeaving to train at his digs’ in sunny California, 

Outstanding! 


(Namssa) wil represent the Philippines in the first Asian Road Race of Na- 
tions 2006 set July 6 and 7 in Thailand. A brainchild of the Motorcycle Federa- 


tion of Japan, the event 
first stage of teamwork 


is an Olymplc-stye road race aimed at developing the 
competition in Asia, Each participating country will be 


represented by three riders but only the scores of thé top two entries count. 
Eleven countries will be competing for the titie. Aside from the Philippines and 
host Thailand, the other entries are Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Singapore, Taiwan, 


‘Macau, Hong Kong, China, Malaysia and Japan. Namssa has nominated 


Jaime Barcial, Roderick Chua and Maico Buncio to represent Team Philip- 
pines, said Namssa president Ken Falco. The RP squad will be supported by 
the Philippine Sports Commission, Namssa, Norkis Yamaha, Fastlane, Biko 
Plus, YRS, Revzone, OZ Racing, Motorcyclephilippines.com, XTech CDI, GV 
‘Accessories, Far Eastern Univenture and Nitro Shock Absorbers. 


70-plus fights in Roligon 6-cocker today | 
MORE THAN 70 MATCHES ARE ON TAP TODAY IN THE "HATAWAN SA TAG- 
Utan” 6-cock derby which unfolds today at the Roligon Maga Cockpit with 
Lakpue Drug inc. and Thunderbird Enertone as sponsors. Today's 2-cock 
‘lminabon round wil start at 5 p.m. Fourteen participants have so far ad- 


vanced to the champion 


nship round on July 11. Among the qualifiers with two 


pponnts each wore Toto Que's Alpha entry, Neison Uy (Super Natural), Nino 
Hemo (Silver V), Bing Dodson (Dodson Farms), Ramon Saldana (Roxanne), 


Richard Ramos (Rated 


RR), Cosar Ramirez (Robson CFR Redemption), Wil- 


‘son Chua (Weliman) and Jover Dilao (Jheal Farms). Host Rolly Ligon said 
cockers and breeders may stl join the event by fielding their entries on Thurs- 
day. For inquiries, call Shirley or Jonna at 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812, 
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Big Four brace 
for semis pus 


! BERLIN-THE WORLD CUP SEMIFINALISTS—GERMANY, f x 
Italy, France and Portugal—were gathering their forces on 5 


Monday and plotting their tactics for Tues 
day’s games in Dortmund and Munich. 

German preparations for thelat French 
four game against Italy in Dortmund 
were thrown into turmoil with the 
news that midfield dynamo Torsten 
Frings was under investigation by Fi- 
fa for his part in the free-for-all that 
marred the conclusion to the quarter- 
final win over Argentina. 

Frings claims he was only defend- 
ing himself in the fracas, but if Fifa 
takes the opposite view he could be 
‘suspended for the Italy game. 

‘That would force a tactical rethink 
from coach Jurgen Klinsmann who 
already has skipper Michael Ballack 
struggling with injuries. 

The Germans will remain at their 
Berlin base until Monday evening 
when they will head over to Dort- 
mund, a football-mad city in westem 
Germany for Tuesdays game which 
isbeing billed as the biggest on home 
‘soil since the 1974 World Cup final. 

‘The Italians will remain at their 
nearby Duisburg base with their final 
taining session planned at the 
Borussia Dortmund ground on Mon- 


trying to instill 


quarerfinals. 
‘The French 


‘Wednesday 
wamed from 


they wee 


day evening, rule any of them out of an eventual 
‘Marcello Lippi will once more al- finalin Berlin on July 9. 
most certainly have to do without n- Portugal, based at nearby Marien- 


jured central defender Alessandro 
Nesta, but his chosen replacement, 
Marco Materazzi, is available again 
after suspension. 


try without a 
wintodoso. 


Domenech, who has spent weeks 


ging team, suddenly had the boot on 
the other foot as he tried to bring his 
players back down to earth after their 
stunning 1-0 win over Brazil in the 


Jand’s conquerors Portugal in Munich 
on Wednesday knowing that they 
havea strong winning record against 
them in major toumaments. 

“Weve already beaten Portugal 
but Tm not into statistics, that's histo- 
1%, this is 2006, the reality is on 


base outside Hanover. 

"The danger for us now is to think 
‘we've done it by beating Brazil, we've 
{got to get the players back to where 


Domenech has the advantage of an 
almost injury-free squad, but he has 
six players on one yellow card. A fur- 
ther yellow against Portugal would 


feld, has exceeded all expectations by 
reaching the last fous, the only coun- 


day and Wednes- 
coach Raymond 


confidence in his fiag- 


go up against Eng- 


night,” Domenech 
the French training 


win” 


before that 


previous World Cup 
AFP 


h 
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BRAZILIAN midfielder Gilberto Silva (front) disputes ball possession against French forward 
Thierry Henry in the World Cup Sunday. France ousted Brazil, 1-0. 
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Last American bows out of Wimbledon 


LLEYTON Hewitt: Out to regain his 2002 crown. 


WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND—FOR THE 
first time in nearly a century, no Ameri- 
cans will play in the quarterfinals of 
Wimbledon. 

The last US player left in either the 
men’s or women’s draw—Shenay Perry 
—lost 6-2, 6-0 Monday in 54 minutes to 
seventh-seeded Elena Dementieva of 
Russia 

‘The 62nd-ranked Perry dropped 10 
straight games from 2-2 in the first set 
to end the American challenge by 
lunchtime on the first day of the second 
week, a humiliating statistic for a na- 
tion which has won by far more Wim- 
bledon singles titles—83— than any 
other. 

‘The last time no Americans reached 
the quarterfinals at the All England 
Club was in 1911, when no US women 
and only three men were entered in the 
tournament. 

None of the nine American men in 
the draw this year reached the fourth 
round, with 1992 champion Andre 
Agassi and two-time finalist Andy Rod- 


dick losing Saturday to Rafael Nadal 
and Andy Murray, respectively. 

Fourteen US women were entered, 
with defending champion and three- 
time winner Venus Williams upset Sat- 
urday by Jelena Jankovic of Serbia. 

Dementieva had 21 winners and 16 
errors to reach the Wimbledon quarters 
for the first time. The eighth-ranked 
Russian, a former finalist at the French 
and US Opens, had lost in the fourth 
round here three times. 

‘Also Monday, French qualifier Sever- 
ine Bremond upset 18th-seeded Ai 
Sugiyama of Japan, 7-6 (11), 6-3. She's 
the first qualifier to get this far at Wim- 
bledon since Jelena Dokic and Alexan- 
dra Stevenson in 1999. Sugiyama, a 
former quarterfinalist, was making her 
14th straight stint at Wimbledon. 

After the middle Sunday's traditional 
day of rest for everyone, Wimbledon’s 
second week started with a unique treat 
in tennis, with all 16 men’s and wom- 
en's fourth-round matches on Monday's 
schedule. AP 


Francesca 
enters JVC 
semifinals 


FRANCESCA BERMEJO OF POWERSMASH 
and 4Play’s Diosan Abangan bested their re- 
spective rivals to arrange a semifinal show- 
down in the elite division of the P1 million 
JNC Open Badminton Championships at Glo- 
rietta yesterday. 

Bermejo, the 16-year-old bet from Assump- 
tion, took the first set in convincing fashion but 
sputtered in the next before regaining her bear- 
ing, rhythm and form to stop Charo Rivera of 
Whackers Badminton Club, 21-15, 14-21, 21-11, 
and booka semis berth in the ladies side. 

The victory set her up against Abangan, who 
fought back from a set down with a solid, steady 
‘game in the next two to carve out a 19-21, 21-14, 
21-10 victory over Jacquiline Cudia of Hemady. 

Rochanie Decatoria, who upended top seed 
Samantha Huang in the last 16, continued to 
flourish in the toumament sponsored by telecom- 
munications giant JVC (Phils) Inc. as she toppled 
Malvinne Alcala, 21-18, 21-8. She will dispute 


NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND—AN- 
nika Sorenstam had to wait 10 years 
to recapture the US Women's Open 
and thought it was in her hands 
when a 30-foot birdie putt broke 
gently toward the cup and started to 
dip into the hole on Sunday. 

But it rippled over the edge, send- 
ing her into an 18-hole playoff against 
Pat Hurst on Monday. 

Moments after Sorenstam's birdie 
putt narrowly missed, Hurst made a 
superb par save from short of the 18th 
green, holing a 5-foot putt that ended 
a marathon day at Newport Country 
Club with everything but a winner 

“The feelings that you get, it’s inde- 
scribable,” Hurst said of her par putt. 
“To have that chance to make that putt 
and make it to go into a playoff, it's 
something you dream about.” 

‘Sorenstam recovered from an ugly 
collapse with three birdies on the back 
nine to shoot even-par 71. Hurst, who 


the first finals berth against Rina Banuigas of floi- 
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Sorenstam, Hurst return 
to play one 


d 
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PAT Hurst (left) and Annika Sorenstam hug on the 18th green after 


finishing in a tie in the final round of the US Women’s Open. 


Jeads the tournament with 16 birdies, 
had a 2-under 69 to match the best 
score ofthe tournament. 

“Tkeptelling myself, Irsa long way 
to go, just be patient,” Sorenstam 
said. 


eure 


‘They finished at even-par 284, and 
after the first 36-hole Sunday at the US 
Women's Open in 16 years, they head- 
ed home for one more round to decide 
who wins the biggest prize in women's 
golf AP 


Jo, who bundled out Lisa Encarnacion of Golden 
‘Shuttle Foundation, 10-21, 21-17, 21-4, in the 
other quarterfinal match. 

‘The semis round of the elite division, which 
stakes P12,000 plus gift items to the champion of 
‘each class and one of the eight categories lined up 
in the counuy’s richest and biggest badminton 
tournament, will be played on Thursday starting 
allam. 

In men's play, Andrei Babad of JLTC/Battle- 
dore shocked fancied Kevin Dalisay of UST, 21- 
19, 20-22, 21-11, for the day's biggest upset as he 
reached the semis round against Ronald Daymiel 
of 4Play, who disposed of Raphael Sanches, 21- 
19, 21-10, 

‘The other semis match pits Ronnel Estanislao 
‘against Antonino Gadi. 


Nene stays a Nugget fo 


DENVER—POWER FORWARD aNBA championship contender. 
P= Nene agreed to a six-year, $60 mil- Nene, who has career averages of 
Es lion deal to stay with the Denver 10.7 points and 6.2 rebounds, From pageA2I 
Nuggets on Sunday, a day after get- played just three minutes last sea- simply inadequate. 
a ting married in Rio de Janeit ‘son before blowing out his right 
A Combined with the five-year, $80 knee on opening night. Larios’ agent 


million extension that Carmelo An- 


i. ht thony agreed = orae 
AE „$ Nuggets owner Stan spent 
F WA the first weekend of free agency 
2 wÈ committing about $140 million 1o- and athleticism 
ward building what he hopes willbe packs 260 Ibs. 


of the most prized players on the 
market because of his youth —he's 
only 23—and rare mix of brawn 


“The restricted free agent was one 


for a man who 
AP 


According to Rafael Mendoza, 
and 

Morales will have a hard time 
making the 130-Ib limit for the 
Nov. 18 third encounter. 

t Shelly Finkel, Pacquiao's 
business manager, said they are 
willing to honor the rematch 


pee A>: 
Manchester 
slams door: 
on Ronaldo 


LONDON—POR- 
tuguese winger Cris 
tiano Ronaldo, cri 
cized for his role in 
Wayne. Rooney's 
sending off at the 
World Cup, won't be 
back at Manchester 
United and can ex- 
pect payback from 
the star England 
striker in the future, according to a report. 

Quoting an unnamed source, The Sun 
newspaper reported Monday that Rooney 
threatened to “split him in two” when the two 
next meet. 

Ronaldo may be wearing a different uni 
form when that happens. The British tabloid 
says United will show Ronaldo the door “be- 
cause of his World Cup shame.” 

Ronaldo, who has spoken of moving toRe- 
al Madrid, infuriated England players for his 
actions in United teammate Rooney's ejec: 
tion Saturday. After Rooney stamped on de- 
fender Ricardo Carvalho's groin, Ronaldo 
rushed to the Argentina referee to complain. 
When Rooney was shown the red card, mo- 
ments after shoving Ronaldo, caméras 
‘caught Ronaldo winking—apparently atthe 
Portugal bench. 

Citing a top Football Association source. 
‘The Sun reported Rooney's rant came one day 
after the penalty shootout loss to Portugal in 
the World Cup quarterfinals, AP 


Beckham out for six weeks 
BERLIN—OUTGOING ENGLAND CAPTAIN DAVID 
Beckham will be sidelined for six weeks after sustain- 
ing knee and ane injuries in the World Cup defeat by 
Portugal, the BBC reported on Sunday. Beckham was 
‘substituted early in the second half of the quarterfinal 
in Gelsenkirchen on Saturday, which England lost 3-1 
in a penalty shootout. The BBC said scans showed a 
tear in his right Achilles tendon and a small “lesion in 
the ligaments of his left knee 


SCHUMACHER: Mood to party. 


Schu rules 
Grand Prix 


INDIANAPOLIS—FROM THE MOMENT HE 
pumped his fist in victory on the final straight- 
away, Michael Schumacher was in the mood 
to party. 

“The seven-time Formula One champion cut 
loose Sunday after winning the US Grand Prix for 
the fifth time and becoming the first driver in any 
series to win five races at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. : 

The 37-year-old driver tossed his Brazilian 
teammate in the air, sprayed champagne and 
took a leap after stepping onto the victory podi 
‘um, Then he waved his arms like a maestro asthe 
crowd sang along with the German anthem, a 
grin plastered on his usually expressionless face. 

“Tve had very good times here,” he said. “I feel 
very excited right now, and on the podium, 1 
showed a lot of emotions. There are a lot of tea- 
sons that come into it, and irs something spe- 
a 

1n 2005, Schumacher accepted his accolades 
quietly, not even cracking a smile. After 14 of 22 
cars were withdrawn moments before the race 
because of a safety issue, he was in no mood to 
celebrate after what he considered an embarrass- 
ing performance by F1. p 

‘He made up for it this year, proving he's the 
king of the US Grand Prix, no matter the size of 
the field. Schumacher won for rhe fourth straight 
time on the 26-mile (4.2-kilometer), 13tum 
road course at the famed Brickyard. 

‘The only other drivers to win as many as four 
at Indy are AJ. Foyt, Al Unser and Rick Mears— 
all in the indianapolis 500—and Nascar’ Jeff 
Gordon in the Allstate 400 at the Brickyard. AP 
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r $60M Pacquiao ‘a tiger’ in 3rd 
fight with Erik Morales 


clause against Morales, 
However, it will be up to Pac- 
quiao if he's willing to fight 
Morales at a catch-up weight. 
‘And, if, it does bappen, the 
Morales camp will have to pay 
Pacquiao for the extra poundage. 
For Pacquiao, however, the 
weight doesn't really matter. 
Kris Morales’ neck, he's after 


adviser, 


RP climbers 
conquer 

N. America’s 
highest peak 


AVASKA—FOUR MEMBERS OF THE FIRST 
Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition team reached 
the peak of the 20,320-foot Mt. McKinley in De- 
nali National Park in Alaska last June 23, reports 
to the team headquarters in Manila said yesterday. 

“Team leader Regie Pablo, with Noelle Wences- 
Jao, Carina Dayondon and Larry Honoridez, con- 
‘quered Mt. McKinley with no porters or guides to 
assist them during the trek. 

“The team left for Alaska last May 19. 

__“itwas a tough climb and we had bad weather 
all the way, even on the way down,” Pablo told 
‘Mt. Everest expedition leader Art Valdez in a re- 
cent phone call. 

“All the expeditions we met supported us by 
supplying us with food and fuel as our supply was 
only good for 18 days. We stayed in the mountain 
for 34 days, which many say is very remarkable.” 

‘With temperatures of as low as minus 65 de- 
grees Fahrenheit, Mt. Mckinley is one of the 
world’s coldest mountains, even colder than Mt. 
Everest. It is the highest peak in North America, 
and one of the world’s seven highest summits. 

"The FPMEE team is sponsored by Philippine 
Airlines, Summit Mineral Water, Stratworks, ABS 
CEN, Coleman, Kodak, PAMI, MedCentral, Fit- 
ness First, Power Up, Rudy Project, Mozcom and 
National Sports Grill. 


fn it uee 
eee 


race : 
‘yn dar Ook  BYTOP CHOICE 
Besert (4. Anye iz 
Sna Prayer (1 Opening Statement 2) 
race Pensa aseos merang (81 Long er, Niais 
Free Astron (te Sambo I 
aca Soper arya Musi (7) ton Wi 2), Chaba 
ity og, Bon Ronn Fon tow 
Poot) Aan Le DWodhnpe Gay (0, Dow Joes 
(ara aren 9 cee 
pry krany Pre U). Howse of Riches 2 Sugar 
Fay 1 Detam Mucho G) 
Paca F Paneforviny Aarts (6), Looney Tune (8), 
eg P) gen ar Y ab Biese G, 
Fie bear Sarit aada (13), Ny ety (12) 
FES naa i5) Omoa Dna 0 Wane ana Fx), Oh 


Pa: 
ace 


PHILIPPINE D 


COLLISION: Buddy Rutledge loses control of his Honda Civic EG6 hatchback (left) and 
swerves in front of Miguel Lazaro’s Honda Civic LXi during Sunday's 2006 San Mig Coffee- 
Petron Blaze Cup Philippine Touring Car Championships race at the Batangas Racing Circuit 
‘another Honda Civic LXi (right), avoids the collision 
justin time, Jody Coseteng topped the 12-lap race in 20 minutes and 56.641 seconds to 
widen his lead in the series sanctioned by the Automobile Associ 


in Rosario, Batangas, Uly Maningdi 


Peña confident of more 


ion of the Phi 


AILY INQUIRER 


Circuit Philippines in Cavite, 


Carapiet, 20, struggled during 
the time trials but topped the first 
qualifying heat and pre-final before 


ruling the 20-lap final. 


He bagged the top purse of 
P42,500 and emerged as leader of 
the series sponsored by ING Bank- 
ing, Pitts, Petron, Chicago City Day 
School, Ford Global City, Nissan 


Gallery and Klassik BMW. 


the race, 
tes. 


success in AF3 series 


WHILE OVERALL LEADER TYSON SY WAITS FOR THE MECHANICS TO RE- 
build his damaged Dallara 304, fellow Filipino racing star Dado Peña is confi- 
dent he can build on his breakthrough victory in last month's Round Four of 


the Asian Formula Three Series. 

Peña, who will tum 19 on Saturday, is 
‘eagerly looking forward to the next round 
of the country-hopping race on July 15-16 
at the Zhuhai Intemational Circuit in 
Guangdong province. 

“We've finally shown that we can be fast 
to win," said Peña, the lead driver of Team 
Goddard who is tied for third with 52 
points along with series newcomer Ali 


“Weve put the pieces together and 
we're going into the next round confident 
we could be faster” 

Speedtech Asia's Sy, who figured in a 
harrowing crash in Round Five, also in 
Zhuhai, leads the race for the drivers 
championship with 87 points, followed by 
Briton Dillon Battistini of JA Motorsport at 
56. 


Zhuhai, including Round Six that was 
called off by officials of the supervising 
Hong Kong Automobile Association on ac- 
count of the heavy rains that flooded por- 
tions ofthe 4.3-kilometer track. 

Peña, who was running fourth in Round 
Five, saw Sy crash into the stalled car of 
Speedtech Asia's Gaby dela Merced in 
front of the grandstand. He immediately 
slammed the brakes to avoid flying debris. 

“These things happen,” he said, recall- 
ing that he was also involved in a crash, al- 
though of a lesser magnitude, last year at 


Daniel Cleak secured second 
place worth P15,000, unable to re- 
ally threaten Carapiet for much of 


Third place went to 10-year-old 
‘Alessandra Madrigal, who started 
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.| Carapiet clobbers 
& Rotax race rivals 


PHILIPPINE FORMULA TOYOTA 
champion Ivan Carapiet proved his 
mettle against the countrys best 
karters by ruling the second round 
of the 2006 Rotax Invitational Chal- 
Tenge last Saturday at the Carmona 


the final race in seventh place but 
bravely worked her way up the field. 
‘She won P12,000. 

Engine trouble hounded first- 
round winner Marlon Stockinger 
who settled for fourth place this time. 

Stefano Marcelo came in fifth de- 
spite setting the fastest lap of 44.657 
seconds. 

VJ Suba proved too hot to handle 
in the Cadet 85 category as he post- 
ed his second straight win. 

Renz Pascoguin and Eugene 
Okuda figured in a heated batle for 
second place in the Jast five laps of 
their 15-lap duel but it was Okuda 
who eventually prevailed—but by 
justa nose. 

‘The top three Cadet 85 finishers 
took home cash prizes of P8,000, 
P5,000 and P3,000, respectively. 

The next round will be held July 
16, also at the Carmona Circuit 


PENA: Could be faster 


“But it’s rather scary when you crash at 
170-kilometers per hour.” 

Sy walked away from that sickening 
crash suffering from a whiplash, although 
his car will have to be rebuilt at a cost of 
nearly a million pesos. 

‘AS of last week, Speedtech Asia officials 
were still waiting for the delivery of vari- 
‘ous parts for Sy's car. 

Peña's father, Ed, chair of the AF3, was 
ecstatic over his son's breakthrough win. 

“It would not be the last,” he said. “It’s 
Jong overdue. The win showed Dado is re- 


E - ER Dimakiling captures 
Ozamiz chess crown 


NEWLY INSTALLED INTERNATION- 
al Master Oliver Dimakiling beat fel- 
Jow IM Richard Bitoon in the eighth 
round and then drew with NM 
Mirabeau Maga in the ninth and fi- 
nal round yesterday to rule the 1st 
Ozamiz City chess tournament at 
the Rep. Hilarion Ramiro Jt. City 
Gymnasium in Ozamis City. 

The 26-year-old Dimakiling 
halved the point with Maga in just 
12 moves of a Scotch Game to tally 
8.5 points and secure the P30,000 
champion’s purse. 

Dimakiling, who hails from 
Davao City, moved beyond reach of 
IM Barlo Nadera, who was stili play- 
ing National Master Levi Mercado of 
Cagayan de Oro at press time. 

Even if Nadera beats Mercado, he 
will only tally 8.0 points. 


Four races make up the next leg in the Batangas Racing Circuit. ally capable of going all the way” 


Dinner for {wo at 


but so is a candlelight dinner in 
Halian pasta place - P300 your very own place in Makati, 
PEET soda - P500 
Movie with popcorn and soda - PS 

P300 
P300 


pno 


“1 really gained a lot of experi- 
ence from my stints in the Chess 
Olympiad and the San Marino 
Open,” said Dimakiling, who also 
topped last month's Olympic Festi- 
val chess tournament. 

Dimakiling was actually assured 
of the title after the eighth round as 
he had beaten Nadera in the sixth 
round. Tournament rules state that 
in case of a tie, the winner-over-the- 
other tiebreaker will apply. 

Nadera handed Grandmaster 
Mark Paragua his second loss in the 
eighth round. Paragua, however, 
bounced back by beating Richard 
Natividad and finishing with 6.5 
points, Bitoon was at 6.5 points with 
of NM Emmanuel Senador, NM 
Mirabeau Maga and Mercado. Mar- 
lon Bernardino, Contributor 


Fully Fitted, Fully Furnished, 
Fully Fabulous Makati 
Condos. 


Cover charge at dance cmb 
Drinks ~ 
Roses from street vendor 


fo fave ver home - P500 


grandsohoma 


e a ia 


ONELAN) COATI ATE, 


Ticket prices 
slashed and smashed 


Araneta Coliseum * July 14-16, 2006 * 4PM 


Watch badminton's superstars LIVE with these fantastic deals": 


“+ MVP Cup Singles Pass 
+ MVP Cup Doubles Pass 
+ MVP Cup Smash Pass 


P300 per ticket 

P500 for 2 tickets (same day) 

P750 for 3 tickets (one ticket for each day) 

‘or Upper Level A tickers previously at P500 

Other ticket prices at P1,000 & P750.Tickets arè available at all TicketNet outlets located at the 


SM Department Store Customer Service arcas and at the Araneta Coliseum ticket booth, 
For Inquiries and reservations, please call 911-5555. 


Visit our website: www.mypad.net/mypcup2006 


\ 
ese MVP QP 
EENE ASIA vs EUROPE 2 


Witness badminton at its best 


mia,2110,Seles of 2006, 
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METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


‘Text us your feedback: inquirer ent name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Catching the ‘Bench Fever’ willingly, happily 


AS ATRUE CHILD OF THE '70S,1 EET 7 Caucasian girl. He seemed to be a per eT EG 
immensely enjoyed the “Bench la i kissing bandit that night; onstage, he | Ht 
Fever '06” underwear and denim = had gamely kissed Keanna Reeves, ee 
show at the Big Dome on Friday. eo - Doty ‘who was obviously thrilled. i Sos 
The sounds and sights made me ; £ : Be : n a Suren nets 
feel like Austin Powers was going to 7 ee fi ‘Woop Ghost with the most 3 THE OMEN 656 
op up anytime. The stage looked . % AWARD-WINNING actress Angelica 

Tike a huge psychedelic transistor A Dolly Ann feptba ten te eel | m 
radio. There was even a hippie DJ i Carvajal ghost in Regal Films’ “White Lady” Conter Mall Cinema 
spinning records inside a golden y Angelica had to endure makeup that |39 soremumseums [arm enur wa mnop ae 
cage. + = took two hours to apply every day, so are 

"The new Bench undies are fiy CORDE lon amman Joeman erum 
and sporty. But it also has classic 2 supe nero 
white and elegant black designs 
‘Theylook too good to be won under 
cothes. 

‘AS in previous Bench shows, it 
wasnt only these that the audience 
had come to see, but also the celebs 
who did the catwalk. Some stand- 
outs were John Estrada, Keanna 
Reeves, Wendell Ramos, Ruffa 
Mae Quinto, Jay-R and Richard 
Gutierrez, not to mention the King 
and Queen of Bench—Richard and 
Lucy Gomez. 

Tt was a visually delightful mix- 
ture of Kapuso and Kapamilya stars. 

AiAi de las Alas brought the 
house down, playfully touched the 
crotch of some male models. 

Most enthusiastically applauded š Sores WAC ONCE HINT PEO 
were Richard Gutierrez, Jay-R, : S Sammen na come 
‘Sam Milby, Christian Bautista, and ae oa 
PaB een winnen GemidAmderson fat ; y SEA aaa 


and Kim Sue Chui. KRISTINE Hermosa and Diether Ocampo : econ! wae 


Joey Marquez and his ex-Alicia 
as Bench models 

ae x SUPERMAN RETURNS SUPERMAN RETURNS j |3 surcomancunes 
Mayer seemed to ig Stace or Ses 


nore each other on 140. 460, 6:00 1200.2 10, 620,930 exmscnurenmnn runs | zimma SUPERMAN RETURNS 
stage. He only had PETE CEC EER ETE 5S asr7rwerumous.a 
eyes for his daughter he Qu RETURNS Que RETURNS 


bakaa stts mi 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 


1250, 4:20, 7:45, 11:10 E P ee es 
g 


SUPERMAN RETURNS NEM 


2:45, 610, 845 e2 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart Malati 


SUPERMAN RETUI = monty Plaza Cinema 
are me Paratna Tin tasty | cate ti WAN N 


CALEL EZ ETE E cans 
6 surema RETURNS 


ewes, SUPERMAN RETURNS 
2 Te 
Seay surema RETURN 
4 Stant MOVE -4 


superman Reruns 


‘SUPERMAN RETURNS 
2:10, 5:35, 900 


sean MOVEE-4 


SUP RETURNS 


CEYUTERILLELEE 


oan supenmannerumns 


See or Syne ce {som suremaan 
Winwin who also 120,350 700, 10:10 110.4 20.720 ween 
modeled some num- 

= PREMIERE; THEATRE MRE 

The gand finale C TN narosna emeen 

was the appearance of e p Moves aad sca are noet to ange mano Pet rower assoc en senene 
"70s idols Sister Sledge TSS Nos hel Tel. No: 88140-41 s z 2 napag Tumor ana ruso 
and Vilage People FPP Cat S08 Cee spac wore 
we sre eben of A Blockbuster Gift for All Season suremaan merum 
was antidimaciic, SUPERMAN SUPERMAN SUPERMAN The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates ‘SUPERMAN RETURNS | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


D e a Ee 
though Bualinalk | RETURNS RETURNS RETURNS eee eee Pires 
was one groovy 5:00,8:00 3:00,6:00,9:00 4:00,7:00,10:00 im remun ntium 
evening. Everyone Ter A > ES 
went home as “carri- "Cas 433.7061 ioe. 171 or 819-2777 y 

ers”. of the contagious reat 


om ? 
fever, SUPERMAN SUPERMAN SUPERMAN - ; e | eae cana 
Postscript RETURNS RETURNS RETURNS i Uae HOUSE 


AT THE party after the 330.830930 11:30.230,5308:30 4307301030 Ceeeeeeceeeeeeeeseses sure sen |e Soren RETOS 


fab show, John Estrada G REENHILLS CIN E M S ‘ ‘SCARY NOVIE +4 


was seen kissing a aiar Snares ene cat ama » | a març MALL 
oe xt] |S CINEMAGIC) inna 200cinemasix 


D E PRE) r 


BUY YOUR TICKETS to ; Miopa 
SUPERMAN RETURNS ~ and coma fa Sc 
Get 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS~ magnet for ‘surenman mevunss | 28" SUPERMAN RETURNS 


a minimum single purchase of 3 regular Te se msemo 

tickets. o pesenveD | Cinema 2000 Metrotoun 

Get 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS» magnets í Mad apana 

for a minimum single purchase of more H ca 

than 3 regular tickets. PR o MEN A D E z E s 

FOR GALLERIA, MANILA, & METRO EAST BRANCHES. k 
PROMO PERIOD: JUNE 28 TO JULY 1 

Tollectall 6 SUPERMAN Returne magnats now! Cema 2000 Waltermart 

SUPERMAN SUPERMAN [ESM SUPERMAN it HOSS 

RETURNS RETURNS RETURNS SUPERMAN RETURNS 


1 
de surenawserunus |? gupenak netune Acoust 
SA SIPERMAN RETURNS 


ecg surenmannerums 


Jon supenmannerunns 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


Get 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS... magnet for Amoc supennvnerunns | Copan tel (84) «e6738 


a minimum single purchase of 2 regular 
tickets. y Stassum scan mowe-« SUPERMAN RETURNS 

Get 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS. magnets for ‘ riva teres 
a minimum single purchase of more than 2 
regular tickets. Teen .acennuse 


FoR THE REST OF ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD, ? 
oani fot rasta me runous 3 Unn Coal 


NOW SHOWING AT $148) supenan metus Paan 


Sea Posters tor more dents robots 309 w 1 Tue omen on 
oe 1 wee pacaman | {carne TunaoK anG PUSO 


SPELLBINDING STRICTLY FOUR PLANES WERE HIJACKED. joie Wine enon 


egies hats et 


AFK "ASTOUNDINGLY INTENSE" Ads EE y as EM REACHED THEIR TARGET.. | | Stean | "ssirinanonaimut 


! STORY OF THE FOURTH, | |i mommas fie st 
“RESOLUTELY EXTRAORDINARY" os e 


Jomm supenan RETURNS 


4 ame ras a e runous- 3 Lianas Movietity 
(cist masis RO 
n surema reas 


peee 
SUPER CINERAMA ESE 


Pore ruunan tause 
aran tH es See Geonatomta tecto § THERE HOUSE 


Jot ‘POWERFUL el 


2 surcuneones 
From the Acclaimed Director ipepe Noise 


“UNQUESTIONABLY BRILLIANT of ‘THE BOURNE SUPREMACY i menn sioe man 


and ‘BLOODY SUNDAY" 5 Pacauaa sureau netunns 


'UNMISSABLE n e 


aomas mE 


“A MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMEN yee ssa’ | a wn 


SUPERMAN TUNIS 


UNFORGETTABLE Aa e 


uN oaae 


"LURGE YOU TO SEE UNITED 93" OPENS TOMORROW pu KOERA aU PAS AEREE! 


ni Corporation e o-oo eevee 


ease superna nerunns 


Ïe Chain! 


And Evil Kani 
Su. 


A2.: 


she could look like her face was decom- 
sing. But she says she didn't mind. 
"Direk [Jeff Tan] told me I shouldn't 
jst be scary; also have to gain the audi- 
‘ence’s sympathy.” 
‘And if Angelica were a real ghost, 
which the three guys she would haunt? 


._. ENTER 
Catching the ‘Bench Fever’ ... remma 


m PHIL peny INQUIRER 


“Johnny Depp, my long-time crush, Pio- 
1o Pascual because T wanna see how he 
looks when hes asleep, and Rafael 
Rosell whom I find sexiest.” 


Sexbomb no bums 
THE SEXBOMB Dancers have really 


NMENT 


“TUESDAY, 
JULY 4, 2006 


bounced back after “Eat Bulaga” They-; ` 
didnt tum into bums just because they , 
lost their daily stint on the GMA 7 noon- 
time show. But there’s no truth to the ru- 
mor that they are moving to ABS-CBN. 
Their soap “Daisy Siete" (3:15 p.m., 
weekdays on GMA 7) is on its 12th seas 


son, 

Ikidded their man- 
ager Joy Cancio, 
“Aren't you feeling vin- 
dictive towards any- 
body who gave the 
giris a bad deal?” She 
laughed, “Closed 
chapter na Sun!” 

A funny coind- 
dence: the cookies 
they gave away at the 
Jaunch of their show 
had “No Sugar 
Added" printed on the 
boxl A subtle re- 
minder that ex- 
Sexbomb girl Sı is 
really out of their lives 
after going out of her 
mind, biting the hand 
that fed her? 


Sarahhh! 
SARAH Geronimo's 
smile lights upa room. 
And she has evmore 
reasons to smile these 
days because her te- 
lenovela, “Bituing 
Walang Ningning,” is 
now one of the top 
draws among ABS- 
CENS Primetime Bida 
programs. She is slat- 
ed to go on a US tour 
in August and wil 
CATCHING! A231 


ARANETA CENTER 


Gate ay av ALL GhemersPlaza 
Gateway Oil DEO 


THE LAKE HOUSE 
1:20 / 3:30 / 6:40 / 7:50 / 10:00 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 
11:30 / 12:05 / 12:30 / 12:50 
1:10 / 2:00 / 2:40 / 3:15 / 3:40 / 4:00 
4:20 / 5:10 / 5:50 / 6:25 / 6:50 / 7:10 
7:30 / 8:20 / 9:00 / 9:35 / 10:00 / 10:20 


Gima (5) 


SUPERMAN RETURNS SUPERMAN RETURNS 
1215 3:10/ 605100 120082 /236/5:30/625 fi 


THE NUN 
‘20/1857 340/55 /7.101885 


THE ONLY CINEPLEX 
INTHE COUNTRY 


FULL STADIUM 
SEATING 


SCARY MOVIE 4 
100/30/50 


THE FAST & THE FURIOUS 3 
100/3:15/530/7#5/ 1000 


WRESTLING 
SUPERSTAR 


‘SUPERMAN RETURNS 
11:40 / 2:60 / 6:00 9:10 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 
1205R4/ 200/455 7:50 


UAAP OPENING CEREMONIES & GAMES 
July 8, Saturday 1pm 


N N MANHATTAN TRANSFER CONCERT 


OP 
TOMORLOW 


July 7, Friday 8 pm 


TOMORROW ` 


mie Ones nic aa 0 


AT THE CINEMAS 


eke yng SURESEATS OB er SURESEAE Gë 1o 732 or PY a oriog 


At the Activity Center 


Customer Servico text hotline: 0917 6095900. Alabang Town Center - B42 2782; ftom 10am to Bpm 
Customer Servce Numbers. Glorietta - 7527272; rom f0am to 8pm Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Greenbelt -752 4853; tom flam io 12mn Market Market - 888 7519 


SUPERMAN 
RETURNS 


4 . SUPERMAN 
RETURNS 


3 E SUPERMAN RETURNS 
42:45, 4:00, 7:15, 10:30 
CUMRINTEED SEATS 


SCARY MOVIE 4 


2 SUPERMAN RETURNS POETIC 


GLORIETTA TO N 


THE FASTE 
THE FURIOUS: 
TOKYO DRIFT 


Gsuperman RETURNS| 7 SUPERMAN 


4 oweianeouse |5 SUPERMAN 


Globo Bizworks Gary y hvo In concert! 
KINSEY SUPERMAN RETURNS ue 20, 2008 uly 1, 


“SUPERMAN RETURNS 
42355, 410, 7:25, 10:40 
Guteed SES 
‘SUPERMAN RETURNS 
SA:00, 28,530, 8:45, 12:00, 
TUaRanTeeO SEATS 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 
4 3:05, 11:29, 
SuARANTEED ENTS 
‘SUPERMAN RETURNS 
42:45, 3:30, 8145, 10:00 is 3 ‘Sony Summer Pleasures 2006 
mesman Tevet ies ate « Ayala june 49 to July 12, 2006 
real the Arte Counc of Cebu t 239 0482 


AYAL AGENTER MARKET! MARKET! 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS |5 
ge 280,806,920 
Conse eats 


ronda o Uron nor 
É 


n DOUBT waning Cherie GT 
fune 30 uly 2 uy 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 2 ‘SUPERMAN RETURNS, z 
Ode To The Pasig River 


5 SUPERMAN RETURNS af iine'27 to August 27, 2006: 
side 


Å THE Lake HOUSE 


‘SUPERMAN 
RETURNS 


JED MADELA in concert 


ä For inquiries, pls. call Ticketworid - 8915610 or 7504180 


SUPERMAN RETURNS SCARY MOVIE 4 
wman A 


‘Ode To Tho Pasig River 
WET 


June 27 to August 27, 2006 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 


MUSEUM 


5 SUPERMAN RETURNS 


NOW SHOWING AT ALLI 
ayalaflall Jewenas 


4 GLORIETTA4 + GREENBELT 3 + GLORIETTA 1 
GREENBELT 1 + ALABANG TOWN CENTER 
MARKET! MARKET + AYALA CENTER CEBU 


Reserve your seats by texting SURESEATS GB3 
to 2333 (Globo) or 211 (Smart) 
or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservation 
For screening schedule, pls. call 729-7777 
MTRCB Rating: Genera Ausience (Al Ages Ades) 


, Movigoors.of Ayala Mali's THX. Certified Cinemas enjoy: 


+ naturally balanced sound & planned sight lines so that every seat 
is "best inthe house.” 


* No sound leakage from the adjacent cinema 
‘Muti-chantl sound that makas you toel you are in the mide of the movie 


THELAKEHOUSE |4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 


IK santos 
Toving you now 


Activity Center 
Juno 1, Sunday, 4pm 


Motronotat Mall 
‘UF Acuity Contor 
June 25, Sunday, Ana 


Pavition Malt 


Sridgeway Activi 
Joly 10, Sunday, 4pm 


Kung Maalala Ho 
wake 
Wilt Hever Leave You 
$ Goodtyya's Hot Forever 
j Baki Ba iniibig Ka 
ent et 

+ Accurate, clear & sharp images 
A 0 watch your favorite movies in a THX: Certified Cinema fora clearer & more 

‘realistic movie-going experience. 


THX. CINEMAS. TRUE TO LIFE. TRUE TO MOVIES. 


oe Gi 


movietime- 


CINEMA ACCESS 


MAUREEN 
Larrazabal 


Catching 
the 
‘Bench... 


From page A2-2 


ae 


soon release a new al- 
bum under Viva 
Records. 

She is also excited 
about her coming 18th 
binhday on July 25. 
Isnt 18 theright age for 
her to have a boyfriend 
already? She blushed 
and said, “My mom 
says pwede na ko pali- 
gaw but wala pa na- 
mang nagkakamali. ” 

But she sings those 
love songs with so 
much feeling. What 
more when she finally 
fallsinlove? 


Daring Darling 
SOMETIMES the best 
‘things are the things 
we dont plan. Like one 
rainy evening, when I 
got stranded in Padis 
Point Timog, just wait- 
ing fothe rain to stop. 
it tumed out to be 
one of the most fun 
nights ever had. 

Darling Lavinia 
heated things up with 
sexy song numbers and 
invited the men in the 
audience to join her on 
stage for a round of 
"body shots.” There 
was also a wetshirtand 
Tack contest, plus 
ledge dancing. It was 
more than enough to 
chase:the rainy night 
blues away. 

Maybe, GAY be 
NOT 

“LOVE to Love Season 
11," which premiered 
last Sunday (after “SOP 
Gigsters" on GMA 7), 
brings back the stars of 
its two highest-rating 
seasons wih the 
episodes “Fat is Fabu- 
lous” and “Best 
Friends” back-to-back. 
The first episode, di- 
rected by Mark Reyes 
and starring Isabel Oli 
and Paolo Contis, tells 
of an obese student 
‘who suddenly becomes 
sexy. 

‘The second episode 
directed by Khryss 
Adalia is about the re- 
lationship of a gay man 
Paolo Ballesteros) 
and a lesbian (Ciara 
Sotto). 

1 asked Paolo if he 
wasnt wary that por- 
traying a bading would 
all the more fuel ru- 
mors that he's gay. He 
laughed. “They no 
longer bother me.” 

So why doesn't he 
make things official be- 
tween him and Ciara to 
finally: end those ru- 
mors? 

‘Just because I don't 
have a girlfriend 
doesn’t mean fm gay” 
he said. “I know of 
some guys who have 
many giris but its only 
a cover-up.” 

Oh yeah! Theyd 
bener speak up or 


watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo,com.) 


CINEMA 


RETURNS 
NOW SHOWING 


Your life as a movie 
ee 


SUPERMAN 


ree 
Feel the action of SUPERMAN RETURNS. at SM Cinema! 
Be one of the 10 lucky winners of SUPERMAN RETURNS. premium tems from 


What is the name of Superman's home planet? 
What is Superman's birth name? 
What gives Superman his powers? 
What can toke away Superman's powers? 
Whai material blocks Superman's x-ray vision? 
What is the name of Superman's secret identity? 
Where does Clark Kent work? 
Who is Superman's lave interest? 


il you answers together wt 
ima Seen od s page T 


t PACQUIAO THE movit 
EXMEN m 

“Sir CY BASHAM 
i SUPERMAN RETURNS. 


FAST AND FURIOUS 3 


Scary MOVIE 4 
Swonvsccer 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 


30pm 


THEPREMIERE THEATER 


INSIDE MAN 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 

EACT MARAD 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 
LAKE HOUSE 


THE OMEN 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 
INSIDE MAN 


SCARY MOVIE 4 
SUPERMAN RETURNS: 
SUPERMAN RETURNS: 
FAST AND FURIOUS 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 

PERMAN RETURN! 
| PACQUIAO THE movit 


FAST AND FURIOUS 
Scary Movie 4 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 


"Tm onvarsu 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 
SCARY MOVIE + 
Lake HOUSE 

FAST AND FURIOUS 
PACQUIAO THE MOVIE 
SUPERMAN RETURN 
SUPERMAN RETURN 


Seer aona 
SUPERMAN RETURN 
MAN RETURN 


PACQUIAO THE movi! 

J SUPERMAN RETURN 
RESERVED 
SUPERMAN RETURN 


SUPERMAN RETURNS 
irast AND FURIOUS 


FAST AND FURIO! 
SinCity sim HESR 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 
SUPERMAN RETURNS: 


SUPERMAN RETURN, 
SUBMERGED 
SCARY MOVIE 4 
! PACQUIAO THE MOV! 
“SUPERMAN RETURN 

E ONIN oaearan = 
SUPERMAN RETURN 
THE OMEN 


GALLERIA 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS * THX 
100 4:10 720 10:30 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIES/SCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


P 622.0116 | 3 


6 THE NUN 
1200 2:10 420 


2 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
340 6:60 10:00 


7 LAKE HOUSE 
410 320 530 7:40 9:50 


3 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
140 4:50 800 


8 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 
1240 300 5:20 7:40 10:00 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
11:00 210 520 8:30 


9 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
240 550 9:00 


5 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
310 620 920 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
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Economy grew 6% in first half of 2006 


Neda says exports, farm sector contributed to expansion "Tems 
Neda Director General Romulo Neri told 6.2 percent for this year. In the first quarte, tg plug 


By Michelle V. Remo 
reporters that economic growth in the second the economy grew by 5.5 percent. iota 
quarter was higher than in the first three GDP is the the total value of goods pro- 

THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY Months despite challenges like non-passage duced andservices rendered inthelocalecon- finance 


said the country’s economy was estimated to have expanded by ofthe 2006 national budget. omy for a given period. 
The expansion would keep the country on Neri noted that the Neda's estimate was 


about 5.5 to 6 percent in the second quarter of the year on the rack of the government’ target of attaining partly anchored on the performance of the 
strong performance of the export and agriculture sectors. an annual GDP growth of between 5.5 and ECONOMY /B2 


Peso rallies 
past 53 to $1 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
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rome 


‘THE PESO YESTERDAY SURGED PAST THE 
53:$1 barrier to close at a four-week high of 
52.98 against the greenback as prospects of 
peaking US interest rates sustained an upbeat 
Asian currency trading. 

“The local currency closed at its strongest since 
June 7 this year when it finished at 52.925:$1. 

‘The peso opened at 53 to a dollar and hit an 
intra-day low of 53.09 before closing at the 
intra-day high of 52.98, underpinned by the 
strengthening of the Japanese yen, which was 
boosted by a rosy survey on corporate senti- 
ment in Asia’s wealthiest nation. 

“There are foreign inflows and it’s a follow- 
through (rally) from last Friday,” Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas Governor Amando Tetangco = Ñ 
Jr. told reporters. 3 

The local currency gained another 13 centavos È 
from Friday's closing of 53.11 against the dollar. 

“Tetangco said the peso was likewise shored up 
yesterday by inflows from overseas Filipino work- 
‘ers, portfolio investments and export receipts. 

‘On the domestic side, Tetangco reiterated 
that the peso was still being favored by good 
economic fundamentals. 

“The macro fundamentals remain sound. 
‘The economy continues to grow. Inflation is 
under control. The (governments) fiscal posi- $ 
tion is showing further improvement, the 
BOP (balance of payments) is still in a surplus 
and we have a record level of GIR (gross inter- 

national reserves),” Tetangco said E 

Volume at the spot foreign exchange mar- 
ket Philippine Dealing System, however 
thinned to $265 million yesterday from $509 
million on Friday. 7 

However, some concerns remain on events $ 
such as the monetary tightening in Europe 
and Japan regardless of whether the US Fed- 
eral Reserve ends its own two-year tightening 
cycle. 
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Stocks continue rally 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.74 PERCENT 


higher yesterday, extending gains to a third day i maate at ee 
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peaked, or were near to peaking out. 
‘The composite index finished up 16.05 
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IN ANOTHER BOARDROOM BATTLE royale, 
the pesky minority stockholder of the contro- 
versial EPCIB, the company called Trans Mic 
dle East (TME), is asking the Bangko Sentral 
to investigate EPCIB for allowing certain peo- 

Leto sit in its board although they have obvi- 
ms “conflict of interest.” 

‘That, in plain language, is called turning 
{he table around on the SM group. 

‘The SM group led by Tessie Sy, daughter of 
multibillionaire mall operator Henry Sy, engi- 
neered the ouster of TME from the EPCIB 
board only last May. 

‘But TME secured a Supreme Court ruling 
that ordered (again, ORDERED) EPCIB to put 
back the TME representative to the board, a 
young lawyer named Martin Romualdez. 

‘And now TME is asking the BSR as overseer of 
tte banking system, to apply its authority to dis- 
qualify the SM group-installed directors in the 
bank, plus a couple of highly paid “advisers.” 
TME said that the EPCIB by-laws ban the 
dwners of other banks from sitting in the EP- 
CIB board. Well, including their nominees of 
course. 

* That should cover all the four EPCIB board 
members who were elected by the SM group. 
Everybody knows, except perhaps the top of- 
ficials of the BSR that the SM group owns oth- 
et banks such as China Bank and Banco de 
Oro, which the group is even using to take 
over EPCIB. 

‘The SM group nominees to the EPCIB 
board are Tessie Sy, Edmundo Tan, Josefina 
‘Tan and Antonio Henson. 

1; Tessie Sy served as chair of BDO only last 
year. She is today the president and director of 
Shoemart Inc., the very same owner of BDO. 
She also serves as vice chair and director of SM 
Investment, which bought into EPCIB. 

, Edmundo Tan is the managing partner of 
‘tan Acut Lopez law offices, legal counsel of 
the Sy family and the SM group in labor cases, 
while Josefina Tan was also a BDO director. 
‘Antonio Henson is the president of SMIC. 

For the same “conflict of interest,” TME al- 
so called for the disqualification of the two 
“independent directors,” namely, Jesus 
Tirona, who was also once a president of 
BDO, and Peter Garrucho, who is an executive 


From page BI 

agriculture sector, which was said to have 
grown by 5 percent year-on-year in the sec- 
Ond quarter. Output by the agriculture sector 
accounts for about a fifth of GDR 

The Neda earlier said the positive perfor- 
mance of the agriculture sector this year was 
due to the absence of the El Niño weather 
problem that hit the sector last year. Relative- 
ly better weather condition helped improve 
rice and corn harvest, the agriculture depart- 
ment earlier said. 

Exports in the first four months of the year, 
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of the Lopez group's First Holdings, which is 
claiming ownership of certain EPCIB shares. 

‘As for the highly paid “advisers” of the EP- 
CIB board, they are Alberto Reyes, former BSP 
deputy governor who still does consultancy 
work with BSP; Teodoro Montecillo, who was 
also a BDO director; and Antonio Pacis, direc- 
tor and corporate secretary of BDO. 

TME also said that, since the general bank- 
ing law prohibits government officials from 
taking any executive position in a private 
bank such as EPCIB, the president of SSS, 
Corazon dela Paz, should also not be allowed 
to take the position of EPCIB chai 

Now, if my memory serves me right, BSP al- 
ready got the same complaint some time 
back. For some ungodly or religious reason, 
the BSP has yet to act onit. 

‘To think, SSS and GSIS sank only P20 bil- 
lion of our hard-earned, blood-and-sweat 
contribution into EPCIB. It does not concern 
the BSP of course. 

‘Whose son-in-law is the BSP governor any- 
way? 


Don't tell me that Executive Secretary Ed- 
uardo Ermita and Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor do not talk to each other. 

Last week, Ermita told media that this cute 
administration would withdraw the award of 
the Masinloc power plant (under the PSALM 
privatization plan) to the YNN consortium, 

Ermita said YNN failed to fulfill its commit- 
ments. Thus, the power plant would have to 
bebid out. 

‘Lo and behold, the ever glib Defensor (who 
has been moving from one position to another 
under this cute administration) contradicted 
Ermita. Defensor said that the deadline for 
YNN to make good its commitments, wel, 
would be extended. 


meanwhile, expanded by 15.2 percent year- 
on-year to $14.75 billion from $12.81 billion 
in the same period last year, the National 
Statistics Office reported earlier, 

The January-to-April performance of the 
export sector boost the country’s chance of ex- 
ceeding the government's 8-percent export 
growth target for the full year. 

‘The target for the year was a revision from 
the original 10 percent after economic man- 
agers noticed the weak performance of the 
export sector in the early part of the year. 

But after a 0.7-percent year-on-year drop 


Subsequent developments told us that De- 
fensor opened his big mouth again. This, or 
he just lost in the power play inside Mala- 
cafiang over the Masinloc contract. 

Defensor said that, for one, this country 
must please its neighbor Malaysia, since that 
country played a role in the peace negotia- 
tions with the MILE 

It is hard to say if Defensor is only applying 
for membership of the Malaysian royalty or 
he just took the job as spokesperson of the 
Malaysian government, but definitely he is 
not into the bottle habit and he must still be in 
control of his senses. 

Tt just so happens that YNN sold its contract 
on the Masinloc plant to a Malaysian firm 
called Ranhill for $8 million—i.e. handsome 
profit, 

Moreover, Defensor said that nobody else 
(outside of YNN, that is) could match the 
price offered by the consortium, which was 
$560 million, and so there would not be any 
rebidding of the power plant. 

I see! So, from now on, bidders just have to 
submit a price as high as the stratosphere, 
take their time to look for investors, and then 
change the contract and all that to please the 
investors, because anyway this cute adminis- 
tration cannot do anything about the whole 
darn thing due to the high bid price? Wow! 

In business, anyway, they are already whis- 
pering about Defensor’s possible involvement 
in the Malacafiang group that was railroading 
the YNN-Psalm-ERC-Ranhill deal. 

For instance, they talk about those two 
power brokers from Mindanao who are either 
former or current government officials, and 
the family of one of them happens to be in- 
volved in the energy business. 

Both are said to be rather close to Defensor. 

Not for anything else, but should those 
power brokers succeed, they would only pun- 
ish us down here with higher power rates. For 
instance, the YNN-Ranhill deal requires 
Masinloc to obtain a supply contract with 
Meralco. 

‘Today Masinloc sells electricity at P2.80 
per kwh, Because of the YNN deal, the rate 
can go as high as P5 per kwh. Who do you 
think will pay for it all? 


Economy grew 6% in first half of 2006 


in export revenues in January, the sector be- 
gan posting growths in February. 

Officials said the over-performance of ex- 
porters as of April was attributed to the grow- 
ing demand for electronics worldwide. Elec- 
tronics is the country’s main export earner, ac- 
counting for atleast 60 percent of the total. 

The rise in demand for electronics was at- 
tributed to cyclical reasons, having been on a 
downtrend last year. The electronics industry 
said products benefiting from an increasing 
demand included laptop computers, iPODs, 
and MP3 players. 


* The One-Year Deferred Payment Plan starts wit 
+ The first monthly payment follows only after one year or on the 13th month, 
‘= Monthly payments can be extended up to 2 years, 

‘This innovative ownership solution is available on all brand new BMW models. 
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Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves said: 
“Of couse Pm con- 
cemed that if its the 
sum total ofthese three 
large groups trying to 
intemally work out 
their own problems, 
this might put pressure 
on emerging 
economies. What we 
intend to do is try to 
evaluate it with 
Tetangco and (Nation- 
al Treasurer) Omar 
Cruz.” 

‘Teves’ basic con- 
tention was that for 
as long as the Philip- 
pines could maintain 
strong economic fun- 
damentals, it would 
be able to lure off- 
shore investors back 
once the uncertain- 
tiesin the global mar- 
kets have fizzled out. 

BSP Deputy Gov- 
eror Diwa Guini- 
gundo, however, said 
he believed that 
prospective interest 
increases by the cen- 
tral banks of Europe 
and Japan would not 
have as much impact 
on the Philippines as 
the US Fed’s moves. 


Stocks 


From page BI 


The broader all- 
shares index ad- 
vanced 5.51 points to 
1,375.40, 

Gainers outnum- 
bered losers 38 to 30, 
with 45 stocks un- 
changed, 

“The market seems 
to have reversed it- 
self,” said Harry Liu of 
Summit Securities. 
"We're now seeing a 
recovery after losing 
heavily in the past 
twomonths,” AFP 
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" DISCLOSURES 


CADP Group Corp. has declared a cash dividend of P0.06 per share for all 


stockholders of record as of July 14, payable on J 


JAMES L. Go, Robert Coyluto Jr., John Gokongwei Jr., Lance Y. Gokong- 
wel, Gabriel Singson, Perry L. Pe, Miguel Coyiuto, James Coyluto and 
Patrick Henry Go have been elected directors of Oriental Petroleum and 
Minerals Gorp. on June 30. Also elected as independent directors were 


‘Amparo V. Barcelon and Ricardo Balbido Jr. 


WALTER W. Brown, Victor P. Juat, Annabelle P. Brown, Robertino E. Pizarro, 
Patricia B. Juat and Jose Ma. R. Francisco have been elected directors of A. 
Brawn Co. Inc. on June 30. Elpidio M. Paras, on the other hand, has been 
elected as Independent director. Meanwhile, Alba Romeo and Co. has been 
appointed as external auditor, whereas Fidelity Stock Transfers Inc. has been 


appointed as the corporation's stock transfer agent. 


CIRILO L. Manlangit and Lourdes G. Clemente have tendered their resig- 
nations as chair and vice chair, respectively, and as directors of Suntrust 
Home Developers Inc. effective June 30. Appointed as their replacements 
were Enrique M, Soriano III (chair) and Ferdinand 8. Masi (vice chair). 

Compiled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 


‘ly 3, 2006 Euro 

Country Unit Equivatent 
United States Dollar 0.781616 
Japan Yon 0.006830 
United Kingdom Pound 4.445990 
Hong Kong Dollar 0.100634 
‘Switzerland Franc 0.639254 
Canada Dollar 0.701630 
Singapore Dollar 0494100 
Australia Dolla 0.580437 
Bahrain Dinar” 2.073308 
Saudi Arabia Rial 0.208459 
Brunel Dolar 0.492543 
Indonesia Rupiah 0.000084 
Thailand Baht 0.020491 
UAE Dirham 0.212812 
Euro Euro 1.000000 
Argentina Poso 0.253566 
Braal Roal 0.361107 
Denmark Kronor 0.134052 
Inda Rupee 0.017040 
Malaysia Ringgit 0.212058 
Mexico Now Poso 0.088862 
Now Zealand Dollar 0.475828 
Norway Kroner 0.125643 
Pakistan Rupee 0.012983 
South Arica Rand 0.109623 
Korea Won 0.000824 
Swedon Kroner 0.108644 
Tawan M Dollar 0.024145 


july 31 


Dollar 
Equivatent 
1,000000 
0.008738 
1.850000 
0.128751 
0.817862 
0.897666 
0.632151 
0.742611 
2.652590 
0.266702 
0.630159 
0.000108 
0.026216 
0.272072 
4.279400 
0324412 
0.462000 
0.171506 
0.021801 
0.272331 
0.088102 
0.608902 
0.160748 
0016611 
0.140252 
0.001054 
0.138999 
0.030891 
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Equivalent 
53.2200 
0.4650 
98.4570 
6.8521 
43.5266 
47.7738 
33.6431 
30.5218 
141.1708 
14.1939 
335371 
0.0087 
1.3952 
144903 
68 0897 
17.2652 
24.5876 
9.1275 
1.1602 
14.4935 
4.6888 
32.4058 
8.5650 
0.8840 
7.4842 
0.0561 
7.3875 
1.8440 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE PHILIPPINES 1S BEING LEFT 
behind in the Asia-wide growth, 
led by China and India, due to the 

igration of skilled and talented 
Filipino workers, and constant 
politicking, says Mastercard Inter- 
national economic advisor Yuwa 
Hedrick-Wong. 

‘According to the economic ad- 
visor, the Philippines is a 
“tragedy,” where a large number 
of talented Filipinos prefer to 
work abroad and are willing to 
downgrade their skills due to the 


cent 


ests.” 


T-bill rates decline as US =PAYROLL 
Fed pressure seen to ease — 


Treasury also expects regional rates to let up 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘TREASURY BILLS RATES YESTERDAY FELL 
across all maturities as the auction for short- 
term government securities was swamped by 
banks amid perception that the US Federal 
Reserve would finally put an end to hikes in 
its interest rate. 

The bellwether 91-day Fill rate dropped 
42.6 basis points to fetch 6.074 percent, with 
tenders for the three-month debt instrument 
reaching P6.37 billion compared with the gov- 
emment’s debt offering of only P2 billion for 
each Tbill tenor. x 

“The market is now more relaxed,” National 
‘Treasurer Omar Cruz told reporters in a briefing 
after the auction. “There is not much pressure 
on it because of the expected easing of rates 
abroad.” 

“The rate for the 182-day bill settled 31 basis 
points lower at 6.985 percent. The six-month 
bills were likewise highly oversubscribed, with 
bids reaching P6.635 billion. 

‘The 364-day bills fetched 7.815 percent, de- 
clining by 15.8 basis points. Tenders for the one- 


lack of job opportunities in their 
own country. 

“ft creates a vicious cycle,” 
Hedrick-Wong sai 
briefing 
“Nowhere in Asia can you see this 
Juxtaposition—the lack of oppor- 
tunities for talented people di 
to domestic politics, or the politi- 
cal elite propagating their inter- 


He said that the growth of the 
Philippine economy is largely driv- 
en by remittances from overseas 
Filipino workers, which allows the 
“political elite” to do nothing. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS = 
Politicking, brain drain take its toll on Philippine growth, economist says 


“The OFW (growth 


during a re- 
in Singapore. 
prepared to downgrade 
allow the elite to do nothing.” 


blessed with a talented pool 


year bills were highest, amounting to P8.685 
billion. 

Last week, the Fed again raised its federal 
funds rate by a quarter of a percentage point to 
settle at 5.25 percent. But US monetary authori- 
ties hinted that the Fed may put an end to the 
hikes soon now that the US economy is slowing 
down. 

‘The Fed had been increasing its rate since 
June 2004—recording 17 hikes all in all—in a 
bid to counter inflationary pressures. 

‘Cruz said the Bureau of the Treasury expect- 
ed that the rising Till rates in the previous 
‘weeks would not last long, noting it was expect- 
ed for the Fed to have reached, if not nearly 
reached, the end of ts need to increase its rates. 

‘An increase in US interest rates makes bonds 
issued by perceivably riskier emerging markets 
like the Philippines less attractive, therefore 
forcing domestic interest rates to rise as well. 

With this development, Cruz said that do- 
mestic Pill rates are expected to ease, especial- 
ly now that the gov- 
ernment is meeting its 
fiscal targets. 


In Subic, P40-M school opens 


A SOUTH KOREAN 
firm that plans to put 
up in Subic one of the 
world’s biggest ship- 
yards has opened a 
40-million school 
near the Freeport, 
where prospective 
employees would 
learn the skills need- 
ed in the billion-dol- 
Jar operation. 
Armand C. Arreza, 
administrator of the 
Subic Bay Metropoli- 


and instructors. 

HHIC Philippines 
managing director 
Myung Goo Kwon 
said in a statement 
that a pool of quali- 
fied and competent 
work force, which is 
currently "remotely 
available” in the 
country, wasa critical 
factor in the success 
of its shipbuilding 
project. 

“Equipped with 
the most modern fa- 
cilities and with qual- 
ified Korean instruc- 
tors, the Training 


the Training Center 
located, in the center 
of Subic town, was 
the most modern fa- 
cility of its kind coun- 


Center would be the 
cornerstone in devel- 
oping and honing the 
skills of Filipino 
trainees,” Kwon said. 

The project is ex- 
pected to create 
some 30,000 jobs, 
and put the country 
in the map of the 
global shipbuilding 
industry. 

Arreza said the 
planned shipyard 
would be the fourth- 
largest in the world, 
and would be able to 
handle big vessels. 
Ronnel W. Domingo 


try, and would serve 
the need of Hanjin 
Heavy Industries and 
Construction Co. 
‘The facility, which 
opened last weekend, 
has three classrooms, 
70 welding booths, 
one pipefitting room, 
four painting rooms 
and a working area 


Bivona Meo Company 


731 Romualdez St, Manila 02-522-8765 /66 
‘wim. bigwoodstrucks.com 


ian Tracks 


that may accommo- 
date up to 200 trainees 
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Construction Management Seminars 


‘Construction Project Quality Management, 
Construction Project Management 
Construction Project Time Management 
Construction Safety Semi 


Construction Safety & Health 
Construction Supervisory Seminars 
Rebarworks 

Masonry Works/Concrete Works 
Formworks 

Electrical Works 

Plumbing Works 

Equipment Management 

Orientation Seminars/Training for 
Engineering and Architectural Students 
(Subsidized training program) 

Seminar on Construction Safety 

Rebar works/Concrete works/Formworks 
Block works & Plastering 

Bullding Electrical Works 

Plumbing Works 


(Based on the Project Management Body of Knowledge, USA) 


‘(Accredited by DOLE-Bureau of Working Condition) 


Rescue and Recovery™ 


nomenon) breaks up families and 
reflects the horrific brain drain,” 
Hedrick Wong added. “Hundreds of 
medical doctors took retraining to 
work as nurses overseas .. they are 
ir skills 
in order to work overseas. All these 


glish proficient and well-trained 
‘workers, but politics has continued 
todrag down economic prospects. 

He noted that the famous People 
Power revolution has not truly insti- 
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DISTINCTIVE INNOVATIONS 


tuted any real change in the econo- 
my, adding that ordinary people are 
being manipulated by elite groups 
to serve their personal interests. 


He added that the Philippines 


must work hard to tap into the TNE 
growth in Asia, instead of relying Y 
ontraditional markets such as the 

United States for trade. 


‘The Philippines should also re- 


view its competitive strategy and 
take advantage ofits talented peo- 
ple to grow in sectors such as en- 
tertainment and fashion, where 
the Filipinos, 
natural competitive advantage. 
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DISTINCTIVE INNOVATIONS 
Rescue and Rocovery™ 
Pstvo-a-buton data backup and rocovery 


The Rescue and Recoveiy~ button on the ThinkPad” 
R52 notebook is your antidote for software crashes, 
vius infections, even system failures. Just press the 
Due button and watch your saved dala materialse 
within minutes. The Lenovo ThinkPad REZ with 

inte Pentium® M Processor. 


NEW THINKING. NEW THINKPAD.” 
Complement these ThinkPad 


notebookswith special 
upgrade options: 
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Fiscal official 


FINANCE SECRETARY MARGARITO 
‘Teves yesterday said policymakers had de- 
cided to keep the government's revenue 
targets for 2006, hoping to maintaif the 
country’s improving fiscal track record. 

‘Teves said that any adjustments in the 
way the government has set its fiscal tar- 
igets over the medium term would have 
to begin with 2007 onward. 

“Right now, we are trying to get as 
much revenue as we can,” Teves told re- 
porters. “We like to have a good track 
record. Let’ talk about 2007 (and suc- 
ceeding years) late.” 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(BIR), an attached agency of the DOF 


and the government's main revenue 
source, had asked that part of its tax col- 
lection target for the year be transferred 
to other collecting agencies, claiming 
that the goal assigned to it was too high. 

‘The BIR was tasked this year to collect 
P675.4 billion in taxes—about 25 per- 
cent higher than the P542 billion it col- 
lected last year. 

Revenue Commissoner Jose Mario 
Butfiag had particularly asked that some 
of its value-added tax collection target 
be transferred to the Bureau of Customs, 
explaining that the BOC has the ability to 
collect more VAT on oil products given 
that there are more imported oil than 


public of the Phiippines 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Conter for Heath Development — Bicol 
BICOL MEDICAL CENTER 
BIOS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


there are domestically produced. 

Bufiag also asked that part of its target 
on documentary stamp tax be trans- 
ferred to the Bureau of the Treasury be- 
‘cause of the latter's recent moves to can- 
cel auctions for Treasury bills and bonds. 
‘The cancellation of auction schedules re- 
duced the BIR's collection of tax on gov- 
ernment securities, he explained. 

But Teves said that the changing of 
revenue targets may not be practical, 
now that the government is already in 
the middle of the fiscal year. 

He said it was the responsibility of fis- 
cal authorities to deliver the promised 
revenue from the fiscal reform measures 


passed by Congress. 

He said the promised revenue had to 
be realized so that the government could 
easily go back to Congress for new rev- 
enue-raising measures if needed. 

‘Measures passed to provide fiscal re- 
lief for the defict-ridden government in- 
cluded the Reformed VAT law, the Sin 
‘Tax Law and the Lateral Attrition Law. 

‘The VAT law raised the value-added 
tax rate from 10 to 12 percent and ex- 
panded the coverage of the tax to include 
oil and electricity among others. 

The Sin Tax law raised the excise tax 
rates applied on cigarettes and alcohol 
products, while the Lateral Attrition Law 
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s decide to keep government’s ’06 revenue targets 


provided a mechanism that would grant 
incentives to revenue collectors who were 
able meet their revenue targets and penal- 
ties to those who would fail to do so. 
National Treasurer Omar Cruz, head 
of the Bureau of the Treasury, said it was 
not practical to change the targets in the 
middle of the fiscal year, explaining that 
the fiscal program for the year has al- 
ready been factored in by investors in 


“The 2006 revenue targets are all set 
in the minds of investors and the (fiscal) 
program has been launched,” Cruz told 
reporters. “We would like to live by that.” 

Michelle V. Remo 


NSO urged to review report 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


ECONOMIC PLANNING SECRETARY 
Romulo Neri has told the National 
Statistics Office (NSO) to review, and 
possibly even revise, the reported 
output by the country’s manufactur- 
ing industry. 

Neri, who is also the director 
general of the National Economic 
and Development Authority (Ne- 
da), said the results of the Monthly 
Integrated Survey of Selected In- 
dustries (Missi) could be grossly 
understated because of the old 
samples used. 

Missi is a report on the the manu- 
facturing sector's production in terms 
of volume and value. 

Volume is measured by the volume 
of production index or VoPI, while 
value is gauged by the value of pro- 
duction index or VaPI. 

“The survey may be based on old 
samples, and therefore needs to be 
updated,” Neri yesterday told re- 
porters at the sidelines of the annual 
meeting of the Asia-Pacific group on 
antimoney laundering held at the 
Philippine Intemational Convention 
Center in Manila. 

The NSO has reported that the out- 
put of the manufacturing sector, as 
measured by VoPI, had declined con- 


sistently in the first four months of 
the year. 

According to the Missi, volume 
of production dropped year-on- 
year by 8.2 percent in January, 
12.1 percent in February, 7.8 per- 
cent in March and 13.9 percent in 
April. 

Dennis Arroyo, Neda director for 
policy and planning, earlier said the 
reported drop in the volume of pro- 
duction was surprising given the ro- 
bust growth in exports. He said an 
increase in exports normally should 
be partly attributed to improving 
production of the manufacturing 
sector. 

Some analysts, however, said that 
the country’s exports are largely 
buoyed by electronics, pointing out 
that the domestic manufacturing sec- 
tor is not highly concentrated on elec- 
tronics. 

Earlier, the NSO reported that ex- 
ports in the first four months of the 
year reached $14.75 billion, reflect- 
ing a 15.2-percent year-on-year in- 
crease from the $12.81 billion 
recorded in the same period last 
year. 

‘The growth in exports in the Jan- 
uary-to-April period was much higher 
than the 8-percent target set for the 
entire year. 


Economic authorities said the in- 
crease in exports was attributed to 
the growing demand for electronics 
in the world market. Electronics is the 
country’s major export product, ac- 
counting for at least 60 percent of to- 
tal export earnings. 

Neri said the economy likely post- 
ed as much as close to 6 percent 
growth in the second quarter of the 
year, nor factoring in the Missi report 
on manufacturing output. 


(Sg) ANGELITA A. AGAWA, MPA 
(PON iy 4810200) ade 


‘Erap City’ firm pulls out of MRT-7 bid 


REPUBLIC OFTHE PrLPPHIES By Daxim L. Lucas 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
CAMARINES NORTE PROVINCIAL OFFICE 


NOTICE OF COVERAGE 


Republic of the Philippines 


Municipality of Llorente 
Province of Eastern Samar 


Invitation for Bids (IFB) 
Date July 4. 2008 
Contract 1D No SP-090-1N-01 
Word Bank Loan N° 4448 PH 
|. The Government of the Philippines has received a loan from the 
Intematonel Bank for Reconstructon and Development towards the cost 
of Local Government Finance and Development and iniends to apply 
part of Ihe funds lo cover ebgbie payments under the Contact for the 
Rehabilition & Construction of Public Marhet Bading 's open 1o all 
Deders fiom elgble source countnes as detined in the Guidelines: 
Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Cres: 
“The Cty / Municipaity of Liorente vites sealed bids rom eigible sources 
Jor te Renabittation and Construction of 850 sq.m. one storey public 
market with support facilities; Resorvoir & Site Development 
Budding documents may be purchased starting July 4, 2008 from 800 
‘am 10.500 pm al BAC Secretariat, MPDO, Municipality of Liorento, 
Eastern Samar upon payment ofa non relundable fee of Sa: Thousand 
Five Hundred Pesos (Php 6,500.00) or its equwalent in a freely- 
Comerible currency, fot each set Interested Beders may obian further 
ciomaton atthe same adaress 
Bids shal be vai for a penod of ninety (80) days aher bid opening and 
Mmusi be accompaned by Ded securty of Two Hundred Ten- thousand 
Pesos (Php 210,000.00) m a form of cash, cried check, bank guarantee 
© equnaien! m a convenis currency and shall be deivered to the 
BAC Secretariat. MPDO, Municipality of Llorente, Eastern Samar on 
r belare 10:00 aum., August 2, 2008 at whch ime they wil be opened 
in the presence of the bidders who wish to atend 
‘A pre-bd conference wii be held at 10:00 a.m. July 19, 2006 at he SB 
Session Hall, Municipalty of Llorente, Eastern Samar. 


(Sgd) ENGR. DOMINGO B. CORRAL 
BAC Chawman 


A CONSTRUCTION FIRM ONCE LINKED TO 
the controversial Erap City mass housing pro- 
ject has withdrawn its bid to build a rail link 
from North Ave. in Quezon City to Bulacan, 
according to the transportation department. 

In a message to reporters, Department 
of Transportation and Communications 
(DOTC) Assistant Secretary Roberto R. 
Castañares said New Kanlaon Construc- 
tion Inc. has pulled out of the bidding for 
the Metro Rail Transit Authority's Line-7 
project. 

Despite the withdrawal, the official ex- 
pressed optimism that the project's 
timetable will remain on schedule. He 
added that it may even move ahead since 
New Kanlaon’s exit will mean the ir 
tion of the Swiss challenge process, which 
normally takes anywhere from six to eight 
months to complete. 

“The would-be challenger for the MRT-7 
has submitted today a letter of withdrawal 
from the Swiss challenge,” Castañares said. 
“Because of that, DOTC will now have to go 
back to ICC for the approval of the concession 
agreement.” 

‘New Kanlaon—owned by businessman An- 
tonio Evangelista, who secured the P2.8-bil- 
lion Erap City project in Rodriguez, 
Rizal—did not say why it pulled out of the 
bidding. 

But sources familiar with the process say it 
may have been discouraged by the govern- 
menr’s stand on requiring all interested par- 
ties to set up a bid bond of at least $100 mil- 
lion, 

The bid bond was put up to discourage nui- 
sance bidders and those whose sole inter 
is to sell the rights to the project to a real 
vestor once they've secured the government's 
approval. 

‘The government uses Swiss challenge rules 
asa basis for obtaining competitive bids for 
“unsolicited” projects like MRTE7. 

Under the scheme, the government must 
give the original project proponent—in this 
case, the Universal MRT Corp. consortium led 
by Israeli businessman Eli ‘Levin—the right to 
improve its initial offer, matching the best of- 
fer of an opposing bidder. 

Nonetheless, Castañares said the final go- 
signal must come from the Cabinet-level In- 
vestment Coordination Commitcee of the Na- 
tional Economic and Development Authority, 
which acts as the clearing house for all big- 
ticket infrastructure projects of the govern- 
ment. 

The transportation department official 
stressed that the government is fully commit- 
ted to the project, despite recent develop- 
ments, 

The entire MRT:7 project is conservatively 
valued at $1.2 billion. 
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BOHOL | ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Maca-as, Tubigon, Bohol 
Fax No. (038) 508-8095, Tel No. (038) 508-0084, 508-0085 


INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 2006-04 


‘The BOHOL I ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (BOHECO-I) 
thru 5% revestiment and general fund intends to procure various 
electrical matenals and equipment to be used in our coverage area 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION “ANNEX A” 
LOT!- VOLTAGE REGULATOR with By-Pass Arrestor (REFURBISHED) -6 Units 
-Raig 167KVA 
LOT2-VOLTAGE REGULATOR with By-Pass Arrester (REFURBISHED) -6 Units 
+ Rating THIKA 


LOT 3- BY-PASS SWITCH for VOLTAGE REGULATOR, SURPLUS -4 sats (12 Pes) 
132KV Comploto with Connectors 


Sealed bids for the supply and delivery of the above-mentioned 
‘matenats will be recawed by BOHECO.4 at its main office in Maca-as 
Tubigon, Bohol on or betore July 13. 2006 at 2:30 p.m. at which time 
and place said proposal would be opened and read in the presence ot 
bidders or their respresentatives. 

“The interested bidders may obtain information, secure lst of bidding 
documents from BOHECO-I Main Office upon payment of a non 
refundable fee of Two Thousand Pesos (Php2,000 00). 


(S94) CARLOS B. ITABLE 
General Manager 
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arabes 
On the instruction of Premiere Printing Co., Inc. 


ONLINE AUCTION SALE 
High Quality Printing Equipment 


SARA 


At: Premiere Printing Co., Inc. - #18, 1st Avenue, 
Bagumbayan, Taguig, M.M. 
Inspection: Monday 3rd - Thursday 13h July 2006 
rom Sam to Spm or earlier by appointment 
PRINTING - HEIDELBERG Speedmaster SM74-H (2000), HEIDELBERG MOV 
Ep Tronc (1995) Reconditioned by HEIDELBERG (2006), (2) HEIDELBERG 
Sh102 VOP Tronic (1989/1990) Four Color Printers; HEIDELBERG 


olor Printer (1984); HEIDELBERG KORD Single Color Printer (1986) 
{converted to UV Drying); HEIDELBERG Single Color Offset Printer 
{converted to Die Cutter) 


Machine (2000); STAHL K6614 KTH 3 Fold; SHOEI 2 Fold Folding 
Machine; Taiwan Folder Gluer 

CUTTING - POLAR 115EM; (2) CHUNG TA SNL 115 CNC Paper Guillotines 
(1996), SHUNG FA Automatic Flaten Die Cut Machine (2001), TANG YUN 
TY 200 Electronic Hole Punch System; Manual Board Cutting Machine 
BINDING/SIITCHING - MULLER MARTINI Type 1509 6 Station Saddle 


16 Station Binding Line gw Gathering, Perfect Binding. 3 Knife Timmer 
EILM PROCESSING - DAINIPPON-SCREEN Companica 680C Camera; 
NORSCREEN MiS25-5-N2B (2002); NORSCREEN MS255 Film Processors; (2) 


henrybutchercom 


Sale Closing: Thursday, 13th July 2006 at 20:00CCT (local time) 


Speedmaster SM102 VCP Tronic Five Color Printer, HEIDELBERG SORS Single 


FOLDING - STAHL 4 Fold Comprising: £056 142, TD 66 Y, TD 78 Va Folding 


ioi 
Sëcher (1990), MULLER-MARTINI Pony 5 Type 246 Perfect Binder; YOSHINO | 


CLASSIFIEDS | 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


est Road, For Gono 1200 Teg: Ciy. Phiippinos 
PO. Box 2102 MGPO. Toi Non: B03800119 47055-1220 Pan No 040-1575 


PNOC 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Doveiopment Corporation (PNOC-EDC) nite interested contractors 
fagiatored wit the Phiippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) and classiliod, 
‘atleast, as Galagory BAAC Medium, Sub-Category A, General Engineering or General 
Building 1o appl Tor aigibilty and to bid for the project: 


CIVIL, STRUCTURAL AND MECHANICALIPIPING WORKS FOR THE 
CONVERSION OF TONGONAN REINJECTION TO PRODUCTION WELL (14) 
(LEYTE GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD) 

'EDC 06-095 
Tho Approved Budget ls P8,451,910.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund. Tho 
Conirac! duration s 120 calendar days 


payment of a non-retundabie 

Site inspection shall bo conducted on July 13, 2008, 10:00 A.M 

Geothermal Production Field (LGPF). For the purpose ol ciarilying 

‘re-bld conference willbe haid on July 17,2006, 2:00 P.M. at PNOC: 

Biting 5, PNOG-EDC. Fort Boniiacio, Taguig Gly, Metro Manila. 

Apalzatone lor Egil and sale bide shal be racoved by the PNOG-EDO 
Cehiracis Administration Group at PNOC-EDG, 1st loor Bldg 6, For Bonlaco, Taguig 
Giy. Metro Mania, not later than 2:00 p.m. on August 1, 2008 and shall be publely 
‘opened immodiatly thereator. 

PNOO-EDC reserves the right to reject ány or all bids or parts thereat, to waive 
Eny Informally therein, to abort the bidding process, to accept such bids or to 
award any part ol the work to any bidder whose bid is considered most 
advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complex, Merrit Rod 
= Fort Bonitacio, Makau Ciy 
PNOC ‘ol No. 8091320, Local 5268 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


Tho PNOC-Energy Dvelpmant Corporation s ting ol rested suppliers to apply and submit 
sled bids ota supply and dalvry of Ihe folowing: 


as Chromatograph undor FGM 60311 
‘Approved Budget PHP 408,300.00, 
gt forms and bing documans shal be avaliable for issuance a! fo above address clo 
Mr: Anthony E. Ciriaco staring July 4, 2008, and upon payments ol a non-telundabio fe of 
P400 00per documant. 
For purposes ol clalyng cartain matiere, a pra-bidding conference shoi behold on July 13, 
2008, 2:00 pam. at Iho above across. 
‘Aplications tor ely and sonlod bids shal be subi to, and regisiered with the PNOC- 
EDC Supply Management Deparmant at Ine above address and thereaiar dropped in tha 
‘odioced id box thereat not han 2:00 p.m. (Supply Management Department Otice 
fal Clock time) o! July 27. 2008. Pubic opening of bs shal fotow immediatly throat. 
Late bide shal not be accepted. 
Prospective bidders shali sgt conformance tha bag arms and condos, as required, and 
“shal onsuro he samo trough proper submissoexecuton. Sour ol andra rom intema! Cash 
Segre HOGG Ma ene Apoo Biter be ato 
al 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation reserves the right 1o annul the biking process, to 
reject any or al bids, 1o wave any intonat fn Bide received and lo accept such bid which 
1e most advantageous 1o PNOC-EDC without hereby icuring billy to h alc bidder or 
Dar or any eigen em ha alae er rar of grounds) lo POC- 
EDC acon, 


HEXMAN Plate Makers BAC CHAIRMAN 


MISCELLANEOUS - GRETAG 019C 478/P Reflection Densitometer; TECHKON} 
1120 Densitometer 


pte 26 (rota 1,200) (Charman, Bids and Awards Committee 


ONLINE AUCTION SALE 
Telephone Card Pin Coding & 
Packaging Machinery 


Sale Closing: Thursday, 13th July 2006 at 20:00CCT (local time) 
At: Premiere Printing Co., Inc, - #18, 1st Avenue, 
Bagumbayan, Taguig, M.M. 

Inspection: Monday ŝrd Thursday 13th uly 2006 

ro 


BUY *SELL* PAWN 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY |: 
DIAMONDS 


é BEST OFFER 


IMMIGRATION: AUSTRALIA 


ELPIDIO JNR. BAUTISTA 
Registered Migration Agent-MARN 0002606 


For FREE consultation call: 


LIFE SUPPORT TRAINING 


INTERNATIONAL 


OFFERS 
A FOUR-DAY COURSE IN 


INTOWN 


m Sam to Spm or earlier by appointment PHILIPPINES AUSTRALIA our 
IMETRONIC UDA 1505 Type MT 471705-5013 Pin Coding Machine (2002) J BAUTISTA LAW OFFICE IMMIGRATION CONSULTANT Bosnaga 
KORA PACKMAT VME 100 Card Packing Machine (2002), DISASTER PREPAREDNESS FOR No. 1 ML Elgon Sweet Unt 457-59 Station St. 


NURSES” 
COMMENCING MONDAY JULY 10, 2006 


Finvest, Q.C. 1125 
Phone: (632) 931-4046 
Telotax: (632) 951-0180 


Fifield Cty NSW 2165 
Tobfox: (612) 9723-5537 
E-maik pidi@ipg.com.au 


For further information please contact Chris Major at 
Tel: 852 2910/11 Email: chris majar@henrybutcher.com 


WE BUY 


Golndustry wy Oe enano rms ne anionica. SPUY ce 
Henry BUTGhOT «lve: 052 asian aes 4917:19 pa Ne: 21 507 “LIMITED SLOTS AVAILABLE” ROLEX 
aleine ity ney 


GoldCrest Bldg, 
Gloriatia-2 
5646593 5897041 
0917-8473744 


CALL JANET ON 415-3249 
FOR DETAILS / REGISTRATION 


Republic of the Philippines 
Municipality of Placer 
Community-Based Resource Management Project (CBRMP) 


Invitation for Bids 
Date: July 4, 2006 
Loan No. 4299-PH 
IFB No. SFF-IPB-02-2005 


. The Government of the Republic of the Philippines (through 
the Department of Finance (DOF) has received a loan from 
the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) in various currencies towards the financing of 
‘Community-Based Resource Management Project (CBRMP). 
It Is intended that the part of the proceeds of this loan will 
applied to eligible payments under the contract for Supply 
and Installation of Ice Plant Machineries. 

.. The Municipality of Placer now invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the Supply and Installation of Ice Plant 
Machinerles. 

Interested eligible bidders may purchase or Inspect the 
bidding documents at or obtain further information from the 
Office of BAC Chairman, Municipal Hall, Placer, Surigao 
del Norte, Philippines. 

A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
interested bidders starting July 4, 2006 - August 18, 2006 
upon submission of letter of intent to the above and upon 
payment of a nonrefundable fee of Three Thousand Five 
Hundred Pesos (Php 3,500.00) 

The provisions in the Instructions to Bidders and in the 
General Conditions of Contract are the provisions of the World 
Bank Standard Bidding Documents: Procurement of Goods. 

Bids must be delivered to the BAC Chairman, Municipality 
of Placer, on or before 2:00 pm on August 18, 2006 and 
must be accompanied by a bid security in the amount of Three 
Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php 300,000.00) in the form of 
cash, manager's check or bank guarantee. 

"Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders’ representatives 
who choose to attend on August 18, 2006; 2:00 p.m. at BAC 
Chairman, Municipality of Places, Surigao del Norte, 
Philippines. 

Prior to bid opening, a pre-bid conference will be held on 
July 28, 2006, 2:00 p.m. at the address indicated In paragraph 
7 


“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want, `* 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside quiet waters. 
He restores my soul 
Psalm 23:1-3 


Our Dearly Beloved 
Rodolfo “Rod” Locsin Jocson, MD, FPCS * 


Past District Governor, RI District 3850 
Past Regent, Philippine College of Surgeons 
Past Medical Director, The Doctors Hospital, Inc. 


Peacefiully joined his Creator on June 30, 2006 at the age of 83. 


His bereaved children: Ricardo & Milagros, Rodolfo Jr. & Jocelyn, Maria Asuncion & 
John Poon, Ramon & Georgina, Rafael & Emily; grandchildren Ricardo Jr., Rodrigo Miguel, 
Carmelita, Bettina Regina, Joaquin Ramon, Enrique Miguel, Emilie Marie and Rafael 
Emilio request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Rolling Hills Memorial Chapel, Bacolod City. Daily masses 
will be held at 6:00 p.m. 


(Sgd.) MRS. EMERITA P. ELAJAS 
Chairman, Bids Awards Committee 
Lely 4, 2000 


Interment will be tomorrow, July 5, 2006 at the Bacolod Memorial Park following the 2:00 
p.m. Holy Mass at the Redemptorist Church, Bacolod City. 
Sue 


OBITUARIES 


Death Notice 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Me essage f Thanks 


MARIA CLARA MAKABENTA 
June 29, 1909 — July 2, 2006 
Interment will be on Thursday, July 6, 
2006, after the 8:30 a.m. Funeral Mass. 


express our deepest appreciation to all our friends and relatives for 
your spontaneous outpouring of love, sympathy and support with the 
loss of our dearest mother, daughter, and sister. 


“ANTONIO PACLIJAN GOLEZ AA Shia eee ty ew AE ys i 
June 13, 1935 — July 2, 2006 Manila : 711-6931 to 35 é x 5 
Died in the grace of our Lord | wwasoroecusm — |ructor ewna| e Fe We, the family of the late 
at the age of 73. 
His remains lie in state at the Funeraria anoni (ap hd iced nbossnomeet 
Paz, G Arte Are, Quezon Cl ia a A. JUDITH LUCIANO LEDESMA 
Interment will be on Saturday, pon AO ENE: T | Re | See ae rae, 
2006, atthe Manila Memorial Park.” | |[micanoouwanna — [wpavo,ac. | TOZO aorte | Gra Geen (October 28, 1947 -- June 22, 2006) 


Department of Agrarian Reform She will live on in our hearts, and we find strength in knowing that 


she touched so many lives and organizations in her concern for 


& 
ee others. 
-ORDET 
“Eternal life will swallow up that which can die. God made 


us for this very reason and He has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee that we will live again.”— 2 Corinthians 5:4-5 


ARTURO DAVID 
Died on July 1, 2006 at the age of 56, 
Interment will be on Thursday, July 6, 
2006, at the Manila Memorial Park-Sucat, 


FRANCISCO CUSTODIO 
Died on July 1, 2006 at the age of 31 
Interment will be on Thursday, July 6, 2006, 
at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City, 


Notice of Coverage 
Department of Health - Bicol Medical Center 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Bohol ! Electric Cooperative 1 


„Invitation for Bids 


Municipality of Llorente 


. Invitation for Bids 


on Page B-4 
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RP moves to plug terror’s finance pie 


Banks seen playing significant role in campaign 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
di Christine O. Avendaño 


CONGRESS IS HAMMERING 
out a measure that will block ef- 
forts to finance international 
terrorists and curb the launder- 
ing of dirty money. 

‘This developed as countries in 
the Asia-Pacific were urged to 
tighten laws governing the infor- 
mal remittance system, wire 
transfers, cash couriers—and 
even the conduct of non-govern- 
‘ment organizations (NGOs)—to 
prevent funds from falling in the 
hands of terrorists. 

‘The implementation of global 
standards to stem the flow of ter- 
rorist funding was among the is- 
sues discussed yesterday during 
the start of the 9th annual meet- 
ing of the Asia Pacific Group on 
Money Laundering. 

During a ceremony opening 
the five-day meeting hosted by 
the Philippines, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo announced that she 
had certified as urgent a bill that 
‘would plug the financial pipeline 
for terrorism. 

The President said that the 
country had achieved so much 
since it enacted the Anti-Money 
Laundering Act in 2001 and these 
included the freezing of P1 billion 
in suspected dirty funds and oth- 
ercriminally-tainted assets by the 


TETANGCO 


Anti Money Laundering Council 
(AMLAC) and the release of close 
to P800 million to victims of 
swindling or fraud. 

“And the recent conviction of 
money launderers, one a criminal 
conviction and three forefeiture 
of the laundered assets, proves 
that our system works,” Ms Ar- 
royosaid. 

And to “supplement” these 
achievements, President Arroyo 
reiterated her government's bid 
to pass soon an anti-terror law 
“which will criminalize not only 
terrorism but its financing as 


well.” 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 
yesterday told reporters that it 
‘was important to strengthen the 
framework that would block the 
terrorists’ financing.” 

‘The proposed law will require 
banks to play a more significant 
role in cutting off the financial 
pipeline of terrorism. The Anti- 
Money Laundering Council, 
which is chaired by the BSP shall 
draft the implementing rules and 
regulations. 

“We'll ask the banks to com- 
ply as soon as the law is 
passed,” BSP Deputy Governor 
Nestor Espenilla Jr. said. 

Aside from the United States, 
which is spearheading efforts to 
counter terrorists’ financing ini- 
tiatives, other Asian countries 
like Malaysia and Singapore have 
taken steps to strengthen their 
‘own regulatory framework, Espe- 
niflla said. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves said the proposed “anti-ter- 
rorist financing law” was as im- 
portant as the other measures on 
money laundering and corrup- 
tion. 

“In the end, {the anti-terrorist 
financing measure] represents 
the sum total of all these efforts,” 
Teves said. “An example is very 
important, for it to become a de- 


terrent. This will eventually have 
to be manifested in the form of 
convictions. 

As early as 2002, the Paris- 
based Financial Action Task Force 
against money laundering has 
adopted global anti-terrorist fi- 
nancing standards, calling on all 
countries to render as criminal 
the financing of terrorism and as- 
sociated money laundering, 
freeze and confiscate terrorist as- 
sets, and report suspected terror- 
ist transactions. 

“NGOs are particularly vulner- 
able, and countries should ensure 
that they cannot be misused for 
terrorist purposes,” an APG brief- 
ing paper said. 

Asia-Pacific countries were 
likewise urged to put in place 
measures to “detect the physical 
cross-border transportation of 
currency and bearer-eligible ne- 
gotiable instruments, including a 
declaration system or disclosure 
obligation.” 

Money laundering is the act of 
conversting, transferring or con- 
cealing cash and other property 
derived from criminal activities, 
giving it the appearance of com- 
ing from a legitimate source. 

“The APG said that money laun- 
dering has the potential to im- 
pede economic growth and un- 
dermine the stability of financial 
systems. 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
and Irene Sino Cruz 


CEBU HOLDINGS INC., A 47-PERCENT 
owned subsidiary of Ayala Land Ine. (ALD, 
is earmarking P1 billion for major residen- 
tial and retail development projects in Cebu 
in the next three years, AL's vice-president 
and chief operating officer for Visayas and 
Mindanao Francis Monera said. 

Monera told reporters in Cebu on Sat- 
urday that a substantial portion of the 
amount would go to the expansion of the 
Ayala Center mall in Cebu and its devel- 
opment into a “Greenbelt-type lifestyle 
mall." 

The ALI group will spend roughly P800 
million for the expansion of the mall area 
over the next three years. The project in- 


Ayala expanding Cebu mall, other projects 


volves the construction of a five-level 
building, which will be the first phase of 
the plan, and the development of a near- 
by lagoon into a lifestyle-oriented shop- 
ping and dining area. The new building 
will add 6,000 square meters to the 
group's total gross leasable area in Cebu. 
Rustan's Supermarket—which will occu- 
py 2,000 square meters in the expanded 
area of the mall—will be the anchor ten- 
ant. 

CHI president and CEO Rene Almen- 
dras said the company would spend P300 
million for the new building, which 
would be completed in the first half of 
2007. He said the building would neable 
‘Ayala Center Cebu to cater to the require- 
ments of shoppers, whether locals or for- 
eigners. 


“We see a lot of opportunities. We are 
capturing these opportunities by putting 
up the new building,” Almendras said. 

Almendras said the company was tar- 
geting mainly the tourist market. “Ayala 
Cebu has more tourists per square meter 
than in any other Ayala mall.” 

Its ability to respond to the changing 
market demands made Ayala Center Ce- 
bu among the preferred destinations in 
southern Philippines, he added. 

CHI also launched during the weekend 
its first lighthouse community , dubbed 
“Amara” after the Spanish word for moor- 
ing rope or anchor. 

‘Amara, a joint development project of 
CHI and Coastal Highpoint Ventures Inc., 
sits on a 46-hectare property at Barangay 
Catarman, Liloan, Cebu. 
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long-stay tourists in the region. 
‘Also, Philippine Retirement 
Inc—made up of companies en- 
gaged in real estate and subdivision 
development, medicine, and hospi- 
tal and medical facilities opera- 
tions—was formally launched dur- 
ing the 1st Philippine Retirement 
Industry and Investment Summit 
held at the Makati Shangri-la Hotel. 
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“The summit was held in coopera- 


tion with the Philippine Retirement 
Authority, with which PRI is work- 
ing dlosely in developing the sector. 

The MOAs firmed up were 
mostly aimed at facilitating busi- 
nesses in the sector—including 
one that PRI and PRA signed with 
the Trade and Investment Corp. 
and two others signed by PRA 
with Maybank and the Philippine 
Economic Zone Authority. 

‘Summit chair Noel Gonzales 
said the MOA with Peza would 
make it possible for retirement 
development projects to be de- 
clared special economic zones, 
which would entitle developers 
tovarious incentives. 

There were also MOAs with the 
Department of Interior and Local 
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LUZON grid was the biggest contributor accounting for P28 bilion. 


Napocor sales up 25% 


By Abigail L. Ho 
NATIONAL POWER CORP GENER- 
ated P36.48 billion in energy sales 
in the first quarter of the year, up 
25.26 percent from P29.13 billion 
in the same period last year. 

Napocor’s sales and services 
group said in a report that the Lu- 
zon grid still accounted for the 
bulk of energy sales in the first 
three months of the year, con- 
tributing P28.17 billion to total 
sales during the period. This rep- 
resented a 25.89-percent growth 
from year-ago's P22.38 billion. 

‘The Mindanao grid was a far 
second with a contribution of 
P4.48 billion, up from P3.59 bil- 
lion last year. The Visayas grid 
added another P3.83 billion to- 
Napocor’s coffers, higher than 
last year’s contribution of P3.16 
billion. 

According to the report, Napoc- 
ors higher revenue in the Jan- 
uary-March period could be at- 
tributed to the 6.33-percent 
growth in sales volume, as well as 
to the Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion-approved rate increase which 
was effected sinte last year. 

In terms of volume, the state 
firm's energy sales grew to 


CHALLENGING MALAYSIAS DOMINANCE 
Industry targets senior, long-stay tourists 


Governments, as well as with the 
Department of National Defense 
and the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines—both aimed at improving 
the peace and order situation with- 
in and around retirement zones. 

A memorandum of coopera- 
tion and understanding was also 
signed with the Technical Educa- 
tion and Skills Development Au- 
thority. This seeks to ensure prop- 
er training in skills that the indus- 
try would need, including those 
in care giving, languages and un- 
derstanding of various cultures. 

‘Aso signed was a MOA with the 
Manila International Airport Authori- 
ty which provides for the setting up of 
specific operations for arriving re- 
trees at major airports in the country. 


ICTSI borrows E í 


INTERNATIONAL CONTAINER 
Terminal Services Inc. has bor- 
rowed P4.5 billion from a consor- 
tium of local and foreign banks to 
fund its expansion and refinance 
maturing debt. 

ICTSI said the amount was 
raised through the issuance of 
floating rate notes marketed by 
the local unit of Standard Char- 
tered Bank. 

“This will finance [our] capital 


8,672.57 gigawatt-hours (GWh) 
in the first three months of the 
year from 8,156.36 GWh in the 
same period in 2005. 

Napocor said a significant in- 
crease in the sales of the Luzon 
grid, which accounted for almost 
70 percent of the state firm's total 
market, boosted the agency's 
sales performance.. 

Sales in Luzon rose 7.04 per- 
cent to 5,878.17 GWh from 
5,491.61 GWh, due mainly to in- 
creased sales to the Lopez-led 
Manila Electric Co., Napocor's 
single-biggest customer. 

Meralco bought 9.24 percent 
more electricity from Napocor in 
the first three months to 3,435.75 
GWh from 3,145.04 GWh in 2005. 

Sales to other distributors, in- 
dustrial estates and economic 
zones also helped improve the 
performance of the Luzon grid. 

While contributing the least in 
terms of revenue and volume, the 
Visayas grid registered the high- 
est year-on-year sales growth 
among the three main grids. 

Visayas power sales rose 11.76 
percent to 1,158.05 GWh in the 
first quarter from 1,036.21 GWh a 
year ago, “a clear indication that 
(Visayas’) economy is improving. 


Gonzales said the industry had 
resolved to “be as effective as 
Malaysia is by 2009.” It also aims at 
bringing in 20,000 retirees and con- 
tributing $1.3 billion in foreign ex- 
change receipts during the period. 

He said that by 2014, the in- 
dustry was hoping to register half 
a million long-stay arrivals with 
$11 billion in earnings. 

“within the next decade, we 
hope to have caused the inflow of 
a total of some $44 billion in eam- 
ings and the creation of some 4 
million new jobs,” Gonzales said. 

“Perhaps this industry would pro- 
vide so many jobs to doctors, nurses, 
caregivers and lifestyle ` service 
providers that it would actually 
cause ‘reverse migration,” he added 


and refinance existing debt obliga- 
tions,” the company's chief finan- 
cial advisor Martin O'Neill said in 
the statement. “ICTSI is a success- 
ful, rapidly growing international 
company with strong roots in the 
Philippines.” 

‘The notes were met with “strong 
demand" from institutional investors 
inthePhilippines, Daxim L Lucas 


Pre-need sales down 5.8% 


SALES OF PRE-NEED COMPA- 
nies dropped by 5.78 percent to 
P1.4 billion in May from P1.5 bil- 
Jion in the same month last year. 
This was an improvement from 
the sharp decline in sales of pre-need 
ins urance in the previous months. 
For the first five months of the 
year, pre-need sales fell 26.5 per- 
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cent to P7.82 billion, from P10.6 
billion in the same period last year, 

Sales of life plans posted the 
biggest decline of 49 percent 
during the five-month period to 
P1.1 billion. Education plans al- 
so fell 46.5 percent to P1.78 bi 
lion inthe same period, Eliza- 
beth L, Sanchez 
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Emotions are messages 


“We should not let fears hold us 
back from pursuing our 
hopes.”—John E Kennedy 


OMETIMES WHAT WE 
S need badly comes when 
we acknowledge the need 

for humility. 

Take the case of Francis who, 
atage 58, was feeling lost. He did 
not feel complete. He felt as 
though he was missing a big 
chunk of his life but didn't know 
what it was. 

‘And so, in an act of surrender, 
he simply broke down one quiet 
moment, saying to himself “I am 
empty and must feel whole 
again.” 

Instead of turning to alcohol, 
his usual habit, or go out of town 
with the boys, he sat on his fa- 
vorite swivel chair and was stil. 
For the first time, the newfound 
silence spoke to him. It actually 
had avoice. 

‘The next day, a friend sent him 
a book about borderline alco- 
holics. He read it and felt it was 
the right gift at the right time. 


The heart speaks 

‘According to Gary Zukay, every 
‘emotion is a message. In his book 
“The Heart of the Soul,” he 
writes, “Your emotions are the 
best of friends. They do not leave 
you. They continually bring to 
your attention what you need to 
know” 

But what is the interpretation? 
‘The message is whatever it is you 
need to know at that time, And 
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your job is simply to listen. 

Whether you pay attention to 
them or not, these emotions 
(anger, jealousy, bitterness, 
hurt, joy, happiness, etc.) will 
always repeat themselves and 
revisit you time and again until 
you listen. 

Emotions are authentically 
yours. No priest, counselor or 
parent can interpret them for 
you. Only you can do that, simply 
because they are the rhyme and 
rhythm of a song meant only for 
you. 

Should you ignore them, they 
will always return to remind, nag 
or haunt you. Should you pay at- 
tention to them, then the learning 
begins. 


Emotional plan 

All emotions manifest them- 
selves physically. If repressed, 
they can attack your heart, liver, 
kidneys, lungs or whatever is 
most vulnerable. Worse, they can 
hinder your immune. system's 
ability to deal with the daily on- 
slaught of stress, viruses, bacte- 
ria, pollutants. 

‘Asa result, you can experience 
frequent palpitations, migraine, 


hypertension, indigestion, consti- 
pation, chronic pain... because of 
repressed emotions. 


Decision to change 

‘Transformation can only come 
when emotions are processed. 
Rid of fear and doubt—emotions 
are a good thing if love and trust 
are their by-products. 

By recognizing your dreams, 
fantasies, sexual attractions, 
cravings, frustrations, despera- 
tion, you are processing informa- 
tion and gaining mastery over 
them. Decisions resulting from 
this careful process produce wis- 
dom. This is when you can 
achieve mastery. 

Remember: “Each decision is a 
moment of creativity.” 


Stay connected 

Just as our souls reach out to 
heaven, our bodies are connected 
to the earth. Try this exercise: 

Lie down on the grass, carpet, 
floor, or sandy beach. Take a few 
minutes to appreciate the earth. 
Close your eyes. Keep still. Feel 
your body supported by the 
ground, Entrust yourself com- 
pletely to the feeling of ground- 
edness the earth provides. 

Remember the next time you 
feel that you are losing control, 
remember how grounded you are 
and, no matter what, the earth 
supports you. 


Helpful guidelines 
Listen to life. There is always 
guidance through symbols—a 


A 
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book, an encounter, a sig- 
nage with a message. 

‘Trust your mind. Open 
your heart. 

Be a student again. 
‘Welcome the lessons you 
hope to learn each day. 

Decisions and changes 
are up to you. 

‘Act on your feelings with wis- 
dom. 

‘When overcome by uncertain- 
ty, terror or panic, get out and 
catch the sunrise or the sunset, 
walk into a forest park, enjoy a 
waterfall or sit against a tree. The 
beauty of nature will most cer- 
tainty speak to you, as your heart 
does, that “life is good.” 

Love and light! 


Watch “The Good Life” on Stu- 
dio 23, 10:30-11:30 a.m., Sun- 
day. Text CQ to 2966 (Smart) for 
your health and beauty updates. 

Listen to daMM (ABS-CBN 
Radyo Patrol 630) "Ma Beauty Po 
Naman,” 6:15 p.m. 
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Preventing golf injuries 


Part 2: Joint by joint 


1 AM FAMILIAR WITH GOLF INJURIES, NOT 
because 1 play golf but because I am a golf 
widow. 

Thave seen acute injuries. We once had to 
take a friend to the emergency room after 
pulling both his calf muscles from trying to 
jump out of the high side of a sand bunker. 
Probably out of frustration for being down 
there for so long. 

1 have seen chronic injuries like the plantar 
fasciitis my husband suffers on his left foot for 
not being able to shift his weight properly be- 
cause of an old soccer injury on his right knee, 

Golf may not look as athletic as basketball 
or badminton but it has its fair share of 
juries. A German study found that 80 percent 
of injuries were due to overuse and 17 per- 
cent due to trauma or accidents (like getting 
hit on the head with a ball). 

Professional golfers in the study had an av- 
erage of three injuries a year (usually due to 
overuse) while amateurs had two injuries a 
year (usually due to bad technique and poor 
fitness levels) 

Professional golfers were most likely to in- 
jure their wrist, hand, neck and shoulders 
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while amateur golfers tended to hurt their el- 
bows and lower back. 

‘Those who warmed up for 10 minutes or 
less reported at least one injury per player 
while those who warmed up for more than 10 
minutes reported 0.4 injuries per player. 

Using a cart or caddie to carry the golf bag 
cut down significantly injuries to the lower 
back, shoulder and ankle, the study found. 
Unfortunately playing four or more rounds of 
golf per week increased the risk of injury sig- 
nificant. 

Here's a brief overview of the most com- 
mon golf injuries: 


Elbows 

‘This is the site of the most common injury 
among amateur golfers. Pain on the outside 
part of the elbow (called tennis elbow) is usu- 
ally due to overuse, a grip that is too tight, in- 


appropriate grip size, a lead arm that is too 
straight, and repetitive contractions in the 
forearm muscle to maintain control of the 
club during impact. 

Pain on the inside part of the elbow (called 
golf elbow) most likely results from always 
hitting the ground during a swing, The impact 
with the ground creates shock waves that are 
absorbed by the forearm muscles and elbow 
joint. 

“Tennis elbow” is four times more common 
in golfers than “golf elbow.” 

‘To strengthen forearms, squeeze a tennis 
ball for five minutes at a time. Change swing 
mechanics so there is less impact on the fore- 
arms. Use more flexible shafts and club heads 
with larger sweet spots to reduce vibration. 
Use a counter-force forearm brace. 


Wrist and hand 
Right-handed golfers will usually have in- 
juries in the left leading hand and wrist. Caus- 
‘es are poor wrist control, too tight a grip, poor 
swing technique, and overuse. 
‘Tendonitis can develop in the right wrist of 
a right-handed golfer if he/she tends to hit 
the ground before hitting the ball, sending off 
PREVENTING/C2 
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-— EXERCISE OF THE WEEK — 
Reaching squat 
with extended leg 


STRENGTHENS THE 
legs, buttocks, and 
core muscles; chal- 
lenges the balance; 
stretches the ham- ar” 


strings gerrie" 


Equipment: 

None 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with your right leg extended in 
front of you, arms by your side. 

2. Squat by taking your buttocks back- 
wards and arms forward as if reaching intoa 
low shelf. 

3, Straighten up to starting position. 

Performance tips: 

+ Keep spine neutral—neither 
arching nor rounding, f 

* Avoid bringing knees past 4 
your toes, "meei 

* Gaze ata point $ 
in the distance 10 yO 
help maintain bal- 
ance. 

Repetitions: 

10-15 repetitions per leg 
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Part 


‘THE HUMAN BRAIN IS PROBA- 
bly the last organ we bother to 
learn about. 

‘Acar owner, for example, may 
know more abouthis vehicle than 
his brain. Even doctors don't 
bother much about how a patient 
uses his brain that may be con- 
tributing to his health problems. 

Before the pioneering experi- 
ments by biologist Roger Sperry, 
scientists always considered the 
brain to be a single, integrated or- 
gan with different locations for 
different sensations and memory. 
Sperry proved this was not so. 

After years of painstaking and 
meticulous research and experi- 
mentation, Sperry came up with 
the startling conclusion over 30 
years ago that we had, in effect, 
two brains—the left neo-cortex 
and the right, each thinking in en- 
tirely different, even opposite, 
ways. 

‘The left side of the brain, he 
discovered, was responsible for 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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Are you a right- or left-brain thinker? 


verbal, analytical and logical 
thinking. It was dominant or ac- 
tive when we were solving math- 
ematical problems, engaged in 
technical writing or quantitative 
reasoning. It also thought in ab- 
stract symbols. 

The right half of the brain was 
responsible for non-verbal think- 
ing, such as intuition, creative, 
problem solving, imagination. It 
‘was responsible for synthesizing or 
seeing things as a whole and deter- 
mining depth and perspective. 

We are right-brain dominant 
when we make up stories imagi- 
natively, or creatively, when’ we 
daydream or when we decide 
things intuitively. 


Discovery 

How Sperry discovered the dif- 
ferent functions of the two hemi- 
spheres of the human brain reads 
like a detective story worthy of 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle of Sher- 
lock Holmes fame. 

Sperry was working on hope- 
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less cases of epilepsy where drugs 
no longer had any effect. He hit 
upon the idea of making an inci- 
sion in the corpus callosum, a part 
of the brain consisting of about 
300 million brain cells and con- 
nected the left with the right part 
ofthe neo-cortex. 

One of the functions of the cor- 
pus callosum is to act as a commu- 
nication link between the two 
hemispheres of the brai 

‘When he made an incision in 
the corpus callosum, the epileptic 
patient recovered completely. 
Epileptic attacks or seizures 
ceased and, for all practical pur- 
poses, s/he was cured. The pa- 
tient appeared to be normal and 


Preventing golf injuries me 


a large divot (chunk of turf). 

A small bone at the base of the wrist 
on the small finger side can be frac- 
tured when a golfer performs a “fat 
shot" while hitting an immovable ob- 
ject like a rock, root of a tree, or the 
ground 

To prevent this injury that is often 
overlooked (it may not show on stan- 
dard X-rays) and may require surgery, 
avoid obstacles and make sure the 
butt of the club extends past the palm 
ofthe leading hand. 


Shoulders 


socially functional. 

But Sperry noticed some 
changes in the personality of the 
so-called “split-brain” patients. 
For one thing, they could not ex- 
press emotion verbally and they 
lost coordination of right and left 
hand movements. 

After years of research, he dis- 
covered that the left half of the 
brain thought differently from the 
right half. For his accomplishment, 
Sperry received the Nobel Prize for 
Medicine, although he was not a 
physician buta biologist. 

His discovery paved the way 
fora better understanding of how 
people thought and learned. It al- 
so explained the behavior pat- 
tems of people under different 
conditions. 

Why, for example, are women, 
in general, better at details and 
people tasks compared to men 
who, in general, are better at ab- 
stract and analytical reasoning? 
He found it had something to do 
with how their brains were natu- 


rally wired and had nothing to do 
with race or genetics. 

‘The popularity of Sperry's dis- 
covery also inspired many jokes 
about what eventually became 
popularly known as “the split- 
brain” theory. 

One joke goes like this: “Two 
men sitting at a park. One reads a 
newspaper that says the left half of 
the brain is dominant in right- 
handed people, and the righthalfis 
dominant in left-handed people. 
‘That's why left-handed people are 
the only ones in their right minds.” 

Left brain-dominant people 
learn better if things are present- 
ed to them in a systematic, logical 
and orderly manner, preferably in 
writing. Right brain-dominant 
people learn better if things are 
demonstrated to them personally, 
where they can interact with the 
other person and ask questions. 


Knowing the client 
Sales and marketing people 
can improve their work and close 
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more deals if they know the brain 
dominance of their prospective 
clients. 

In selling a car to a left-brain 
person, the sales pitch should fo- 
cus on the technical and scientific 
aspects of the car. If the client is 
right brain-dominant the sales- 
man should emphasize how he 
looks in the car and how his 
friends will admire him. The ap- 
peal should be more to the emo- 
tions and imagination rather than 
to the abstract intellect. 

There are many more practical 
applications of the split-brain 
theory than was at first realized 
by Sperry and his associates. 

Next week: The Triune-brain 
‘Theory of Dr. Paul Maclean and 
the Whole-brain Theory of Ned 
Herrmann 


Note: For those interested in 
Joining my two-day Inner Mind 
Development seminar July 22-23 
in Cagayan de Oro City, call 0917- 
7072948 


Film on autism to be 


cessive repetitive trauma (translation: 
too much golf squeezed into too few 
days) and to strengthen/stretch the 
shoulder muscles including the rotator 
cuff. 

Another important tip is to im- 
prove trunk rotation. It has been not- 
ed that golfers with poor range of mo- 
tion in rotation may unconsciously 
compensate with their shoulders. 
Golfers with a history of back prob- 
lems may do the same. 


Knees 
Although knee injuries are not com- 


stresses the lead leg during the fol- 
Tow-through phase. This can lead to 
degeneration and tears in the meni 
ci, cartilage that acts as shock ab- 
sorber in the knee joint. 

Overweight increases the risk of 
knee problems. Every pound of body 
weight is multiplied six times on the 
knee joint. Being 10 pounds over- 
‘weight is the equivalent of 60 pounds 
of excess pressure on the knees. 


Next week: Part three—The lower 
back and golf 


premiered July 22 


THE FIRST LOCALLY PRODUCED 
feature-length digital film documentary on 
autism will have its benefit premiere show- 
ing 6 p.m., July 22, at the University of the 
Philippines Film Center Theater (Cine 
Adarna) in Diliman, QC. Presented by the 
Autism Society Philippines, ‘Alyana—A 
Study of Autism in the Philippines,” will be 
one of the highlights of the National Dis- 
ability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week 
third week of July. 


vention. 

Medina, a UP Film Center Scholar at the 
Film and Television Institute, Pune, India, 
is the first woman to receive the Gawad 
Urian Award for Best Film Editing. 

In the Philippines, it is estimated that 
250,000-300,000 Filipinos are autistic. 

The film is produced by Miryad Cuts and 
Wacky O Production, in collaboration with 
Pagcor, Lingap-Pangarap Foundation, Inc., 
and the National Commission for Culture 
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contribute to injuries. These changes 
may include a narrowing of joint 
spaces, thinning of the rotator cuff 
muscles, and bone spur formation. 
Basic prevention tips are to avoid ex- 


Even if a golfer uses a cart, knees 
can be stressed from playing on un- 
dulating and hilly terrain, especially 
if the golfer “likes” to visit the rough. 
‘The mechanics of the golf swing 


Golf Injury Review, Sports Injury 
Bulletin 
Harvard Men's Health Watch 


Visit www.cinajuanfirness.info 


those involved in their lives. 

Tt gives information about autism, its 
possible causes, symptoms, implications 
and the importance of appropriate inter- 


fo@autismphils.org/autism-phils@pacif- 
icnet ph. Visit www.autismphils.org or go 
to Rm. 307 ML Building, 47 Kamias Road, 
QC. 
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Age 1 is the Discovery Stage. Your child starts to walk and explore the world around him. 
He needs protection now, more than ever, for him to discover the world and go further. 
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Women bone up on osteo 


OVER 1,200 WOMEN FROM ALL OVER 
Metro Manila took part in Anlene’s bone den- 
sity test at the Glorietta as part of Anlene's 
campaign to prevent osteoporosis. 

‘The “Glorietta Save Your Bones, Love Your 
Life Mega Bone Scan Event” was part of An- 
lene's thrust to educate women on bone 
health to prevent osteoporosis. 


inadequate calcium in the body. It can lead to 
fractures and bone deterioration. 

Anlene was the first brand to mount a 
bone-scan marathon for free. 

The event was attended by Elma Muros 
Posadas, champion runner; Asia's songbird 
Pilita Corrales; singer Pinky Marquez; 
dancer/choreographer Maribeth Bichara; 
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Osteoporosis or brittle bone results from 


MEDICard, the Healthcare I. Deserve! 


Take 
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Doc! 


and stage actress Pinky Amador. 


To get the guy 
of her dreams, 
One girl is really 
going overboard. 


What is CBC and Blood Typing? 


Inborlary tests performed worldwide and a powerful test when 
Findings inthe history ond physiol examination are suggestive of a 
blood abnormality. It quantifies the diferent ella components of” 
the blood of » patient, and thess are red blood cells (RBC) and 
Hemoglobin igh), the white Blood calls (WBC) and the platelets 
(PID. The normal range values of hemoglobin è between 13.517 
SAL. for males snd 120-16 0g for females, A value aling 
below the lowe limit or a olinioally signifient value of 9.054 
defined as anemia. The Tgh is important 1o doctors boonuse it helps 
them desde whether to recommend tranafision therapy and how 
many nits of blood to ste. The rule of thumb that every unit 
OF RBC trmsfiasod will rise the Hgb level by Log. WBC count 
usualy gocs up when thers is an sive inflarnmstory proccss in the 
body, like an infection. While. plates ave essential for wound 
benting and the formation of lt in the bleeding sites. Blood typing 
is aviu pies of information that ons potentially save o persons life 
especially during rauma or an scoident. It is required whenever 
patients need to be tranfised blood ort components far treatment 
There are many antigon sions (whieh determines the blood type 
of a parson) present on RBC but the ABO and Rit sytem ar the 
omes commonly tested. 


This weeks answer to our feature question was 

provided hy our medheul service provider from 

Metroàfanila. Dr. Melvin arfega ix spocalzes 

im Interna edicti. He obtamed hix medieme 

Y proper ot UP College of Medicine. Mantle m 

ZOU! Ie Imer 100k his residency traing for Interna Melicne at 

Whilippine Generol Hospital lust year. He ie u member of the 

Philippine College of Physicians MEDICard members map vist him 

Jor consultation šervices at Protacio Hospital, Mondays ro Sundays 
escept Fridays from Sam 1 Jpm 


MEDICard's Mea Director, Dr: Nicky Monte answers quesions on heat though dhe asistance =: 
snd experi of SEDI novrk of acredite spevialins: Write a Dr. Nicky or E-a him ar 


Introducing nw NIDO, 1 


with Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ 
the latest innovation in milk nutrition 
The 3-Point Revolution 


1. The Only Milk With Live 2 How It Works 


3 Active Protection And More! 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ 7 
Once NIDO 1+ is mixed with water, the 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ multiplies by 
the millions and when consumed start to 
boost your child's immune system. 


NIDO 1+ also has Prebio' — a unique blend of 
natural fiber — and essential vitamins and 
minerals that further strengthen his immune 
system. Plus DHA for visual and, mental 
development. 


‘Continuous Drinking = Continuous Protection 


NIDO 1+ is the first to introduce Lactobacillus 
PROTECTUS™ in a milk powder. It is a live 
microorganism that helps build your child's 
body defenses. 


The NIDO Nutrition System 


The Nestlé Research Center 


This milk innovation was scientifically developed by the Nestlé Research Center 
in Switzerland, a pioneer in nutrition research. The Nestlé Research Center's 
scientists, doctors and nutritionists work constantly to improve nutritional standards 
the world over. 
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CLAUDINE Santos, 
for Clarins 


RICA King of 
Beiersdorf 


SAMANTHA Yen 
of Luxasia Inc., 
for Guerlain 


STATUESQUE eye-catcher Malu 
Francisco of SSI and Summit 
Media key accounts specialist 
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ilM RE RUSTAN’S Gladys Gonzales, 
Estée Lauder associate brand 
manager, and Rejoyce Siy, Estée 
Lauder brand assistant 
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JANINA Dizon, Roselle Cua and Ida Dizon of Ni 


jea 


GAY Lao of L'Oreal Paris, Ji 
Lacaba of Maybelline New York 


The fairest of them all 


major business, palanggas, so its no 
wonder tons of invitees were all there, 
elbow to elbow, when that chic popular gal 
magazine Marie Claire honored the best of 
the best, the “nine finest cosmetic products in 
the world,” when it hosted the Prix d'Excel- 
lence de la Beaute 2006, at excellent Le Souf- 
Aé, Rockwell Club. 

‘The award winners were: Liquid Bronze, by 
Clarins; Rouge Pure Shine, by Yves Saint Lau- 
rent; KissKiss, by Guerlain; Sensitive, by Nivea 
Visage; Platinum, by Lancôme; Dream Matte 
Mousse, by Maybelline; Volume Shocking, by 
Oreal Paris; and Eluage, by Avene. The shim- 
mer brick compact by Bobbi Brown was the 
Philippine beauty jury's choice. 

‘Marie Claire's brilliant editor in chief, stat- 
vesque eye-catcher Myrza Sison, gave a very 
brief but interesting welcome speech. Marie 
Claire's beauty, health and fitness editor, cyber 
smart fashion plate Marie Calica, presided over 
the awarding ceremony as president of the 
Philippine jury. 

‘Accepting the awards were: Claudine San- 
tos of Rustan Commercial Corp. for Clarins; Au- 
drey Canta and Sujee Isturis of Rustan Mar- 
keting Corp. for YSL Parfums; Samantha Yen of 
Luxasia Inc. for Guerlain; Rica King of Beiers- 
dorf Singapore Pte. Ltd. for Nivea Visage; Zer- 
line Chan of LOreal Philippines for Lancome 
Paris; Dia Lacaba of LOreal Philippines for 
Maybelline New York; Crisey Bautista of LOre- 
al Philippines for LOreal Paris; Nikki Tan of Der- 
masia Corp. for Avene; and Imelda Lerma of 
Rustan Commercial Corp. for Bobbi Brown. 

Who were the jurors? 
Here they are: Preview 
beauty editor Agoo Beng- 
zon; Cosmopolitan beauty 
editor Mariel Chua; and 
Good Housekeeping fash- 
ion and beauty editor Myra 
Puyat-Santiago; renowned 
makeup artist Lala Flores; 
and Philippine Dermatolog- 
ical Society fellow Dr. Maria 
Lourdes Anna M. Nebrida, 
palanggas. 

The awarding was fol- 
lowed by a champagne toast led by Myrza. 
Marie Calica gave a free makeup demo using all 
the winning products. 


Can SCIENCE IS NOW A 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 


Magazine launch 

Moi did not miss the launch ofa fab new mag 
for big boys who love big toys, Evo Magazine, 
‘Tons of car lovers rushed to the Polo Club where 
they were welcomed by Evo's execs, publisher 
Kenneth Quintal, executive editor Jose Mari 
Ugarte, and directors Paolo Martel and Carl 
Cunanan. 

Manila Polo Club president Rey Dempsey 
and general manager Patricia Puyat-Palanca 
were fab hosts, palanggas. 

‘Apres the adrenaline-pumping polo match, it 
was time to pary with excellent champagne 
and a superbly prepared gastronomic feast. The 
event was sponsored by Prestige Cars BMW, 
Rustan's Essenses, Montblanc, Johnnie Walker, 
Samsung, San Mig's Super Dry and the Manila 
Sports Car Club. 

Up for grabs were awesome prizes like Carti- 
er clocks from Rustan's; Rustan's Essenses gift 


EVO Magazine hot-hot execs Kenneth Quintal, Carl Cunanan and 


. Paolo Martel 


MA, JUANA Mapua and Ixi 


Mapua. 


ELSA Constantino and Manila 
Polo Club GM Patricia Puyat- 
Palanca 


AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
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MARIE Claire’s Trisha Andres, Myrza Sison and Jenny Inumerable 


packs, Montblanc Chopin fountain pen, Mont- 
blanc Noblesse Oblige rollerball pens; minia- 
ture cars from Prestige Cars BMW; BMW caps; 
and Johnnie Walker Green Label scotch, natch. 

Evo gave away fabulous raffle prizes: BMW 
caps, Rustan's Essenses gift packs, Montblanc 
Noblesse Oblige rollerball pens and luxurious 
gift bags from Rustan's. 

‘Then it was time for those gorgeous big toys. 
High-performance vintage sports cars—fol- 
lowed by a fleet of contemporary sport 

cars—stole the show like the 
show-stopper 325-bhp Saleen 
S281 Mustang Coupe, the ex- 
otic Bordeaux-colored six 
speed Ferrari 355 Berlinetta, 
and the gorgeous Neil Dia- 
mond pre-owned Ferrari 328 
GTS, plus the Racing Red 1963 
Jaguar E-type XKE 3.8 convert: 
ible; three mid-'60s V8 
Corvette Stingray Convertibles, 
and a couple of hot-looking 
Mustangs, dahlings. 


Life begins 

T know many pals who would cringe at the 
thought of celebrating their 40th, palanggas. In 
fact, 1 know some who got depressed and erie 
But that wasn't the case with entrepreneur and 
former member of the House of Representa- 
tives, perky and smart Anna Marie Periquet, 
‘who welcomed her 40th with a bang, inviting 
around 200 pals as she became our Queen for a 
Day. 

Swinging Mezze at Greenbelt 2, the “in 
place” for ultra-sophisticated gatherings, was 
the hotspot for one of the most memorable cele- 
brations in Anna's life. 

Everyone Anna loves and who love her were 
there, dablings—from her famille to her grade 
school and high schoo! gangs from Assumption 
and University of the Philippines; colleagues 
frorn the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Philippine Retailers’ Association and 
Philippine Franchise Association, close friends 
from the Presidential Council for Youth Affairs, 
plus pals from Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

‘A highlight of the fun happening was the 
“Trip Down Memory Lane” slide show—from 
‘Anna's baptism in 1965, to her very own Anna 
Marie Home, involvement in Aurelio Periquet 
Jr. Foundation, PCCI, Gawad Kalinga, 


JAMES Deakin, Leanna Farrales of BMW 
Phils. and Charlie Carmona 


BEAUTIFUL couple: Ana and 
husband, Evo executive editor, 
business magnate Inaki Ugarte 


CHRISTINE Limjoco with her 
two angels, Ashley and Audrey 


KELLY P. Gana, the celebrator, Daniella P. 
Gana and Ramon Gana 


Baysa and Dia 
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NIKKI Tan and Tinette Lucero of 
Dermasia Corp. 


ceri po 


SUMMIT Media 
publisher Lisa 
Gokongwei-Cheng 


COOKIE Nadal 


Tabletops had Zen fountains that were raf- 
fled off every 40 minutes. Winners included 
Samie Lim; the 40th guest in the guest book, 
Ana de Villa; all the Annas in the pary; 
Richard Agbayani, the man with a 40-inch 
waistline; and Albert Tan, who was born on 
Nov. 14. 

Sony to report, palanggas, there was no 
woman with a 40-inch bust! Pity., 

Needless to say, the bash wouldn't have been 
a smashing success without the magic of the 
man himself, Bobong Velez, Mezze's owner 
and the man behind the legendary Faces Disco. 
Bobong V made sure that good ol' Faces music 
was played throughout the affair 

Hey, it was a totally awesome celebration. 
Pretty, smart, vivacious and cool Anna Marie 
Periquet, at 40, is just starting life, dahlings. 
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DTI Usec OFFIEManalac Dee and 
Mel Alonzo Ambassador Donald Dee 


SUPER pals (seated) Rica Tinsay Lustre, Angela Navato Javier, Tin Escalona Garcia and Deeda 
Garcia-Versoza; Teresa Paras-Goduco, Anna Marie Periquet, Ariane Licaros Dee, Judy Roman 


Antonio and Monique Banzon Daez 


JAN Sermonia, Amaya Barretto, Bianca Zobel, Marinez Toda Delgado and fiancé Chukri 


Prieto, and Paolo Martel 


MVP Dino Santos 


Rey Dempsey 


P] Castro, Patrick Reynoso, Henri Yatuc, Cat Arambulo and Blanca 


MARTIN Lahmill, David Reynolds and Manila Polo Club president 


